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Israeli campaign aims 
to settle more in Golan 

TEL AW W — A campaign to seoJe more Israelis in 
the Golan Heights will begin on Monday with the sale 
of state-subsidised homes, an official said on Sunday 
Some 380 homes in various stages bf construction and 
spread among 14 Jewish settlements are being offered 
a I prices as low as S47,000. The official for the region- 
al council, which groups the area's 31 Jewish settle- 
ments, said marketing considerations were behind the 
launch of the campaign now. Yehuda Woliman, head of 
the local council, told Israel Radio the subsidies were 
aimed at changing the demographic balance of the 
region where more than 15.000 Israelis and 1 8 000 Svr- 
ian Druze live. ‘‘Of course, we ask from rime to time for 
government aid in order to create a different demo- 
graphic situation of the Golan Heights,” he said. 
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Sheikh Yassin meets with Assad 

DAMASCUS (AFPt — Hamas founder Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin met with Syrian President Hafez Assad 
Sunday a\ he continued a visit here on wavs to 
strengthen ties between Syria and the Palestinians. 
President Assad's spokesman Gebran Kurieh said the 
meeting included Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk 
Sharaa and Issam Qadi. head of the pro- Syrian Pales- 
tinian organisation Al Saiqa. but gave no details of the 
talLs. The Hamas spiritual leader met Saturday with 
Syria's Vice President Abdul Halim Khaddam for talks 
which he told AFP “deepened relations and coopera- 
tion with the Syrian people and government.” Sheikh 
Yassin, who has been visiting Syria since Thursday, i.s 
due to go next to Lebanon if be obtains authorisation, 
and then to Jordan, foe Hamas representative in Syria. 
Ahu Mohammad Mustafa said Saturday. 
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less efforts launched by foe 
founder of the Kingdom to 
achieve progress, "develop- 
ment, stability and peace, 
which has contained under foe 
leadership of King Hussein. 

Jordanians who take pride in 
their Kingdom and its leader- 
ship view with satisfaction the 
progress achieved in their 
country at foe political, eco- 
nomic, social. Cultural, health 
and educational levels. 

The Kingdom has become a 
regional leader in human 
rights, freedom of speech, 
political pluralism, democracy 
and democratic dialogue. 

King Hussein has translated 
his pan-Arab policies through 
his call for and work towards 
achieving solidarity among 
Arab states and towards con- 
tinued support for Arab sum- 
mit meetings to deal with foe 
challenges and dangers posed 
to the nation. 

For Jordan, die Palestine 
question remains die country's 
main concern over foe years 
and Jordan has been translating 
its support for the Palestinians 
forpu^ff ronfiSued; and.' relent- ' 
less efforts to back the Pales- 
tinians in their endeavours to 
regain their rights under the 
leadership of the Palestine Lib- 
eratkn Organisation. 

To pursue its support for the 
Palestinians, Jordan provided 
the necessary umbrella for the 
Palestinians id att«vt die 
Madrid peace conference, 
which opened the way for the 



Palestinians to conduct then- 
negotiations with Israel to 
achieve their legitimate objec- 
tives. 

In addition, Jordan, which 
secured the return of its occu- 
pied lands through die 1994 
peace treaty with Israel, has 
been exerting all possible 
efforts to bade the Svrians and 


the Lebanese to regain their 
rights and end the Israeli occu- 
pation. 

Meanwhile, speaking on the 
eve of the anniversary. Minister 
of Education and Higher Edu- 
cation Mohammad Hamdan 
gave figures which he said 
reflected die progress of educa- 
tion in the Kingdom since 


Arafat urges U.S. to put Israel on the spot 

Mordechai warns peace deadlock will bring about violence as 
Netanyahu tries to calm storm over peace collapse statement 


PALESTINIAN PRESI- 
DENT Yasser Arafat urged 
^feshington on Sunday to 
make public its plan for 
brad's transfer of West Bank 
land to self-rule and blame the 
side blocking progress in 

peace- malring . 

T am insisting that the 
American administration has 
© declare all its initiative and 
^hat has happened with this 
initiative,” Mr. Arafat told 
reporters in Gma after talks 
with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mrijfflak in Cairo. 

: Tayeb Abdul-Rahim, gener- 
al secretary of the Palestinian 


Presidency said foe Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). had 
urged Washington to set a one- 
week deadline for Israel to 
accept the transfer of a further 
13 per cent of West Bank land 
to Palestinian self-rule. 

Mr. Arafat denied fixing a 
one-week deadline. But Mr: 
Abdul-Rahim said that other- 
wise, the Palestinians would 
push for UX sanctions 
against Israel, convene an Arab 
summit and call for an interna- 
tional peace conference. 

“The Palestinian (National) 
Authority demanded the U.S. 
to impose a deadline not 
exceeding one week for Israel 
to aocept American ideas, and 


for foe U.S. to go public with 
its initiative and publicly 
blame Israel for rejecting those 
ideas,” Me Abdul-Rahim told 
Reuters. 

“[Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyarain] Netanyahu is now 
pubiicly rejecting the US. 
ideas and therefore foe U.S. is 
threatening to end its media- 
tion efforts. If it does, then the 
Palestinian (National) Authori- 
ty will call on foe UJSf. to 
impose sanctions on Israel” 
Mr Abdul-Rahim said. 

“We consider foe U.S.’s 
threat to abandon the peace 
process instead of imposing its 
ideas on Israel as rewarding 
Netanyahu for his rejection 


and not a punishment" he 
said. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai warned 
fellow- cabinet members Sun- 
day that a failure to end the 
deadlock in peace talks with 


the Palestinians would lead to 
bloodshed, Israel army radio 
reported. 

“If we do not quickly 


(Continued on page 3i 


Arafat makes surprise trip to Saudi Arabia 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM tR) — Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat left the Gaza Spip on Sunday for a surprise 
visit to Saudi Arabia, his aide said. Nabil Abu Rudeina told 
Reuters that Mr. Arafat would spend one day in Saudi .Ara- 
bia before returning to Gaza. He did not say what prompt- 
ed the trip. Mr. Arafat held two days of talks last month 
with King Fahd on U.S. and European efforts to revive 
stalled Middle East talks and on foe prospects of holding an 
Arab mini summit. 


Israel holds military parade in Jerusalem 

10 workers wounded by rubber coated metal bullets in Bethlehem 


Agencies 


i 11 ' ^ JN THE first militar y parade in 
0 Jerusalem for 25 years, thousands 
/)Ut*n ■. of aimed soldiers marched across 

.hes 5*^ Verity Sunday as part of celebra- 

IririP fa>ps marking Israel’s 1967 occupa- 

^ of Arab east Jerusalem. 

- ' r >: Palestinians -denounced the show 

t force .as an attempt to deny their 
“ 7t«cth of making Arab east 

-./^rasalem ' the capital of a future 
; 'nufritf ?t‘ s •-J^&aerit state. 

:i Some 13*500 armed soldiers 
ff’i -™®ddering assault rifles were 
Joined by army veterans and more 

^5,000 civilians in the march 
■‘ a K-r J 1 * 11 ' v “‘Jerusalem Day ” an annu- 

j no ^ Y ./^^Mnmemoration of the occupa- 
\ ^ Sy east Jerusalem. 
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of military bands and 
>r t if firirir some 150,000 people 


linin g foe route, troops from all 
branches of the military crossed the 
city, each unit behind a jeep mount- 
ed with a machine gun and bearing 
the unit's symbol on a pennant 

Elite paratroopers led off the 
parade, foe first sucb military show 
in Jerusalem since celebrations in 
1973 of Israel’s 25th anniversary. 

Following the 1948 Arab-Israeli 
war, Arab east Jerusalem and the 
West Bank came under the control 
of Jordan. Until 1967, the city was 
divided by barbed wire and con- 
crete, with Arabs living in the east 
and Jews in the west. 

Sunday’s parade was led by a 
thousand veterans from foe 1948 
war sparked bv Israel’s declaration 
of independence. They were fol- 
lowed by disabled soldiers and then 
active troops. 


Palestinians denounced foe mili- 
tary show of force and Israeli 
claims of sovereignty over the 
entire city which contradict the 
Oslo peace accords, under which 
the ftmtre of the city is to be nego- 
tiated. 

“According to foe agreements, 
east Jerusalem, Holy Jerasalem, is 
part of our occupied territory,” said 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
in Gaza City. 

Mr. Arafat said the entire peace 
process with Israel was based on 
the principle of Israel trading “land 
for peace, the land which has been 
occupied since 1967, including east 
Jerusalem." 

But Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu reiterated at a 
ceremony Sunday for soldiers 
killed in the 1967 war that Israel 


will never give up sovereignty over 
Arab east Jerusalem or return to its 
pre-1967 borders. 

“Israel will never return to unde- 
fendable borders, with its back to 
foe sea, and Jerusalem will never 
again be divided,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu's government 
early this year declared vast por- 
tions of foe West Bank areas “vital" 
to Israel’s interests which could not 
be given up even under a final 
peace settlement with the Palestini- 
ans. 

Meanwhile, ten Palestinian work- 
ers were wounded by Israeli sol- 
diers firing rubber-coaled bullets on 
Sunday in a small demonstration at 
the entrance to Bethlehem, eyewit- 
nesses said. The unrest erupted 

(Continued on page 3) 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan walks in the streets of the Wihdat refugee 
camp, Sunday, to check on the living conditions of people there (Photo by Boghos) 

Crown Prince pays 
surprise visit to Wihdat 


j AMMAN Petra. — His 
Roy J riichness Crown Prince 
j-hi.sir. Sunday made an 
unexpected visii’to foe Wlbdai 
refugee camp and was accord- 
ed with an enthusiastic wel- 
come by foe camp residents 
who thronged foe streets to 
greet him. 

Prince Hassan. who toured 
pans of foe camp, visited one 
of foe homes to drink coffee 
and listen to their requests and 


the stems of their living condi- 
tions. 

The visit comes a few days 
before foe convening in 
Amman of a conference lor 
foe donor nations which 
finance foe operations of the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency fUNRWA). 

During the conference, 
emphasis will be laid on the 
need for the agency to pursue 
its services until a final and 


just solution of the refugees’ 
problem has been found. 

Prince Hasson’s visit to the 
camp reflects his concern over 
the humanitarian dimension 
of foe refugees’ problem and 
the need for meeting their liv- 
ing requirements to keep their 
cause alive until they are 
granted foe right to return 
and/or compensation, in 
implementation of U.N. reso- 
lutions. 


independence day in 1946. 

According to Dr. Hamdan. 
from 77 schools that existed in 
foe Kingdom in 1940, the coun- 
try now has 4,478 schools 
while the number of students 


(Continued on page 3) 


Crown Prince reviews 
competitiveness of mining, 
pharmaceutical industries 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Sunday took pan in 
reviewing two studies pre- 
pared by foe Ministry of Plan- 
ning on foe competitixeness of 
foe Jordanian mining and 
phamraceutical industries in 
regional and international mar- 
kets. 

Taking pan in the dialogue, 
held a: the minion, wen: rep- 
resentatives of the’ public and 


private sectors as well as other 
sectors concerned with these 
two studies. 

The two studies, which tack- 
led the points of strength and 
w eakness of the two sectors, 
also submitted practical steps 
and suggestions designed to 
raise the level of performance 
and suggested recommenda- 
tions and solutions for prob- 
lems and ideas designed to 
boost the Jordanian industries' 


competitiveness against for- 
eign products. 

Upon hearing a briefing on 
foe two studies. Prince Hassan 
called for steps to be taken to 
move the country from the 
state of economic stability to a 
stage where sustainable eco- 
nomic growth can be attained, 
pointing out that this step is 
needed in order to achieve 

(Continued on page 3) 


Majali calls for Arab summit to pave 
way for pan-Arab peace strategy 


.ABU DHABI ( Petra j — 
Prime Minister Abdul 
SaJam Majali said an Arab 
summit has become neces- 
sary to deal with the falter- 
ing Middle East peace 
process and Israel’s 
adamant position. 

In an interview with foe 
United .Arab Emirates 
newspaper Al Bayan pub- 

Voters turn out 
in force for 
Lebanon's 
landmark 
municipal poll 

BEIRUT < AFP) — Voter, 
turned out in force for 
Lebanon's first municipal 
poll in 35 years Sunday 
amid efforts to seek a polit- 
ical balance between 
Christian and Muslims and 
ease tensions which persist 
despite the end of foe civil 
war. 

The polls began in foe 
Mour.l Lebanon area 
around Beirut where foe 
army has been deployed to 
help police maintain secu- 
rity — and many voters 
were returning io their 
home villages foal were 
destroyed during the 1975- 
90 war. 

Mere than 9,000 candi- 
dates are vying for some 
3.000 municipal council 

( Continued on page 3) 


iished today, the prime min- 
ister said a mini-summit 
grouping Jordan. EgypL 
Syria, Lebanon and foe 
Palestinians could pave the 
way for an enlarged summit 
lo help rebuild solidarity 
among Arab countries and 
work out a pan- Arab strate- 
gy for peace. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan 


maintains good relations 
with all Arab stales and is 
continuing consultations 
and coordination at the 
leadership, government and 
organisation levels. 

On ties with Syria, foe 
prime minister said His 
Majesty King Hussein and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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On the occasion of the 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Arab Bank is honoured to convey to 
HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN 
and to the People of Jordan 
its most cordial wishes and greetings 

Stl ARAB BANK M 
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Saudi foreign minister to 
make landmark visit to Iran 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud A1 Faisal 
marks a new chapter in ties 
with Iran when he travels to 
Tehran later this week on an 
official visit which is expected 
to culminate in the signing of a 
cooperation agreement. 

Saudi newspapers have said 
Prince Saud was scheduled to 
fly to Tehran on May 26 for a 
two-day visit, invited by his 
Iranian counterpart Kamal 
KharrazL who visited the 
kingdom in March. 

“Saudi-Iranian relations 
have to a large extent over- 
come the period of darkness 
and have entered the era of 
cooperation," said Wahib 
Ghorab, a senior Saudi jour- ' 
nalist at the London-biased “ 
Asharcj A1 Awsat newspaper. 

“Prince Saud's visit gains an 
added significance in light of 
the possibility of signing a 
cooperation agreement 
between the two skfcs." said 
Mr. Ghorab. 


Saudi media has said Prince 
Saud was expected to sign a 
cooperation accord with Iran- 
ian officials covering econom- 
ic. scientific, cultural and other 
matters. They gave no details. 

But former Iranian President 
Hasherai Akbar Rafsanjani, 
who now- beads a powerful 
state body, said in March dur- 
ing a visit to Saudi Arabia that 
arrangements were underway 
to establish a cooperation 
commission between the two 
countries and that the Saudis 
had drafted a nine-article pro- 
posal to study. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran have 
also restored direct air links 
and Iranian companies exhib- 
ited products at a trade fair in 
Jeddah. An Iranian warship 
also paid a friendly visit to 
Saudi Arabia in March, the 
first one of its kind since the 
revolution. 

But the two countries, the 
largest oil producers in the 11- 
member Organisation of 


Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries. remain at odds over 
Western military forces in the 
Gulf. 

Saudi Arabia regards the 
western presence as necessary 
for security in the region, 
which sits on two-thirds of the 
world's oil reserves. Iran sees 
security as the responsibility of 
regional stares. 

Saudi Arabia also backs the 
United Arab Emirates, in its 
dispute with Iran over three 
strategic islands in the Gulf 
held by Iran. 

“Iran has begun a new era 
and a new course seeking 
good neighbourly relations 
and non-intervention in tie 
internal affairs of its neigh- 
bours," Mr. Ghorab said. 

“I believe that the Saudi- 
Iranian contacts have helped 
turn a new page in relations 
between the two countries. 
The important thing is that 
confidence has been restored,” 
he said. 


Netanyahu to visit China this week 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu will be in China 
this week on an official visit 
despite US. calls to Israel and 
the Palestinians to move 
quickly towards resolving 
their deadlocked peace talks. 

“The main aim will be to 
strengthen political and eco- 
nomic relations with China," a 
spokesman for Mr. Netanyahu 
said about the four-day trip 
starting on Monday. 

The visit is likely to give Mr. 
Netanyahu a brief respite from 
weeks of intensive U.S. -bro- 
kered diplomacy aimed at 
forging a deal on further Israeli 
troop withdrawal in the West 
Bank in return for stronger 
Palestinian moves against 
Islamist groups. 

In Washington on Thursday. 
White House Press Secretary 
Mike McCuny said it was 
“very important" that Israel 
and, the Palestinians quickly 
find away to move ahead on a 
peace agenda laid out by the 
United States. 

U.S. Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright has pro- 
posed Israel handover another 
13 per cent of the West Bank 
to Palestinian self-rule under 
interim peace deals. Citing 
security concerns, Israel has 
offered nine per cent 

At a news briefing in Beijing 
on Thursday, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Zhu 
Bangzao said China was 
deeply concerned about a 
long-term deadlock in Middle 
East peace-making, but he did 
not elaborate. 

Mr Netanyahu is scheduled 
to begin his visit by touring an 
Israefi-Chinese model farm on 
Monday. He will hold talks in 
Beijing on Tuesday with Chi- 
nese President Jiang Zemin 
and Rime Minister Zhu 
Rongji. 

On Wednesday. Mr. 
Netanyahu will tour the For- 
bidden City and the Great Wail 
of China and also meet Chi- 
nese company directors. He 
visits' Shanghai on ihunyday. 

The stage for Mr. 
Netanyahu's China visit was 
set last August after be made a 


brief stopover at Beijing air- 
port on his way to Japan. 

Expressing satisfaction over 
China’s assurance that it 
would not help Iran build a 
nuclear reactor, Mr. 
Netanyahu said at the time he 
would take up an invitation by 
Chinese Vice Premier Li Lan- 
qing to visit China in 1 998. 

Mr. Li visited Israel last Feb- 
ruary with a delegation of key 
regional officials and econom- 
ic project decision-makers. 

Israeli exports to China 
totalled $70.5 million last year 
and imports from China stood 
at $206 million, according to 
Israeli government figures. 

But the figures change dra- 
matically when trade with 
Hong Kong, now under 
China's control is taken to 
account 

Israeli exports to Hong 
•Kong stood at $878 million in 
1997, with diamond ship- 
ments to the Asian clearing 
house making up most of the 
figure. Imports from the for- 
mer British colony totalled 
$432 million. 


Defence witnesses testify about 
secret Israeli army hit squad 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The for- 
mer commander of a secret 
army hit squad testified Sun- 
day on behalf of an army 
major accused of killing a 
British tourist and wounding 
the tourist's girlfriend. 

Daniel Okev, 45, has con- 
fessed to shooting and killing 
Jeffrey Hunter. .22, and 
wounding Hunter's girlfriend 
Charlotte" Gibb last August. 

Mr. Okev claims, however, 
that he opened fire on them 
because he was traumatised by 
service in the squad, known as 
■Rimon." Hebrew for 
grenade, which hunted down 


and executed suspected Pales- 
tinian activists, according to 
his lawyer. 

On Monday, the court in 
Beersheba where Okev is 
being tried heard testimony 
behind closed doors from 
General Meir Dagan. former 
commander of the undercover 
unit, and from a fellow soldier 
in the unit, which operated in 
the Gaza Strip in the early 
1970s. 

Mr. Okev’s lawyer, David 
Yiftach. said Gen. Dagan testi- 
fied about the unit’s opera- 
tions. The judge will decide in 
a few days whether some of 


their testimony can be made 
public, Mr. Yiftach said. 

Mr. Ylfiach has said that Mr. 
Okev’s experiences in the 
Rimon unit, where he killed 
people and saw people killed 
all the time, “burst our" the 
night he shot Hunter and Gibb. 

If he is convicted of 
Hunter's murder, Mr. Okev 
faces a mandatory life sen- 
tence. 

Mr. Okev's next hearing is 
scheduled for SepL 6. when 
the court will hear testimony 
from psychiatrists for both the 
prosecution and the defense, 
Mr. Yiftach said. 



ELECTIONS IN LEBANON: An armoured vehicle stands by a polling station Sun- 
day in Beirut's Shiite-dominant southern suburbs during Lebanon's first municipal 
elections in 35 years amid efforts to seek a political balance between Christians and 
Muslims and ease tensions which persist despite the end of the civil war (AFP photo) 


Israeli warplanes attack suspected 
Hizbollah bases in south Lebanon 


NABATIYEH (AP) — Israeli 
warplanes raided- suspected 
Hizbollah bases in southern 
Lebanon Sunday following 
attacks against Israeli soldiers 
occupying a border zone. 

Two Israeli jets fired four 
missiles at positions believed 
to belong to the Hizbollah near 
Aqmata. a village facing the 
occupied zone, said Lebanese 


security officials, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties from the air 
raid or the preceding Hizbollah 
attacks. 

In Israel the military com- 
mand said warplanes attacked 
"terrorist bases” north of the 
zone, scoring accurate hits. 

Aqmata is in Iqlim Al Tuffah 


province, an area Hizbollah 
uses as a springboard for 
attacks on Israeli troops The 
Israeli airraid in the eariy after- 
noon came after HizboDah 
announced two attacks against 
Israeli outposts in the south. 

A Hizbollah statement said 
guerrilla rocket and machine 
gun fire scored direct hits oa 
the outposts. 


Palestinian refugees send appeal 
to Annan over embassy plans 


ByTareqAyyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tones 


AMMAN — Palestinian 
refugees in Jordan hailing from 
’Ain Karem village, near 
Jerusalem, have urged U.N. Sec- 
retary General Kofi Annan to 
intervene and stop Israeli plans 
to build foreign embassies on 
confiscated lands belonging to 
them. . . 

The appeal by representatives 
of over 30,000 former residents 
of the Palestinian town was 
handed over to the United 
Nations* office in Amman on 
Saturday. 

“'Ain Karem is the property of 
its indigenous people, who were 
expelled from the village in 
I94S by tyranny and oppres- 
sion," said the three-page letter, a 
copy of which was sent to the 
Jordan Times. 

“We. the people of 'Ain 
Karem. most of whom now live 
in exile in Amman, declare that 
we are still holding on to our 


land and more than ever want to 
return to it," it added. 

-< We warn any country that 
intends to move its embassy 
from Tel Aviv to ‘Ain Karem 
that such a move will be consid- 
ered an illegal act of aggression 
under international law... and 
[wej remind them tint such an 
action is a grave mistake.’’ 

The statement followed recent 
Israeli news reports that the Jew- 
ish state was planning to allocate 
parts of confiscated land in ’Ain 
Karem for the construction of 
foreign embassies if they are 
moved from Tel Aviv to occu- 
pied Jerusalem 

The reports died the United 
Stales as one of several countries 
willing to move their missions. 

In 1995. the Republican-con- 
trolled U.S. Congress passed 
legislation calling for the United 
States to move its embassy to 
Jerusalem by 1999. U.S. Resi- 
dent Bill Clinton has vowed to 
hold off the move until the issue 
of Jerusalem's future can be 


decided in negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians as 
called for under the Oslo peace 
accords. 

The appeal also coincided 
with a visit to Jerusalem by U.S. 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
a long time supporter of moving 
the embassy to Jerusalem. 

’Ain -Karem residents tied 
their -village; southwest of 
Jerusalem, after the Deir 'Yassin 
massacre by Jewish aimed 
gangs which left dozens of 
Palestinians dead. 

Unlike Arab villages were 
destroyed by Jewish gangs dur- 
ing the war. ’Ain Karem was 
spared. But the Israeli govern- 
ment confiscated their lands and 
put them under the custody of an 
“absentees property fund.” 

The well-known Israeli hospi- 
tal Hadassa-'Ain Karem, was 
constructed on a piece of land 
that belonged to the village, 
while tire houses of Palestinians 
in the village were rented to 
Israelis. 


Emir receives letter from Sudan’s president 


KUWAIT tAP) — The Sudanese foreign minis- 
ter met Kuwait's emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed Al 
Sabah, on Sunday as part of a Sudanese attempt 
to mend relations strained since the 1991 Gulf 
war. 


Sudanese Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman 
Ismail delivered a letter to the emir from 
Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir, the Kuwaiti 
News Agency reported. It was the second such 


letter in less than a yean 

Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait and tbe Gulf 
war that followed caused a rift between Kuwait 
and several Arab countries. 

Kuwait believes these countries, including 
Sudan, tilted tew aid Iraq. They say they support- 
ed Kuwait’s sovereignty, but reftised to join a 
U-S.-led coalition that eventually evicted the Iraqi 
troops because they favoured an Arab solution. 


Jordan Times, Monday, May 


10 rebels killed in AIgs 

bomb toll rises to 18 c 


ALGIERS (R) —Troops shot 
dead 10 suspected Islamist 
gnomTlas in Algiers in a four- 
hour-long gunbatde while 60 
more guerrillas were still 
trapped by sokfiezs in western 
Algeria, local newspapers said 
on Sunday. 

Meanwhile, the death toll 
fromabombattackatanqpein- 
air market in Algiers rose to 1 8 
when two people died of their 
wounds on Saturday, said the 
daily La Tribune, 

Security forces bad said ear- 
lier that 16 people died and 61 
more were injured by the 
bomb at tbe market in Al Har- 
rach suburb on Friday. 

Tbe blast was the most lethal 
in a spate of bomb attacks in 
Algiers since February in 
which more than 40 people 
have been killed. Officials 
blame rebels for the attacks; 

, The renewed killings in the 
dty have taken their toll on tbe 
nerves of many residents. 

Dozens of people, most of 
them university students, were 
injured in a stampede prompt- 
ed by a bomb scare inside a 
commuter train in Algiers on 


LaTri 


Saturday, 

'Two among of 
had their legs 
hospital" ii said, 
wounded were 
underfoot in the 
others jumped 
dows of tbe movmg 
newspaper said. • ' ^ 

It was carrying passam^.- 
from Bab Ezzouar ' 

of Algiers's main unhralS^;. 
the centre of die capital 
The same day troops shat . 
dead 10 rebels in theft bkfcoafe 
in Cberaga district in Algiers 
after a fierce engagement, sad 

another daily. Al Kbaban - 
Five more rebels were kflfed 
on Saturday in Boameides'. 
region, 40 ktiometres east of 
Algiers, the daily newspaper 
Sawt Al Ahrar reported. 

In the western province of 
Mascara, 300 kilometres from 
Algiers, troops had encoded 
60 rebels, Al Akbabar said. 

The newspaper said the 
siege began a few days ago 
and advancing troops bad 
found the remains of a civilian 
whose throat had been cut ft 
gave no further detafix. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


UAE, Iran foil to announce settlement on disputed islands 


ABU DHABI (AP) — The Umted Arab Emirates fUAE) and Iran 
ended high-level talks Sunday to resolve a territorial dispute, but 
failed to announce any settlement and said more talks will be held 
latpy Iran's Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrari met with President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan of the UAE for talks on 
three islands claimed by both countries, the official Emirates News 
Agency reported It said Me Khanazi left for Tehran later Sunday. 


TUrkish forces loll 23 Kurdish rebels 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish security forces killed 23 Krnfish rebels 
in four separate dashes in tbe southeast of the country over the 
weekend, the Anatolia news agency said on Sunday. Citing a state- 
ment from authorities governing the emergency rule region, it said 
troops had lolled 1 1 Kmdish Labour Party (PKK) guerrillas in out- 
lying regions of Van, Sort andTuncdi provinces. On Saturday, the 
agency repeated tbe deaths of a additional 12 PKK rebels, kilkri in 
a three-hour fire fight with security forces in \fan province. No nril- 
itaiy casualties were mentioned. 


Iranian exiles in Iraq may intervene in struggle in Tehran 


BAGHDAD ( AP) — If tenaop be^pea 
ers-escalaies in ban, an Iraqi-based opposition group Wl send Its 
forces*acro$s' tire border; an Irarrian estile leader said Suriday. The 
group, the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, was part of ihe bpposfaori that 
overthrew the U.S.-backed shah in 1979. but tbe group split with 
the Islamist government ova disagreements about powsx-drariiig. 
“If the situation escalates-. I think there will be no problem for our 
army to establish its units inside Dm,” said Mohammad Mohad- 
desrin, the group's foreign affairs chief. He said he did not think 
Iraq would oppose such amove. 


Moroccan, Egyptian leaders to discuss trade, peace 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco heads for Egypt tins 
week to discuss issues ranging from trade tariffs to Middle East 
peace and politics with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. The 
two will spend two days in Cairo talking and presiding over a joint 
commission described by one Arab diplomat as “the only one in 
the Arab World, and probably in the world, led by two heads of 
state.” 


Turkish prosecutor indicts Islamist businessman 


ANKARA (API — A prosecutor has indicted a prominent Turkish 
businessman with inciting religious hatred and moved to close 
down an Islamist association be heads, the Anatolia news agency 
said Sunday. The charges against Erol Yarac, the bead of the busi- 
nessmen’s association MUSIAD, stem from a speech he made last 
year criticising the government's secular pedides-and calling on 
members of MUSIAD to “break the heads’’ of tbe secular-minded. 
The indictment said his words threaten public order It also 
demanded tbe closure of MUSIAD. Me Yarar could go to prison 
for three years if convicted. 


IORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


| PROGRAMME TWO 
1 15:10 Cartoon — Highlander 
j 15:30 Drama — Raider of the 
i South Pacific 

1 16:00 Drama — Neighbours 

I 16:30 J>oc. — Last Frontiers 

, 17:00 French Programme — 
jThalassa 

{ 18:00 Acapulco Bay 

1 19:00 Le Journal 


TIMES DAILY GUIDE 


J 19:15 French Programme 

19:30 News headlines 

19i35 Comedy — Hope and 
Gloria 

2(h00 Doc. — Perspective 

21:10 Doc. — 99-1 

22:00 .News in English 

22:30.. Law and Order 

23:10. Bay Watch Nights 

23:59 End of T.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 


0337. 

Fajr 

05:29 - 

.(Sunrise) Du ha 

1231 


16:13 - 


TQ-W 

....Maghreb 

21:08...- 

„*Isha 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sireffieh^ Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 

4632785 


St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Tferra San eta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77 1751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 568S4t>4 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St. John tbe Baptist at De la 
Salk College TeL 566 1757 
Church of tbe Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
46161 38 

Church of Presentation* Swet- 
fieh Tel. 5920146 
The Unlate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish Td. 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church. TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to rise, 
clouds appearing at different alti- 
tudes, and winds easterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Miik/Max. temp. 

Amman. 15/30 

Aqaba... 23/37 

Deserts 14/32 

Jordan Valley.............. -20/35 


Al Saiam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ......4637660 

Najib pharmacy >5347632 

IRBID: 


Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh ...250080 

AJ Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalil Abu Hussein 985019 
Khalifeh pharmacy ..........985417 


Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority JftSOlOO 

J. Electricity Authority >...815615 
Electric Power Co.-. ......463638 1 

RJ Flight Information— .44-53200 
Queen Alia IncL Airport —44-53200 


(09199099 


IRBID: 

Princess Basrna Hospital 
(02)275555 


l(h50 .—..Dubai Abu Dhabi (RJj 

17:05 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 -London (RJ) 


Greek 


HOSPITALS 


Ibn 


Catholic Hospital 

(021272275 

Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


17:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

19:00 -Bangkok (RJ) 

19:40 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 
03:40 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


06:45 

11:45 

12:20 

12:45 

13:15 

21:15 

21:40 

21:45. 

22:15 

23:40 


-Beirut (RJ) 


Frankfurt. London (RJ) 

Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
Kuwait (RJ) 


Cairo (RJ) 


-Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

i. Sanaa (RJ) 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 28. Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 57 per cent, 
Aqaba 40 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. KhalDAl'nishiq ^.„,^.757253 
Dr. Nasser Ibrahim -.—-5350432 
Dc Yahya Abdul Rahim .-..4126072 

Dr. BahjatBader 3352642 

Ftras pharmacy — —5661912 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

EMERGENCIES Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 Hussein Medical Centre — — 5S56S56 

G^ Defence Departmerff — 5661111 LuzmDa 4630195 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue Khaltdi Maternity. .4644281/6 

.4630341 Akileh Maternity.,,. .4642441/2 

Gvil Defence Emergency. 1 99 Jabal Ammon Maternity 4642362 

Rescue Ptfice 192, 4621 11 1,463777? Malhas, J. Amman. 4636140 

Fire Brigade ............461 7! 01 Palestine, Shmeisani .5607071 

Blood Bank. .775121 Shmeisani Hospital .5669131 

Highway Police — 843402 University Hospital J353444 

Traffic Police - 896390 Al-Muasber Hospital ..5667227/9 

Public Security Dept. .463032 1 Al-Ahli, Abdali „ .5664 164/6 

Hotel Complaints J605800 Italian. Al-Muhajreen ..777101/3 

Price Complaints...... 5661176 Al-Bashir..- 77511 J/26 

VV&ETvfc Sewerage Gxnptarts -897467 Army. Maria S9I61I/15 

Amman Municipality Complaints Queen Alia Hospital -.5602240/50 

~...„...7S71fi Amal Hospital J607J55 

Telephone Information (directory 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3 1411! 


FOR TBE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-$. where it should 
always be drifted. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44(527001 


ARRIVALS 


Al Asema pharmacy -5347632 

Nairoukh pharmacy .4623672 


assistance) 121 ZARQA: Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Overseas Calls — .0 1 0230 Zarqa Govt, Hospital (09)983323 07:45 .Sanaa (RJ) 

Central Amman Telephone Zarqa National Hospital 0930., Damascus (RJ) 

Repairs- .4623101 — (09)900560 09:30 -Jeddah (RJ) 

Abdali Tel. Repairs.- .566 UOt Ibn Sina Hospital 409 1986732 09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

Jordan Television 773111 AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 10:25 -.-Beirut (RJ) 


Other Flights 

10130 .Cairo (MS) 

14:10 Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

15:40 Doha(QR) 

15:45 Khartoum (SD) 

19:05 Frankfurt (LH) 

1*45 Dubai (EK) 

22:15 - — Istanbul (SD) 

22S25 - — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:45 -Athens. Beirut (OA) 

01:30 Amsterdam, Damascus (EK) 

Royal Wing? (KW) 

10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

22:15 Tel Aviv (.arriving at 
QAIA)(RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Other Flights 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) . 

06:35 JLarnaca(CYV 

07:30 Paris (AF) 

08:20 .London (AF) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

11:30 .Cairo (MS) 

15:00 Bahrain (GF) 

15:50 Vienna (OS). 

16*30 _Doba(QR) 

16:45 Istanbul (SD) 

20:45 

23:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:15 Khartoum (SD) 

0230 Amsterfam(KLJ : 


ttotne 


chief 


- H:\ 


Royal Wings (RW) 

OfkOO Aqaba (from Maria Airport) r 
(RW) 

09^30 Aqaba (from Maria Airport) : 
(RW) 

20*45 Tel Aviv (fam QAIA) <KW) ] 
2130 >Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) ; 
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Jordan limes, Monday, May 25, 1998 


King 
receives 
message 
from chief 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
received a cable Sunday 
from Taber Hikmat. chief 
of the Court of Cassation 
and the Higher Judicial 
Council, who pledged that 
every effort would be made 
to maintain the distin- 
guished imag e of Jordan's 
judiciary. . 

Mr. Hikmat expressed his 
appreciation to the King, 
saying that he has always 
been keen to develop the 
judicial system's ability 
and enable it to perform its 
role and mission in achiev- 
ing justice. He praised 
King Hussein’s directives 
during his meeting last 
week with the three 
branches of the govern- 
ment in which he said the 
judiciary would receive ail 
possible support. 

He voiced the judicial 
system’s absolute commit- 
ment to cooperate with the 
other branches of the gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Hikmat, a veteran 
lawyer and former minis- 
ter, was appointed chief 
justice of the Court of Cas- 
sation and the Higher Judi- 
cial Council on May 15 on 
a pledge to modernise the 
judiciary. 


what’s 
going on 


FILMS 

* Two films entitled 
"Never Say Never Again 
(James Bond" 007)" and' 
children’s, film “Touch-,, 
’down 'on'Buttdn’Mooc" at' 

1 the British Council, Jabal 
Amman on Tuesday, May 
26 and Wednesday. May 
27, at 7:00 p.m. and 6:00 
pjn. respectively. 

* “Ma Saison PtiSfenSe’’ at 
tiie French Cultural Centre, 
Jabal Weibdeh at 6:30 pm. 
and 8:30 .m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Woks by Christian de 
Poitzamporc at the Univer- 
sity of Jordan, until June 4. 

* Paintings by Abdul 
Aziz A1 Hasak at Ham- 
mourabi Art Gallery, Gar- 
dens Sc (TeL 5536098), 
until May 26. 

* Photo exhibition “Fred- 
erico Garcia Lorca" and 
book exhibition “Lorca 
Translated Into Arabic" at 
[nstituto Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman (TeL 4610858), 
until May 25. 

* “Sculpture Designs” by 

Jewellery Designer 

Suzanne El Masry and 
Sculptor Samer Tabba at 
the American Center. 
Abdoun, until May 25. 

* Paintings by Lebanese- 
American artist EtsI Adrian 
entitled "Artist’s Book of 
Art and Poetry ' at Darat Al 
Funun. Jabal Weibdeh. until 
May 2S. Also displaying 
worts by Berlin-based Syr- 
ian artist Marwan Bashi 
entitled "A Suite of Heads,” 
and works by contempo- 
rary Arab artists. 






PRINCESS BASMA ATTENDS GRADUATION CEREMONY: HRH Princess 
Basina attends a graduation ceremony Sunday for students from the Al Ahlia and 
Bishop Girls schools in Amman . Princess Bosnia distributed certificates to the stu- 
dents and presented the two schools' trophies to Bishop Samir Qafeiti, head of the 
Anglican community in Jerusalem and the Middle East (Petra photo) 


House denounces Israel’s celebrations 
marking ‘unification’ of Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
(xi Sunday denounced Israel's 
celebrations marking (he 
anni versary of the "unifica- 
tion” of Jerusalem and called 
on the world community to 
help bring about justice and 
end Israel's continued illegal 
occupation of Arab lands. 

“The Lower House of Par- 
liament is following with 
extreme concern the Israeli 
celebrations of the so-called 
'unification of Jerusalem', 
carried out in violation of 
international laws and resolu- 
tions which call on Israel to 


end its occupation of the Holy 
City," the House said in a 
statement. 

"The House reaffirms the 
historical facts about 
Jerusalem and refutes all 
Israeli claims that the Arab 
city is part of the land of Israel 
and that Jerusalem will be the 
united capital of the Jewish 
state. 

'The Lower House reaf- 
firms that all these Israeli 
c laims are null and void and 
can by no means infringe on 
the Arab rights in Jerusalem, 
which should be returned to 
its Arab owners,” the state- 


ment added 

Israel's measures against 
the historic Arab rights in 
Jerusalem and its disregard 
for the feelings of hundreds of 
millions of Muslims around 
the world constitute flagrant 
acts of aggression on spiritual 
and humanitarian values as 
well as legitimate Arab rights, 
it said 

“The House, while express- 
ing its condemnation of all the 
desperate Israeli attempts and 
practises which coincide with 
world community's efforts to 
establish a just peace in the 
region, calls on world govern- 


ments, Arab and Islamic 
states and die UN. and die 
Security Council to shoulder 
their responsibilities by 
putting an rad to Israel’s arro- 
gance, illegal practises and 
desecration of tie holy 
places,” continued the state- 
ment 

The statement commended 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
efforts in support of the Pales- 
tinians’ and Arabs’ rights in 
Jerusalem and voiced its 
absolute support for the King- 
dom’s leadership in. its 
endeavours to defend 
Jerusalem and its holy places. 


Cabinet endorses $5 million 
loan for hospital equipment 


international laws and resolu- which should be returned to establish a just peace m the endeavours to defeat 
tiotis which call on Israel to its Arab owners,” the state- region, calls on world govern- Jerusalem and its holy places 


Anani rejects Ben Tsur’s blame of 
Palestinians for peace deadlock 

Ry AKa A. Tn ankan foe peace process.” Israel has insisted that a Israeli Rime Minisfc 

„ . , ... , . t - . Tmi. ftww mwa riv»n Q- RMimnin Npfanvflhn And hi 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Sunday endorsed 
a $5 million loan from the 
Vienna-based OPEC Fund 
for International Develop- 
ment to help finance the pur- 
chase of equipment for the 
King Abdullah Educational 
Hospital at the Jordan Univer- 
sity for Science and Technol- 
ogy. 

The Cabinet authorised the 
Jordanian ambassador to Aus- 
tria to sign the loan agreement 
on behalf of the government 

At a session' chaired by 


Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, the Cabinet autho- 
rised Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Hani 
Mulki, who heads the King- 
dom's side to the Joint Jor- 
danian-AJgerian Committee, 
to sign an agreement on bilat- 
eral cooperation in sports and 
youth matters on behalf of tire 
government 

The Cabinet also authorised 
Dr. MuUd to sign another 
cooperation agreement with 
Algeria in the field of awqaf 
and Islamic affairs. 


The Cabinet approved the 
formation of a delegation 
from the Jordanian Civil Avi- 
ation Authority to attend die 
meetings of the executive 
board of the Arab Civil Avia- 
tion Organisation (AC AO), 
which will be held in Cairo 
from May 27-29. The meet- 
ing will discuss the ACAO’s 
budget for the years 1999- 
2000. its plan of action and 
Arab states' membership in 
the council of the Internation- 
al Civil Aviation Organisa- 
tion. 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Jordan on Sun- 
day rejected an Israeli offi- 
cial's charge that the Palestini- 
ans should be more "accom- 
modating" to end the 16- 
month deadlock in the peace 
process. 

Deputy Pome Minster and 
Foreign Minister Jawad Anani 
told the Jordan Times after 
bolding talks with Israel's 
Director General of the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs, Eirnn 
Ben Tsur, in Amman yester- 
day, that the Israeli official said 
that “if tire Palestinians were 
mare accommodating, then 
there would be movement on 


Crown Prince reviews competitiveness 


the peace process. 

Mr. Ben Tsur said that his 
government wants to see 
progress in the peace process 
but rejects the American pro- 
posal — which the Palestini- 
ans have accepted — for a sec- 
ond Israeli troop redeployment 
from 13 per cent of the Wfest 
Bank, said Dr. Anani. 

De Anani, however; told Me 
Ben Tsur that “die 13 per cent 
is the ntirrimum that anyone 
will accept, and tiM figure is 
already a compromise oc a 
compromise," he said, refer- 
ring to the Pales timan- Israeli 
Qsto peace accoids stipulating 
that Israel’s second troop with- 
drawal should be around 30 
percent 


Israel has insisted that a 
withdrawal from more than 9- 
11 per cent would endanger its 
security. 

According to Dr Anani 
there were no discussions on 
bilateral issues during his talks 
with Me Ben Tsul “There are 
more serious things going on 
right now that need to be con- 
centrated on," be said. 

Jordan is enraged by what 
officials term Israeli "procras- 
tination” in delaying the 


with the Palestinians, and in 
bringing about an “explosive" 
situation to the regjoa 
His Majesty King Hussein 
has blamed the deadlock in the 
peace process entirely an 


Israeli Rime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and his 
Ukud4ed government. 

Last week. King Hussein 
said that the stalemate demon- 
strated that Me Netanyahu has 
no "respect for the Palestinians 

anri nf> pranmilmml m the res- 
olutions, and to agreements 
signed,” in adtfressing mem- 
bers of the legislative, execu- 
: tive and judicial authorities. 

The Monarch sent a strong- 
worded letter of protest to Me 
N etanyahu last month, wam- 
' ing him of the dire conse- 
quences for the entire region of 
not moving ahead with tire 
second redeployment, and 
holding him responsible for 
the faltering peace process. 


(Continued from page 1) 

qualitative and positive 
change in the Jordanian citi- 
zens' standard of living so that 
they can contribute positively 
to the development process. 

. ..J&ince .Jfctssaa ..sailed Jor. 
practical cooperation between 
foe: private and- public, sectors; 
and for translating this-partner-' 
ship into real and practical 
accomplishments benefiting 
the Jordanian society. 

At the meeting, Much was 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and a 
number of ministers. Prince 
H assan urged the concerned 
parties to present a clear vision 
on foe steps to be taken 
towards achieving national 
goals. 

Prince Hassan who also 
attended a meeting by the min- 


istry’s planning committee 
called for reconciling specific 
policies and the overall poli- 
cies in economic and social 
fields. He also called on the 
concerned parties to pursue 
studies and dialogue and to 
. ,t?ke. steps to implement reso- 
lutions in older to. achieve fur- 
• foer-' progress in foe Jordanian 
development process. 

Prince Hassan emphasised 
foe importance of continued 
cooperation and coordination 
among the various sectorsnot- 
ing that economic develop- 
ment cannot be attained by 
dependence on one sector 
alone but rather through inte- 
grated action by foe various 
state’s sectors. 

He urged the concerned par- 
ties fo make further investment 
in research and development 
noting that the studies have 


proved that research has been 
scarce. He also stressed the 
importance of cooitimation 
among the scientific and acad- 
emic organisations and indus- 
tries in recruiting and training 
human resources for the 
labour market 

- Prince Hassan also called on 
the concerned sectors to bene- 
fit from other countries’ expe- 
riences and expertise with a 
view to attaining economic 
development reforms and 
boasting the national econo- 
my. 

Latex; Rince Hassan mer the 
board of directors of the Jor- 
dan Trade Association raging 
them to work on penetrating 
new markets for Jordanian 
products which would be sup- 
ported by continued improve- 
ment in the quality of goods. 


Shipping agents 9 association elects 
incumbent president for second term 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Shipping Agents Association 
yesterday reelected Moham- 
mad Kaladeh to head foe 
association’s seven-member 
board for a second two-year 
term. 

Capt. Kaladeh is a ma jor 
importer of steel, sits on the 
board of foe Aqaba Port 
Authority and is a former 
director general of foe Aqaba 
Ports Corporation. 

Thirty-three of the associa- 
tion’s 56-member general 


assembly also reinstated five 
incumbent board members to 
guide- the association’s-actm- 
ties over foe next two )«ars. 
They are: Daifrllah Sweidah, 
Zubail Khreino, Talal 
Hal award, Mashour Al Jazi, 
and Nadim Gaigour. The sev- 
enth seat was filled by Tawfiq 
Kawar after Mr. Kawar and 
another candidate, Ibrahim 
Naouri, tied for foe position. 
Mr. Naouri withdrew in 
favour of Me Kawan 
The board has traditionally 
been controlled by the leading 
shipping agencies, notably 
Amin Kawar and Sons, T. 


Gaigour and Fils and Capt 
Kaladeh. 

‘••^Shipping industry 'sources 
tokl foe Jordan Times that five 

‘-'meaSBSs of tbc’as&xriaSon. 
hailing mainly from these 
enterprises, control between 
80 and 90 per cent of foe ship- 
ping marker. However; one 
source said trig business was 
taken aback this year by foe 
ejection of Gen. Jazi, largely 
interpreted to be foe candidate 
of foe smaller shippers. 

A board member told foe 
Jordan Times that Gen. Jazi, 
who reportedly deals with 
li nes from Libya, Sudan and 


Algeria, claimed 25 votes — 
more than Ml other members 
combined • in- -yesterday’s 
elections. Al Jaa is reported to 
mainta^ ohe per 'ceni of the 
martost. 

T drink that smaller ship- 
pers possibly felt fed up by the 
fret that the association and 
die shipping business are 
being run by lag companies 
and that they don't necessarily 
have a voice in the industry,” 
the source said. "The particu- 
lar concern is to what extent 
[Gen. Jazi’s] vested interest in 
this industry is if his share of 
the market is so small.” 


Majali calls for Arab summit I J° rdan celebrates 52 years of independence 


(Continued from page 1) 

Syrian President Hafez Assad 
are in constant contact He 
added that Jordan keeps Syria 
and Iraq informed on devel- 
opments. 

The Jordanian government 
is coordinating closely with 
the Palestinian National 
Authority, particularly on 
matters related to their efforts 
to carry out the stages of foe 
peace process with Israel he 
added. 

Progress or success on any 
Arab-Israeli track without a 
corresponding solution with 
the Palestinians can by no 
means lead to peace and 
security in the region, foe 
prime minister stated 

The Palestine question is 
the core issue of the whole 
Arab-Israeli conflict and 


therefore there can be no 
peace without a solution 
acceptable to foe Palestinian 
people and their leadership, 
Dr. Majali said. 

Israel especially under the 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu, has 
lost credibility as foe U.S. and 
Europe have both realised 
that Arab countries and the 
Palestinians are genuinely 
working to achieve peace, 
unlike me Israeli government, 
which is seeking to sabotage 
agreements between Israel 
and Arab parties, according to 
foe prime minister. 

He said the U.S. and 
Europe are exercising pres- 
sure to safeguard the interests 
of both the Palestinians and 
foe Israelis. 

Referring to Iraq, Dr. 
Majali said foe country's 


problems could be solved 
through a direct U.S.-Iraq 
dialogue aimed at ending foe 
sanctions. 

King Hussein has discussed 
the question of a direct U.S.- 
Iraq dialogue with American 
leaders, he said, noting that it 
was the King who persuaded 
foe U.S. adminis tration to 
open a direct dialogue with 
the Palestinians at a time 
when the Palestine question 
had been in limbo at tie UN. 

Dr. Majali added that the 
U.S. adminis tration did not 
reject foe idea of dialogue 
with Iraq and this, he said, is 
a good sign. He expressed 
hope that the proposed dia- 
logue between the two sides 
would begin as soon as possi- 
ble in older to put an end to 
foe Iraqi people’s sufferings. 


(Continued from page 1) 

in the same period grew from 
10,729 to L3 millio n and foe 
ministry's budget rose from 
JD35.248 in 1946 to JD2J0 mfl- 
Uoq at present. 

He noted (hat one of foe 
main achievements in educa- 
tion is clear through the decline 
in foe rate of illiteracy noting 
that whDe in 1961 the rate stood 
at around 77 per cent, it now 
stands at U per cent 

Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try Chairman Khakkxm Abu 
Hassan said on the eve of the 
independence anniversary that 


Jordan's industry flourished 
under King Hussein as indus- 
trial businesses now number 
more than 25,000 and con- 
tributes to 22 per cent of the 
gross national product and 90 
per cent .of the country’s 
exports to DO nations. 

Me Abu Hassan said that 
despite its meagre resources, 
Jordan has succeeded in set- 
ting up 25,000 industrial busi- 
nesses employing at least 
150,000 workers. 

Me Haidar Murad, chairman 
of the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce, said 
in a statement on foe occasion 


that the economic process has 
been growing over foe years, 
noting that the members of the 
Chamb er of Commerce in 
1923 numbered around 40, ris- 
iqg to nearly 31000 at present. 

Since foie 1940s, Jordan's 
external trade rose in value 
from JD2J2 miDion to JD4.2 
billion in 1997, Me Murad 
added, noting that foe federa- 
tion which now represents 
more than 70,000 firms has 
played a major role in bolster- 
ing the national economy. 

On foe occasion, all govern- 
rrtenf departments and public 
institutions will be closed. 


while several functions have 
been organised around the 
country to mark Jordan's 52nd 
Independence Day anniver- 
sary. * 

On the eve of the anniver- 
sary, King Hussein received 
cables of good wishes from 
Prime Minister Abthil Salam 
Majali senior government 
officials, key public figures, 
heads of unions, religious lead- 
era and prominent Jordanian 
personalities. 

Cables also came from 
heads of state in Arab and for- 
eign countries. 


maepenaeooe anniversary mar in a statement on roe occasion msoumoos wiu oe cioseo, eign countries. 


Arafat urges U.S. to put Israel on the spot 
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Voters turn out in force for Lebanon’s landmark municipal poll 


(Continued from page 1) 

seats and more than 600 posts of 
"mokhtar” — officials charged with keep- 
ing records of births, marriages and deaths. 

Christians constitute the majority in 
Mount Lebanon, apait from the Shouf and 
Aley regions which are dominated by 
members of the Druze community and a 
smaller Sunni-dominant regjoa further 
south. 

Nearly 700,000 voters over the age of 21 
are eligible to participate in the Mount 
Lebanon phase of the election. 

By midday, five hairs after polling sta- 
tions opened at 7:00 ajit, voter turnout 
had readied 50 per cent in some districts, 
going up to 70 per cent in others, accord- 
ing to polls surveyed by AFP, 

Lebanese Interior Minister Michael 
Muir said that three hours after voting 
stated, one-in-five voters had turned ouL 
He said foe elections were trouble-free, 
although security service officials said one 


man had been arrested over vote fraud. 

To vote, families displaced by foe dvil 
war are returning briefly to their original 
homes where they remain listed on civil 
registers. 

hi Daraur. a Christian seaside town of 
16,000 people south of Beirut heavily 
damaged during the wat; a large number of 
families returned to vote within sight of 
their still-ruined apartments. 

Reconstruction of the town has been on 
hold since financing was suspended by the 
refugees ministty for lack of fends, a prob- 
lem shared by a number of villages further 
up in the Shouf and Aky mountains. 

One candidate list in Dumur is calling for 
speeding up the process of foe refugees’ 
return, while another wants "a return with 
dignity.” 

Traditionally, municipal elections here 
are dominated by alliances between fami- 
lies and clans with a strong showing by 
govenunem-becked candidates. 

‘The miirtiripal elections still have a 


family air about them and evetyooe feels 
involved,'’ said one candidate. 

Lebanon last held municipal elections in 
1963, but poDs have been postponed since 
then because of political crises and the war 
It is also the first time Christians have 
taken part in airy poll in at least six years, 
after ttey boycotted legislative elections in 
1992 and 1996. 

Mating in the five other districts in north 
Lebanon, Beirut south Lebanon, 
Nabafiyeh and the eastern Bekaa will take 
place on May 31, June 7 and June 14. 

In a Shiite suburb of south Beirut where 
candidates supported by foe Hizbollah are 
facing off againsa those suppated by foe 
pro-Syrian Amal the Lebanese army has 
posted tanks on the squares and soldiers 
ore patrol in the streets, witnesses said. 

The pro-Syrian government has been 
intensiiying efforts to prevent foe elections 
from deepening religious rifts, and put for- 
ward coalition lists of candidates to ensure 
Christian representation. 


(Continued from page 1) 

reach an agreement [on reviv- 
ing negotiations] there will be 
bloodshed,” Me Mordechai 
was quoted as telling foe 
weekly cabinet meeting. 

“We must ensure that the 
peace process continues while 
making adjustments required 
for foe security needs of 


Israel” he said. 

Army radio, meanwhile, 
said foie army and police had 
been put on alert by the 
domestic intelligence agency 
due to warnings about possi- 
ble Palestinian attacks in foe 
coming days. 

Ml Mordechai considered 
the leading moderate in gov- 
ernment, has pressed Mr. 


Netanyahu to reach an agree- 
ment on long-overdue troop f 
withdrawals from foe West' 
Bank which has become the 
key sticking point in attempts 
to revive negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

During Sunday’s cabinet 
meeting, Mr. Netanyahu said 
there bad been some progress 
in the U.S.-mediated negotia- 


tions concerning security 
measures Israel is demanding 
from the PNA, according to 
the official minutes of the ses- 
sion. 

But he said there was no 
agreement yet on the security 
issue or on the scope of foe 
Wbst Bank withdrawal Israel 
is willing to offer at this stage. 


Israel holds military parade in Jerusalem 


(Continued from page 1) 

after Israeli troops refused to kt dozens of 
workers into nrigbbcuring Jerusalem and on 
their return home foe angry labourers started 
pelting Israeli soldiers with stones, foe wit- 
nesses said. 

The soldiers responded by Opening fire 
with rubber-coated bullets and wounded 10 
of foe workers, among them a news agency 


Doctors in Bethlehem said none of foe 
wounded was in a serious condition. 

Israeli bonier guards told foe Palestinians 
they could wx enter Israel because of a secu- 
rity alert linked to foe "Jerusalem Day” mili- 


tary parade. 

• The army, however; did not announce a 
formal closure of the West Bank and Gar a 
Strip during foe annual Jerusalem Day com- 
memoration. 

Hnndreds erf extra pobceraen, soldiers and 
paramiliiary border guards were dqfloyed in 
Jerusalem to prevent possible Palestinian 
attacks or other trouble during Jerusalem 
Day celebrations. 

the illegal annexation and declaration of 


Although civilian parades are held annual. 

ly foe awfotetsary, foe govemmait added 

dozens of spatial evens for this jubilee year 


marking the 50th anniversary of lsracT s cre- 
ation. 

Earlier Sunday scuffles broke out when 
about 50 Jewish miTiranrs tripri tn raise Israeli 
flags outride Orient House, foe unofficial 
Palestinian headquarters in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

The building’s security guards tore down 
the flags and pushed bade foe militants from 
the' Temple Mount Faithful group and fist- 
fights erupted before po&ce. separated foe 
twosides- 

TbeUanpfe Mount Faithful also setfneto 
a black coffin on whk* was inscribed: ‘The 
Palestinian Authority = Terrorist State” — a 
reference to foe PNA. 
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Voter turnout strong in Hong 


Kong elections despite heavy rain 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong voters braved 
tonential rain Sunday to 
turn out in record numbers 
for the first election under 
Chinese rule, defying pre- 
dictions that bad weather 
and apathy would lead to a 
washout. 

By early evening rhe 
turnout rate had topped the 
crucial one- million mark, 
far exceeding numbers in 
the Iasi poll in 1995. 
despite widespread criti- 
cism of the new electoral 


system. 

By 17:30 p.m. (0930 
GMT) 34.25 per cent of 
voters registered in the 
geographical constituen- 
cies had turned out in the 
poll, which is also China's 
first multi-party election 
since the 1949 Communist 
takeover. 

Hong Kong pro-democ- 
racy groups called the elec- 
tion a big step forward for 
democracy on the main- 
land, despite claims the 
voting an-angements here 
were "designed specifically 
to keep them out of the leg- 
islature. 

“This is a very significant 
day for the people of Hong 
Kong because this is the 
first time in the history of 
the People's Republic of 
China that some people 
have been given the right 
to vote,” Democratic Party 
Chairman Martin Lee said 
after casting his ballot. 

“If we in Hong Kong do 
not exercise this right how- 


can we face our conscience 
and the 1.2 billion people 
in China?" 

Pre-poll surveys have 
predicted the Democratic 
Party will capture about 50 
per cent of the popular 
vote. But under the new 
electoral system that level 
of support will only trans- 
late into about a quarter of 
the 60 Legislative Council 
seats at best. 

In the three-tier election. 
10 seats will be chosen by 
an Election Committee. 30 
“functional constituency” 
seats are returned by pro- 
fessional groups and 20 
seats are elected by univer- 
sal suffrage. 

But under new arrange- 
ments introduced after 
China scrapped the pre- 
handover legislature, only 
some 140.000 people can 
vote in the “functional” 
constituencies, compared 
to some two million in 
1995. 

Mr. Lee predicted people 
would turn out despite the 
bad weather if they 
realised the historical 
importance. Local village 
leaders in China have been 
directly elected for the past 
10 years but there is no 
direct election at national 
level and no multi-party 
system. 

Despite early indications 
that turnout would exceed 
expectations, Hong Kong 
leaders kept up their inten- 
sive campaign Sunday to 
urge the public to vote. 


'‘We should not be com- 
placent " Chief Secretary 
for Administration Anson 
Chan said, “I urge every 
registered voter to exercise 
their right so we can have a 
truly representative legisla- 
ture.” 

Chief Executive Tung 
Chee Hwa, who was con- 
fronted by a small but 
vocal pro-democracy 
protest when he arrived to 
vote, had the same mes- 


sage. 

“I appeal to every one in 
Hong Kong to come and 
vote despite the bad weath- 
er,” he said. 

Mr. Tung said voting was 
a v^ry important step in the 
realisation of Hong Kong's 
post-handover constitution 
and the “one country, two 
systems” formula under 
which it returned to China 
last July with a guarantee 
of a “high degree of auton- 
omy.” 

Voters said the sense of 
histary, coupled with con- 
cern over Hong Kong's 
worst economic downturn 
in decades had lured them 
through flooded streets to 
the ballot box. 

“I'm not just exercising 
my frights," said one house- 
wife dragging along a son 
admiring a government- 
issued souvenir card for 
the first election under 
Chinese rule. 

“I want to see that those 
who really care about our 
jobs are elected to the 
Legislative Council ” she 


added. 

“I want candidates to 
make certain our govern- 
ment is heading in the right 
direction to revive the 
economy." said watchman 
Tang Kwong-Fok. 

Academics have repeat- 
edly said turnout would be 
the key issue in the election 
and anything less than 1.0 
million voters would be a 
sign of no confidence in 
the electoral arrangements. 

There had been wide- 
spread criticism the system 
was too complicated and 
fears the public would not 
bother to vote for what 
many see as a rubber- 
stamp parliament 

Professor Lau Siu Kai. 
head of the Asia Pacific 
Research Centre at the 
Chinese University, said 
pre-poll surveys may have 
overlooked a vital point 

“The other thing we may 
have underestimated is the 
increase in the sense of 
civic responsibility; now 
Hong Kong people are 
governing Hong Kong,” he 
said. 

Mr. Lau said the turnout 
rate was still low in inter- 
national terms, “but if we 
get a level of 40 per cent 
the Hong Kong govern- 
ment can feel very 
pleased." 

“The democrats can also 
say it shows Hong Kong 
has matured and use it as 
an excuse to step up their 
campaign for more democ- 
racy,” he added. 


Anti- Asia MP’s party could 
destabilise Australian state 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
Australian government 
warned Sunday that anti- 
Asia MP Pauline 
Hanson's One Nation 
party could destabilise 
Queensland state's gov- 
ernment if it seized the 
balance of power there.a 

Ms. Hanson's home 
state goes to the polls 
next month in what will 
be the fledgling One 
Nation party's first elec- 
toral test. 

“Clearly in 

Queensland. One Nation 
as it is ironically 
described, has more sup- 
port than in other parts of 
Australia." Foreign 
Affairs Minister 

Alexander Downer said 
in a television interview. 

"If One Nation wins 


seats in Queensland I 
think that will be a force 
for instability in 
Queensland politics," he 
said. 

Queensland Premier 
Rob Borbidge has hinted 
that the state may have to 
go to the polls for a sec- 
ond time if next month’s 
election results in a hung 
parliament, with One 
Nation holding the bal- 
ance of power. 

He dismissed questions 
Sunday about whether he 
would rule with the sup- 
port of One Nation can- 
didates if they snared the 
balance of power. 

“There’s no question of 
any deals ... One Nation 
have said they will not 
support the coalition and 
they will not support 


Labour,” he said. 

Mr. Borbidge also sent 
a stern warning to mem- 
bers of a secret paramili- 
tary organisation, report- 
edly operating in 
Queensland, that they 
must obey and respect 
the law. 

Newspaper reports 
Sunday claimed that an 
armed group called the 
Freedom Scouts, which 
has declared strong sup- 
port for One Nation, 
aims to establish a force 
of 160,000 to be divided 
into small guerrilla units. 

Its members were con- 
vinced Australia was 
unable to defend itself 
and were arming them- 
selves against invasion 
from the north. The 
Brisbane Sunday Mail 


reported. 

The group was believed 
to have tried to take over 
the a branch of One 
Nation in far-northern 
Mackay. which was 
recently disbanded as a 
result. 

Ms. Hanson shot to 
prominence in the March 
1 996 general elections 
where she was elected as 
an independent after 
being dumped by the 
Liberal Party — the 
senior partner in the 
coalition that rules feder- 
ally and in Queensland. 

Her policy bandwagon 
of zero-net immigration, 
welfare cuts for 
Aboriginal Australians 
and looser gun laws 
sparked intense debate 
here last vear. 


U.S. not worried 


over Estrada’s 


nationalistic postures 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
United States is not wor- 
ried over would-be 
Philippine President 
Joseph Estrada’s anti- 
American stance in the 
past, Washington's ambas- 
sador to Manila said 
Sunday. 

"He has long been a 
friend of the United States 
and he made very clear to 
me in our meeting last 
week that he wanted very 
close relations between 
the Philippines and the 
Linked States,” 

Ambassador Thomas 
Hubbard said. 

Mr. Hubbard was speak- 
ing on the sidelines of a 
meeting between a U.S. 
delegation and senior for- 
eign ministry officials of 
the Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) which ended 
here Sunday. 

Despite Mr. Estrada’s 
“nationalistic posture over 
some issues" Mr. Hubbard 
said Washington was look- 
ing forward “to working 
with him across the 
board.” 

Then a senator in 1991. 
Mr. Estrada had been 
among those who voted 
for the expulsion of U.S. 


forces from the country. 
He even starred in an anti- 
U.S. bases movie to stir 


support. 

The Senate vote led to 
the closure of U.S. mili- 
tary bases and a cooling of 
relations between the 
once-close allies. 

Mr. Hubbard said he was 
also hopeful Mr. Estrada 
will see the quick passage 
in Congress of a proposed 
Visiting Forces Agreement 
with the Philippines that 
would provide legal 
immunity to visiting 
American troops. 

“He said very clearly as 
part of his platform that he 
supports the Visiting 
Forces Agreement ... and I 
certainly expect him to 
move forward in that 
agreement,” Mr. Hubbard 
added. 

Mr. Estrada, a former 
movie actor, has an over- 
whelming lead in an unof- 
ficial count of votes from 
the May 11 presidential 
election. 

An official count to start 
Tuesday is expected to 
confirm his victory. He 
will succeed incumbent 
President Fidel Ramos 
who steps down June 30 at 
the end of a six-year term. 


Reformer-led coalition 


heads polls in upcoming 
Montenegro vote 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
A coalition led by 
Montenegro's reformist 
Presidenf Milo 

Djukanovic is leading 
opinion polls one week 
before early legislative 
elections, die Belgrade 
Fonet news agency 
reported Sunday. 

Mr. Djukanovic's 
coalition ‘To live bet- 
ter” received the support 
of 42 per cent of those 
surveyed, compared to 
30 per cent for the 
Socialist People’s party 
of his main rival, Momir 
Bulatovic. 

A third party, the 
Liberal Alliance of 
Slavko Perovic, polled 


10 per cent in the o^in- 


'ion poll carried out by a 
Montenegrin polling 
agency. 

Mr. Bulatovic was 
president of Montenegro 
before being ousted by 
Mr. Djukanovic, the 
then prime minister, last 
year. 

Under Mr. 

Djukanovic, the tiny 
republic which together 
with Serbia makes up 
Yugoslavia, has charted 
a different course to that 
of hardline Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic, who backed 


Mr. Bulatovic. 

That policy appears to 
be paying off. Of the 
i.840 people questioned 
in the poll, Mr. 
Djukanovic is the most 
popular politician in 
Montenegro. He won 
the backing of some 58 
per cent of those polled. 
Mr. Bulatovic came sev- 
enth. behind four of Mr. 
Djukanovic’s aides and 
Mr. Perovic. 

The May 31 parlia- 
mentary elections are set 
to be a major battle 
between these two fac- 
tions, especially since 
Mr. Bulatovic became 
Yugoslav prime minister 
last week in a staged 
federal parliament 
move. 

Mr. Djukanovic 
blames Mr. Milosevic 
for the remaining politi- 
cal and financial sanc- 


tions against 

Yugoslavia. accusing 

Yugoslav strongman of 
acting as an autocrat, 
isolating the federation 
and leading the country 
to disaster. 

More than 61 per cent 
of those asked consid- 
ered “justified” Mr. 
Djukanovic’s criticism 
of Mr. Milosevic's rule 
of the joint state. 


mn 







Hong Kong Chief Executive Thug Chee-Hwa (left) cast 
his vote as Secretary for Constitutional Affairs Michael 
Suen looks on during Hong Kong’s first election under 
Chinese rule (AFP photo) 


Taleban urge 
Pakistan to refrain 


from nuclear tests 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's Taleban 
militia Sunday backed 
Pakistan’s moral right to 
conduct nuclear tests but 
joined a chorus of pleas 
to their neighbour to 
show restraint. 

“As a peace-loving 
. country Afghanistan 
considers the nuclear 
tests by India as a threat 
to regional security 
which will result in a 
nuclear arms race,” an 
official statement from 
the purist Islamic militia 
said. 

"Pakistan has the right 
to conduct their own 
nuclear tests because of 
their security and 
defence but it should 
exercise restraint so that 
such races are not 
expanded,” it added. 

The current Kabul 
regime enjoys close ties 
with Pakistan, which is 
one of only three coun- 
tries that recognise the 


hardline movement. The 
militia accuse India of 
providing financial sup- 
port to their northern 
rivals. 

The Taleban hold two- 
thirds of Afghanistan 
including the entire 
southern part of the 
•country which , borders 
. with Pakistan's 

Baluchistan ; province, 
which analysts consider 
to be the most likely 
venue for a nuclear test. 

Pakistan Prime 

Minister Nawaz Sharif 
Friday indicated his gov- 
ernment had not yet 
taken a decision on a 
response to the May 11 
and 13 Indian tests, say- 
ing "whatever decision 
is eventually taken will 
be in the supreme nation- 
al interest.” 

Islamabad has been 
under pressure from 
Western countries and 
Japan not to test. 


Nearly 500 Afghans 
punished for 


trimming beards 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Nearly 500 Afghan men 
have been punished with 
lashings under strict 
Islamic laws after being 
found to have trimmed 
their beards by Taleban 
police, residents and 
official sources said 
Sunday. 

State-run radio Shariat 
announced that 490 men 
had been given lashings 
after they were found 
with neatly groomed 
beards, while 110 
women were also pun- 
ished after the Islamic 
militia's police patrols 
found them to be inade- 
quately covered. 

“The unit also pun- 
ished 10 taxi drivers 
who. contrary to Islamic 
teachings, transported 
women without their 
legal male relative,” the 
Taleban radio added. 

Kabul residents said 
that those captured by 
the patrols — which 
speed around the city in 
Japanese-made jeeps 
mounted with loud- 
speakers blasting out 
religious sermons — 
received a brief lashing 
with a rubber hose. 

Last week the patrols 
punished 1 20 beard trim- 
mers, while the week 
before 65 men were 


given a forced haircut by 
scissors-wielding reli- 
gious police unhappy 
with lengthy fringes con- 
sidered un-Islamic by 
the militia. 

Since seizing the once- 
liberal Afghan capital in 

September 1996, the 
Taleban ’s Department 
for the Fostering of 
Virtue and Prevention of 
Vice has strictly 
enforced the Muslim 
militia’s strict rules of 
appearance and conduct. 

In 1997, the militia 
nabbed more than 1,200 
beard law violators and 


the current onslaught of 


arrests comes amid 
steadily declining facial 
hair levels brought about 
by the false belief that 
last year's massive 
crackdowns had eased. 

Women are required to 
wear the all -covering 
tent-like burqa garment, 
through which the wear- 
er can catch a glimpse of 
the outside world 
through a small hexago- 
nal mesh over the eyes. 

The Taleban control 
two-thirds of 

Afghanistan and have 
imposed what they say is 
the world’s purest 
Islamic state. 
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1 dead, scores inj 
as Kenya peace 
ends in chaos 
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NAIROBI (AFP) — One of 
30 armed raiders who 
invaded a rally in the Rift 
Valley's Trans Nzoia dis- 
trict, firing guns and shoot- 
ing arrows, was killed when 
the crowd turned on the 
gunmen, Kenyan newspa- 
pers reported Sunday. 

Scores of people were 
injured, four seriously, in a 
stampede triggered by an 
explosion believed to have 
been caused by a grenade 
thrown into the crowd by 
raiders emerging from sur- 
rounding bushes maize 
plantations. 

Some 30 ruling party and 
opposition MPs, led by par- 
liamentary opposition 
leader Mwai Kibaki, had 
attended the rally Saturday 
at Sabwani Primary School 
on peace for the troubled 
North Rift region. 

The rally was organised 
as a direct response to a first 
meeting at the same venue 
three weeks ago, which also 
ended in chaos when police 
moved in and beat up 10 
MPs and journalists. 

The raiders struck as 
Limuru MP Geoige Nyanja 
was addressing the crowd. 
After the explosion, an 
arrow landed on the VIP 
tent, forcing the crowd esti- 
mated at 5,000 to scatter 
and the MPs to run for 


Addressing a „ 
conference latex; 
leader Mr. Kibaki 
that three Land Rov„ 
ried police officers^ 
clothes who later 
the meeting” 

Mr. Kibaki ^ 
police, with the help-qj 
pie believed to be--* 1 
warriors, had 
themselves five 
from the meeting.’'' T _ 
warned the meeting^# 
venors that the rally ” 
not take place. 

The opposition ... 
said he bad personally 
nessed the police stahe^^ 
behind a crowd of nstio^' 
armed with arro%/ 
moments before the explqpj 


cover. 

The raiders then- took off, 
with residents in hot pur- 
suit One was cornered, 
killed and mutilated in the 
presence of reporters and 
MPs. the reports said. 

Uniformed policemen sta- 
tioned about 50 metres 
away did not respond to the 
commotion, but took away 
the body of the raider after 
the crowd left the area, the 
newspapers said. 


Cannes prizes to 










CANNES, France (AFP) — 
The Ecumenical Prize of 
the Cannes Film Festival 
was awarded Sunday to 
Greek filmmaker Theo 
Angelopoulos for his film 
“Eternity and a Day” which 
closed the festival competi- 
tion. 

The jury praised the film’s 
"poetic writing” which 
"reveals die depth of life ... 
and opens itself to a rich 
symbolism” 

The director “invites us to 
see and understand the suf- 
fering of humanity," die 
jury said, hoping that audi- 
ences would “be moved by 
the unexpected confronta- 
tions, tender sharing and the 
struggle with uncompro- 
mising truth.” 

The film, starring Bruno 
Ganz, relates the encounter 
of a dying writer with an 


Albanian child refugee and 
is a rich meditation on age 
and infancy, myth and 
memory, creativity and 
social life, time and eterni- 


ty 


The Ecumenical Jury also 
honoured Swedish director 
Ingmar Bergman, whose 
latest television play "In the 
Presence of a Clown” was 
screened in the festival’s 
“Certain Regard” section, 
"for his life’s work which 
reveals the mysteries of the 
human heart throughout 
history.” 

The Ecumenical award, 
initiated in 1974 by 
Catholic and Protestant film 
organisations, has in the 
past crowned works by 
such filmmakers as Andrei 
Tarkovsky, for 

“Nostalghia”. - and ' Wim 
Wenders for "Paris, Texas”. 


Chinese officials 


sacked for playing 


poker on the job 


BEUING (AFP) — Three 
local government offi- 
cials in China's eastern 
Shandong province have 
been sacked for playing 
poker during working 
hours, the Communist 
Party’s flagship the 
People's Daily reported 
Sunday. 

The newspaper said the 
Laizhou city government 
had punished another 22 
public officials for gam- 
bling at cards since it 
established a “self-disci- 
pline” system in March. 

The system aims to 
eliminate gambling, 
drinking, "rough working 
styles” and drunk driving 
during duty hours, it said. 

Nine in 10 of the cases 
were brought to light by 
private citizens through 
the use of complaint hot- 
lines, It said. 

Northern Shanxi 
province, meanwhile, has 
sacked 2,000 policemen 


since the start of a cam- 
paign to upgrade law- 
enforcement personnel 
be^an in March; . the 
newspaper said m ^.sepa- 
rate report. 

Most of those sacked — 
all but 40 of whom were 
only “temporary” offi- 
cers — were found 
unqualified for duty. 

Around 100 others, were 
dismissed for specific 
violations. The report 
cited Wei Shuwei, a 
Taiyuan city mininal 
squad director, who was 
removed from his - post 
for eating at restaurants 
without paying .. and 
“beating up local, peo- 
ple.” 

President Jiang Zemin 
and other top leaders 
have been promoting 
simple living and honest 
work to quell / public 
resentment over corrup- 
tion and abuse of ^privi- 
lege by public officials. 


World 


only tip oj 


wa5HiS gton ' 

rhn amount oi 

UK - : n HIV?-!- 


lfV ».i in 

gSSancx I* 

,-S criminal y 

L d ni? 

not hi r.s! ■ 

.jlix made »“ •--- 


the 


sal** < n ." - , 

^rort> nerc ^ 

7- 5 Auorno ■*-■** 
Rent' •sr.d i s 


ilw L'cswJ 


and the sel/ure. * 

Or»rr..:. ~ 


The - 


sion. 

The two rallies had beeai'l 
called by the local. MP an*)-' 
top opposition FORD*; 
Kenya official, lawyer 
George Kapten. to disenss- 
insecurity. cattle raids and..-, 
land allocation following: a - ' 
nationwide outcry . over 
serious security problems in ‘ 
the North Valley region. 

Fighting between . the- 
Pokot and Marakwet tribes, 
which started out as tradi- 
tional rivalry and castle 
rustling, has degenerated 
into a daily bloodbath, leav- 
ing scores dead in the past 
two months, and forcing 
several hundred families, 
mostly Marakwets, to flee 
their homes. 

Nationwide food supplies 
have been threatened 
because the theatre of the 
fighting is a principal 
Kenyan bread basket 

President Daniel Arap 
Moi Iras ordered the army 
to move in to help the 
police disarm people in the 
region possessing illegal 
firearms. 
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Money seized in 
U.S. drug sting 
only tip of iceberg 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The amount of money 
snared in Operation 
Casablanca, the largest 
U.S. criminal investigation 
into drug money launder- 
ing, is nothing compared to 
the profits made in drug 
sales in the United States, 
experts here said. 

U.S. Attorney General 
Janet Reno and U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin announced the arrest 
of more than 100 people 
and the seizure of $35 mil- 
lion in the massive sting 
code-named Operation 
Casablanca Monday. 

The officials said they 
had broken an internation- 
al money laundering oper- 
ation that involved top 
Mexican banks and Latin 
America's most powerful 
drug cartels 

The sting was described 
as “the culmination of the 
largest, most comprehen- 
sive drug money launder- 
ing case in the history of 
U.S. law enforcement.'’ 

Tire U.S. officials said 
they could seize up to $122 
million from U.S. and 
Mexican accounts, and 
arrest as many as 200 peo- 
ple. 

However the seizure fig- 
ure is a mere 0.25 per cent 
of the $50 billion the ille- 
gal drag trade generates 
each year in the United 
States, according to figures 
from the White House’s 
own drug czar, retired 
General Barry McCaffrey. 

The immediate effect of 
Casablanca is really to 
pressure banks into closely 
looking at the origin and 
destinati on of large money 
transactions, said 

Francisco Thoumi, a U.S.- 
based Colombian expert on 
money laundering. 

A large percentage — 
Mr.. .Thoumi _ estimates 
about one-third — of the 
drag profits are laundered 
in nations outside of the 
United States through a 
network of small compa- 
nies that send the money 


out using wire transfers, 
couriers, and the regular 
postal system. 

Money shipment loca- 
tions are springing up like 
mushrooms across the 
country, in large part to sat- 
isfy the demand of foreign 

migrants — man y from 

Latin America — who 
want to send money back 
home to relatives. 

In an attempt to crack 
down on the trade, in 
August 1996 the U.S. 
Treasury Department 
ordered 12 New York firms 
and 1,600 franchises to 
report the names and 
addresses of the senders 
and the recipients of all 
money transfers to 
Colombia worth $750 or 
more. 

The Treasury 

Department said that the 
crackdown led to a notice- 
able drop in money trans- 
fers from New York to 
Colombia. 

However money transfer 
operations have since 
popped up in dozens of 
states outside New York. 
“What we are seeing now 
is money being laundered 
through cities not covered 
by the reporting restric- 
tions/' Mr. Thoumi said- 

Treasury officials would 
like to have companies 
report all foreign transfers 
of $750 of more, including 
"suspicions’' transfers of 
less than $500. 

The government's 
request was dropped, at 
least temporarily, when the 
largest money-transfer 
companies in the business 
— the U.S.-based Western 
Union and MoneyGram — 
com plaine d that they 
would have to show the 
government some 800,000 
v.r /forms each -year, - at. an 
annual cost of $10 million. 
, In any .case, treasury offi- 
cials are already over- 
whelmed looking into the 
4,000 to 5,000 transfers 
reported each year of trans- 
fers of $10,000 or more, 
Mr. Thoumi said. 


Suspected ‘granny basher’ 
hangs himself after arrest 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A “granny 
basher” who terrorised 
Sydney’s elderly with more 
than a dozen savage attacks 
over the last two months was 
found hanged in his cell 
Sunday hows alter his arrest, 
police said. 

Court offices* found 
Douglas Pitt hanging from a 
shoelace tied to a window 
grille shortly after his appear- 
ance in court Sunday, but were 
unable to revive him, a correc- 
tive services spokesman said. 

Pitt, 27, had been charged 
with breaking and entering and 
two counts of grievous bodily 
harm after a vicious attack on 
an 84-year-old woman in her 
home Saruxday. 

“I would describe her 
injuries as amongst the most 
serious and shoddng I have 
seen in my police service,” 
police Assistant Commissioner 
Ken Maroney told journalists 


after the arrest. 

The woman was being treat- 
ed for severe facial injuries and 
was in serious but stable condi- 
tion. 

Pitt was cangfit after the 
woman’s neighbour, alerted by 
banging noises, allegedly 
caught him in die act and was 
able to identify him. 

The court heard toe attack 
was closely related to 12 other 
incidents where elderly 
women in the same inner-city 
area were robbed and beaten in 
their homes for relatively small 
sums of money. Police prose- 
cutor Sergeant Wayne Druery 
told die court that Pitt was 
believed to be involved in a 
“spree of bashings” of elderly 
women, and said his previous 
record of criminal charges was 
“horrific”. 

The court also beard that Pitt 
was receiving methadone 
treatment. 



Jailed East Timorese leader Xanana Gusxnao speaks to 
journalists during a rare interview at Jakarta’s 
Cipinang jail (AFP photo) 

Jailed East Timorese 
rebel leader says 
struggle will continue 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Jailed 
East Timorese rebel leader 
Xanana Gusmao said here 
Sunday the East Timorese 
straggle for independence 
from Indonesia would con- 
tinue after the fall of long- 
time ruler Suharto. 

“What we are fighting for 
will continue," Mr. 
Gusm ao , 51, told journal- 
ists here in a rare interview 
in Jakarta's Cipinang jail 
where he is serving a 20- 
year sentence for sepa- 
ratism. 

"The new government 
wiH have to respect our 
right to chose (indepen- 
dence)/* said Mr Gusmao, 
the leader of the armed 
wing of the Timorese inde- 
pendence movement, who 
was captured in 1992. . 

Sporting a red cap in the 
courtyard of the jail, where 
he has been held since 
1993 along with other 
political prisoners, Mr. 
Gusmao said he had been 
“generally” well treated 
and his conditions in prison 
were “pretty good.” 

“I am a little older and a 
little greyer.” the bearded 
rebel leader said, speaking 
in English, and joking and 
laughing with reporters. 

Holding out slim herpes 
of being released any time 
soon under an expected 
amnesty by the new gov- 
ernment of Mr. Suharto's 
prot£g£ President B. J. 
Habibie, Mr. Gusmao said 
however he was confident 
file international communi- 
ty “will not forget my 
case.” 

He was jailed for life in 
May 1994 for plotting 
against the state and illegal 
possession of firearms. Mr. 
Suharto later commuted 
the sentence to a 20-year 
jail term. While in prison. 
Mr. Gusmao has taken up 
bonsai and painting as a 
hobby. He cares for pet fish 
and plays a lot of football, 


and has undergone treat- 
ment for kidney stones. 

“Generally 1 don’t expect 
to be released soon unless 
the new government 
(changes direction). 1 don’t 
accept 'amnesty' because it 
means forgiveness, so I 
don’t accept that,” he said. 

“It was extraordinary for 
all of us political prisoners 
that Suharto stepped 
down,” he said, while 
re main ing pessimistic on 
progress over East Timor. 

“I don’t expect so much 
from the. new government, 
I believe that the interna- 
tional pressure will contin- 
ue to make sure that the 
problem of East Timor is 
not the internal problem of 
Indonesia ... (but) an inter- 
national problem,” he said. 

Indonesian troops invad- 
ed East Timor in 1975 and 
annexed the former 
Portuguese colony as a 
province in 1976. 

The United Nations and 
most states do not recog- 
nise the unilateral annexa- 
tion, and still view Lisbon 
as the official administrator 
over East Timor, where 
Indonesian troops have 
been accused of wide- 
spread human rights abus- 
es. 

Mr. Gusmao said he had 
been allowed to meet his 
family and friends when 
they came to Jakarta, but 
had “never 1 ’ met with 
Indonesian officials. 

But he said he had met 
with visiting U.S. officials. 
South African President 
Nelson Mandela, and three 
times with U.N. special 
envoy for East Timor 
Jams heed Marker. 

Mr. Gusmao was head of 
the Fretilin armed indepen- 
dence movement from 
1979 until his arrest in the 
East Timorese capital of 
Dili in 1992. 


New Zealand considers aid for 
children of Vietnam veterans 


AUCKLAND (AFP) — The 
New Zealand government is to 
consider compensating the dis- 
abled children of Vietnam vet- 
erans exposed to the defoliant 
Agent Orange, Prime Minister 
Jenny Shipley said. 

Speaking Saturday at the 
opening of an exhibition 
"Vietnam — A Struggle for 
Peace,” Ms. Shipley said 30 
years after the Vietnam ear it 
was time New Zealanders put 
behind them any personal 
views about the rights and 
wrongs of New Zealand's par- 
ticipation in the war; NZPA 
reported Sunday. 

Ms. Shipley said Vietnam 
veterans had been treated no 
differently from other veterans 
“but there remains one area on 
which I have some uncertainty 
and that is the question of any 


flow-on effects in relation to 
the children of veterans who 
are currently not specifically 
recognised or covered.” 

“for this reason the govern- 
ment has begun to consider the 
case for a review of veterans’ 
claims of children’s disabili- 
ties ” the report quoted her as 
saying. 

In Australia, where a link 
between the highly toxic defo- 
liant Agent Orange and various 
medical conditions is already 
acknowledged, new evidence 
has also found an increased 
risk of spina bifida in veterans' 
children compared with the 
general population. 

The United States govern- 
ment accepted the spina bifida- 
Agent Orange link and has 
paid compensation, fit New 
Zealand, Vietnam \feterans 


Association researcher John 
MoHer has said veterans had 
counted 179 children with 
major health difficulties by the 
early 1980s, NZPA said 

Mr. Moller also told the NZ 
Listener he and another 
researcher have evidence 
attempts were made to manu- 
facture Agent Orange in New 
Zealand for the U.S. Vietnam 
war effort. 

He and fellow Vietnam vet- 
eran Allan Grayling believe 
“evidence was concealed from 
us by members of the body 
politic in New Zealand and 
Australia,” the Listens’ report- 
ed Sunday. 

Opposition Labour Party 
defence spokesman Geoff 
Braybrook, who was a medic 
in Vietnam, said he had tried 
for years to get a government 


investigation into whether the 
chemical was manufactured 
here for the U.S. war machine. 

A 1989 inquiry into the alle- 
gations proved inconclusive, 
bnt Mr. Braybrook claims vital 
evidence was never put before 
the inquiry. 

Allegations involve a 1967 
memo to then deputy PM Jade 
Marshall that die chemical 
manufacturer Ivon Watkins 
(IWD) of New Plymouth was 
interested in supplying the U.S. 
wife defoliants, fee Listener 
said. 

And in Wellington tins week- 
end napalm victim Kim Phuc 
— whose agonised face 
became an international sym- 
bol of die honors of fee 
Vietnam war — helped open 
an exhibition in remembrance 
of Vietnam. 


Battle starts for votes of 
Protestants in assembly elections 


BELFAST (AFP) — Only a 
day after fee historic vote in 
favour of the Northern 
Ireland peace deal, a fresh 
bailie began Sunday for fee 
hearts and minds of 
Protestants in next month's 
elections to the new Belfast 
assembly. 

Britain’s Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam 
urged the people of 
Northern Ireland to vote for 
parties committed to the 
“spirit” of the peace deal in 
the forthcoming June 25 
elections. 

“We had a vote for peace, 
we had a vote for non-vio- 
lence, and if people are 
going to mirror that, they 
have to vote for people that 
will implement fee spirit of 
that agreement and I hope 
feat's fee case in five 
weeks' time,” she said from 
Belfast in an Interview for 
Britain’s GMTV television. 

The votes north and south 
of fee border in favour of 
the peace plan — 71.12 per 
cent in Northern Ireland and 
94.39 per cent in fee Irish 
Republic — have cleared 
the way for the creation of 
fee new 108-member body, 
which will be an essential 
part of the province’s future 
government 

Under the agreement. 
Northern Ireland is to 
become semi-autonomous, 
remaining part of Britain 
but allowing Dublin a for- 
mal say in its future for fee 
first time. 

The main focus of atten- 
tion in tiie assembly elec- 
tion campaign is certain to 
be on fee battle for fee 


Protestant unionist vote 
after the bitter contest 
between the *yes* and ‘no’ 
campaigners in the referen- 
dum contest. 

The ‘no’ campaigners, 
headed by fee fiery 
Reverend Ian Paisley of the 
Democratic Unionists 
(DUP), know that if they 
can take more than half the 
unionist seats in the parlia- 
ment they can effectively 
make it unworkable. 

The 71 per cent vote in 
favour indicated feat a slim 
majority of the Protestant 
unionist community backed 
fee agreement, as exit polls 
indicated near-unanimous 
support among the Catholic 
nationalist minority. 

In tire centre of Belfast 
Sunday morning, passers- 
by were hopeful about the 


chance for peace after near- 
ly 30 years of sectarian con- 
flict which has claimed over 
3.200 lives. 

Ian, 26, a Protestant walk- 
ing arm-in-arm wife his 
Catholic girlfriend, Sinead. 
23, said: “We’re just going 
to have start working with 
each other, and recognising 
that each has their own part 
to play.” 

“Where 1 was growing up, 
1 grew up amongst it all, it 
was forced upon me to hate 
Catholics, but 1 saw through 
all that, there’s good and 
bad on each side.” 

“It was definitely a good 
symbol,” he said of the 
moderate Protestant union- 
ist leader David Trimble’s 
joint appearance at a rock 
concert wife fee head of the 
large moderate Catholic 


No injuries reported os : 
bomb explodesih Belfast 


BELFAST (AFP) — A small device exploded, bet cased 
no injuries.- in a Belfast train station late Saturday mgfifhs 
it was being examined by anarfeybomb squad alaxed lby 
residents, police said Sunday. T/- v 

The device, described as a homemade bomb, wEnt.off 
hours after voters in Northern Ireland andthe Irish 


troubledBritish province. 

Police said they Were questioning two persons Sunday 
morning in connection With tiie Hast. . 4 r;‘ ■ 

Saturday, shortly after tire resuks of thc peace refccnir 
dums were announced,. Irish poiiire. intercepted two . auto- 
mobiles near the border wife tire irerth, packed wjlh ^ half- 
tonne of home made explosives, and arrested twp 
Police have warned that feree dissidefit factions hTfrte 
Irish Republican : Array*- arid -o^dPhirtestmir 
group, remain: staunchly oppoSed to the Northern ireltetd 
peace process. . . - - ..." . : " Y‘ V 


nationalist' SDLP, Jobs 
Hume. 

The two men will have a 
dose relationship in the 
new semi-autorunous gov- 
ernment, as Mr. Trimble is 
expected to be the first min- 
ister as the leader of 
Northern Ireland’s hugest 
party, and Mr, Hume his 
deputy. 

His girlfriend was more 
cautious, but still believes 
chat the legacy of centuries 
of sectarian division can be 
overcome. 

“It’ll be a long time before 
the hatred between the two 
communities disappears, 
this place is so divided. But 
I believe it will happen. A 
lot of the younger ones are 
more sensible,” she said. 

Walter, 28. a Protestant 
newsvendor, said: “I just 
want peace and that’s it, 
people to be left alone to get 
on wife their lives.” 

But in East Belfast, a 
fiercely unionist area which 
is a bedrock of support for 
Rev. Paisley, people vowed 
to keep up their opposition 
to the deal. 

“It's a waste of time talk- 
ing about peace. It's non- 
sense,” said John Martin, 
75. 

■ ‘Trimble betrayed us. A 
bomb killed nine people in 
the ShankhiU Road, and 
Gerry Adams (leader of 
Sinn Fein, poetical wing of 
fee IRA) earned fee coffin 
of the bomber, and that's the 
man Trimble's been con- 
sorting with.” 

A middle-aged man 
added: “I’d like to see 
peace, bat not at any cost.” 


Daniel Ortega 
reelected head of 
Sandinista Front 


MANAGUA (AFP) — 
Former Nicaraguan 

President Daniel Ortega 
was reelected bead of fee 
Sandinista party late 

Saturday, vowing to main- 
tain a hard-left fine within 
fee country’s main opposi- 
tion party. 

Mr. Ortega lead the 
Sandinista National 

Liberation Front (FSLN) in 
a successful guerrilla upris- 
ing against dictator 
Anastasio Soraoza in 1979. 
He then became 
Nicaragua’s president, and 
remained leader until los- 
ing elections in 1990 to 
right-wing politician 

Violeta Chamorro. 

Mr. Ortega, 54, was 
‘reelected to the job despite 


charges that be sexually 
abused step daughter 
Zoilam erica Narvaez for 1 1 
years. 

Mr. Ortega ran unop- 
posed for fee job despite 
some discontent over his 
leadership, and was reap- 
pointed by an overwhelm- 
ing majority in a secret 
party poll. 

Former Interior Minister 
Tomas Borge was elected 
party undersecretary. 

Mr. Ortega and Mr. 
Borge, both hard liners, are 
the only original Sandinista 
leaders remaining in top 
party posts. 

Tn ray case, nothing has 
been won or lost,” Mr. 
Ortega said upon hearing 
the election result . 


U.K. papers h 
Irish votes, w, 
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Top mafia godfather 
arrested in Sicily 


PALERMO, Italy (AFP) — 
Italian police arrested top 
Sicilian mafia godfather 
Pino Guastella Sunday in 
Palermo, official sources 
said. 

Mr. Guastella has recent- 
ly headed fee Italian 
authorities most- wanted 
mafia list, together with 
Beraado Provenzano — the 
man generally considered 
as the supreme bead of the 
Sicilian mafia. 


Mr. Guastella was arrest- 
ed in a luxurious Palermo 
apartment, after police 
burst in as he was trimming 
his beard. 

“He was unarmed and 
offered no resistance,” said 
one of the arresting offi- 
cers. 

Mr. Guastella, who had 
been on the run from police 
for several months, is sus- 
pected to have carried out 
numerous homicides. 


Norway ’s glaciers 
growing at record pace 


BERGEN, Norway (AFP) 
— Glaciers in western 
Norway are growing at 
record speeds, contrary to 
the current global trend, fol- 
lowing heavy rain and 
snowfall in the 1980s and 
1990s, Norwegian daily 
Bergens Tidende said 
Sunday. 

The face of the Briksdal 
glacier, an off-shoot of the 
largest glacier in Norway 
and mainland Europe. 
Jostedalsbreen, is growing 
by an average 18 centime- 
ties per day. 

From 1992 to 1997, fee 


Briksdal grew by 322 
metres. 

At its current pace, the 
ice-cap is expected to 
extend three kilometres 
from its current position 
within 50 to 60 years, plac- 
ing it right at the front door 
of fee popular Briksdal 
tourist cafe. 

The growth of Norway’s 
glaciers is unparalleled, as 
most of die world’s glaciers 
are melting as a result of 
global wanning. In fee 
Alps, glaciers have melted 
to about half of their size 
since the 1850s. 


LONDON (R) — British 
newspapers Sunday 
hailed the overwhelming 
“yes” votes for a land- 
mark Irish peace deal but 
said much had to be done 
before Northern Ireland 
could bury its violent 
past. 

“It is an astonishing, 
wonderful and complete 
victory for the forces of 
light over darkness for 
the future over the past 
for progress over reac- 
tion for votes over guns,” 
said the Observer! 

In Northern Ireland 
71.1 per cent of voters 
said “yes” to the deal and 
in’ the Irish republic 94.4 
per cent backed it. 

The deal was thrashed 
out on Good Friday by 
Protestant and Roman 
Catholic backed parties 
in Northern Ireland 
together with govern- 
ment ministers. 

“After many false 
dawns, this stunning vote 
is a historic turning 
point... jubilation in 
Northern Ireland, howev- 
er, has a habit of fading 
as old hatreds return,” 
said fee Sunday Times. 

The newspapers — 
many of which lavished 
praise on British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair for 
his role in fee deal — 
said the crucial test 
would be whether guer- 
rilla groups in Northern 
Ireland handed in their 
weapons. 

“There is no peace yet 
in Northern Ireland, 
except in fee sense that 
most of fee terrorist 
groups have agreed not 
to kill anyone until fur- 
ther notice,” said fee 
Sunday Telegraph. 

“Its people, for all their 
justified joy, still live in 
the shadow of fee gun. It 
would be wrong to cele- 
brate 'peace' until fee 
gun has been surren- 
dered.” 

The next stage of fee 
peace process is an elec- 
tion on June 25 to select 
participants in a new 
Northern Irish assembly 
to run local affairs. 

“This is only fee begin- 
ning. The bitter argu- 


ments of fee ‘no’ cam- 
paign proved just how 
much still has to be 
done... fee peace process 
can never stand still. It 
must move on,” said fee 
Sunday Mirror. 

“There is a lot more to 
do. The agreement which 
was accepted yesterday 
remains a framework 
which has to be built on. 
The tough bargaining 
which led up to good 
Friday was only a taste 
of what was to come.” 

Some newspapers said 
it would be naive to 
imagine that both com- 
munities in Northern 
Ireland would .find it 
easy to forget fee pain 
and suffering of a 30- 
year conflict in which 
3,600 people had been 
killed. 

“It will take a genera- 
tion at least before fee 
hurt eases and genuine 
trust builds. The next few 
years will be difficult 
suspicion does not evap- 
orate on fee basis of a 
vote,” said fee observer. 

The Sunday Times said 
. fee province had suffered 
too much for too long to 
be denied its right to 
peace and stability now. 

“Anyone who tries to 
thwart the will of fee 
people should be swept 
aside. Continued terror- 
ism should be ruthlessly 
suppressed,” it said. 

The Express Sunday 
said the Irish question 
had not been solved yet. 

Tt will be a long and 
thorny road, now, on to 
establishing fee assem- 
bly, and there will be dis- 
sidents’ groups on all 
sides. But as Confucius 
: taught us, even a long 
journey begins with a 
first step,” it said. 

The Observer took fee 
most optimistic line of 
all. 

“The arms question 
will be solved. In sum 
Ireland has hot enjoyed a 
better chance of peace 
this century; It is a great 
moment for all of us in 
these islands. A new peo- 
pled not a new nation, 
has. been. bonu" it saicL 
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the march 


goes on 


JORDAN’S CELEBRATIONS of the 52nd 
anniversary of independence today offer a 
unique opportunity not only to pride ourselves 
on decades of accomplishment and national 
building but also to take stock of the unfinished 
business and tbe challenges that still lie ahead. 
Indeed. Jordan made great strides in consolidat- 
ing its independence by putting in place an 
appropriate political and economic infrastruc- 
ture. King Abdullah started the process In the 
twenties and carried it through the thirties and 
forties. When His Majesty King Hussein took 
over in 1952. he realised what his grandfather 
dreamt of accomplishing, freeing the country 
from foreign domination and turning the 
Kingdom into a modern state with functioning 
Institutions. The climax of the building of mod- 
ern Jordan was the King's move in tbe mid- 
1950s to Arabise the armed forces, the pillar and 
mainstay of Jordan’s independence and the 
defender of the country and its political system. 

Trials and tribulations, however, did not cease. 
After the loss of the West Bank in the 1967 Arab- 
Israeii war. Middle East realities changed con- 
siderably on all fronts. The Gulf crisis in 1990 
further taxed the resources of the Kingdom 
when hundreds of thousands of Jordanian expa- 
triates returned to the country and Amman was 
unjustly boycotted for seeking an Arab solution 
to an Arab conflict. 

When the peace process began in 1991 at tbe 
Madrid conference, Jordan immediately called 
for a collective Arab negotiating stand t* avoid 
the pitfalls of the Camp David accord between 
Egypt and Israel and to ensure a comprehensive 
and lasting peace. To our dismay, however, a 
united Arab front did not materialise and the 
Palestinians chose to go their separate way by 
striking the Oslo accord, which looked promis- 
ing at tbe time but turned sour as the days went 
by. As a result. Jordan negotiated a peace treaty 
with Israel that ended all claims to Jordan being 
an alternate homeland for the Palestinians and, 
with the recognition of Jordan's western bor- 
ders. ensured that the Palestinian people's strug- 
gle for their own independence and sovereignty 
would endure- 

The state-building process, meanwhile, contin- 
ues. The dialogue that the Monarch has 
launched among the three branches of govern- 
ment and the 13 professional organisations is 
evidence that the country, both leadership and 
people, continues to engage in soul-searcbing 
efforts to make the Kingdom stronger and 
healthier in every way. As we commemorate our 
independence, we salute our forefathers and 
recognise all the efforts that they put in to make 
the country more prosperous and progressive. 
We pay tribute to our King, his wise leadership 
and his determination to persist in tbe process of 
state-building on all fronts in the most positive 
and constructive way possible. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra'Ps Mnness Razzaz said ihe U.S. is not serious 
about the peace process and for this reason the peace 
option has collapsed. Had the Washington been serious 
about establishing peace between the Israelis and the 
.Arabs it would have taken steps towards that end, for 
instance, by cancelling visits to the Jewish state by 
speakers of the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives, according to the writer. Razzaz said it 
is clear now that the world is under the influence of one 
superpower, and die Middle East is under the sole 
Israeli superpower through the Zionist influence on the 
U.S. Congress. In light of this situation, he said, there 
can be no peace in this region unless the Arabs take 
matters into their own hands and follow the example of 
Hizbollah resistance group which, through its repeated 
attacks on Israel, it forced Netanyahu to seek a with- 
drawal of his forces front Lebanon. 


Al Dustour's Mohammad Jayousi tackled the trade 
relations between Jordan and the Palestine self-rule 
areas describing them as facing a wall of obstacles due 
to Israel's stand and its determination to retain its hege- 
mony on the Palestinian economy. The writer referred 
to Bassam Saket, president of the Jordan Trade 
Associaton. who at a press conference exposed Israel's 
measures to obstruct the flow of goods between Jordan 
and Palestine and urged the government to take imme- 
diate and speedy measures to ensure the removal of ail 
hurdles in the path of mutual trade. According to Dr. 
SnkeL Jordan last year sold a mere $11.9 million worth 
of its products to Palestine while Israel domiated the 
Palestinian markets selling them a billion of dollars 
worth of Israeli goods. Indeed and despite Israeli offi- 
cial statements to the contrary, trade between Palestine 
and Jordan has been hampered even more under the 
Likud administration and by Israel's illegal practices in 
the occupied Palestinian territory. The writer said the 
Jordanian government ought to take prompt action to 
solve this problem. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Role of government in creating 


a competitive economy 


ECONOMISTS, IN their attempt to cre- 
ate a more competitive Jordanian econo- 
my. must be aware of several pitfalls that 
if not avoided, could lead to an economy 
that is even more Keynesian — one 
which is based solely on government 
spending — than the present one. 
Government involvement for the sake of 
creating a more competitive economy 
need not be quantitative; the govern- 
ment's role should be more qualitative 
and microeconomic in nature. However, 
before we delve into the scope of govern- 
mental microeconomic policy, a certain 
clarification must be made. 

There is a misconception about tbe 
meaning of the term "“competitive advan- 
tage of a nation;" it does not mean ‘'com- 
parative advantage" and, therefore, 
should not be viewed as an heuristic 
alternative to it. The two are not synony- 
mous; competitiveness alludes to making 
choices while comparative strengths and 
weaknesses relate to the endowments of 
the economy. Tbe focus of government 
policy must shift away from that of look- 
ing at only the industry. The focal point 
must be clusters, the regional grouping of 
companies that are comprised of firms 
that produce similar products (which may 
be viewed as substitutes), their suppliers, 
firms that produce complementary prod- 
ucts to the basic product, service 
providers, and providers of infrastruc- 
ture. 

Thus, policy is not focused on the ben- 
efits of a narrow group of producers; but 
rather on clusters. Furthermore, the dia- 
logue that may ensue between govern- 


ment and cluster firms does not reduce to 
seeking, as in tbe case of industrial poli- 
cy. government subsidies, protectionism 
and the removal of rivalry, an important 
element in the making of any competitive 
market. In other words, the government 
must create clusters and cluster-based 
policies, not industrial policies. In order 
to create specialised and highly trained 
factors, the government must do the fol- 
lowing: create specialised education and 
training programmes: help universities 
direct their research towards clusters: 
support the creation of knowledge about 
tbe clusters through assisting in informa- 
tion gathering; and improve specialised 
transportation, infrastructure and com- 
munications to address the special needs 
of consumers. 

To improve competition in a market the 
government must remove barriers to 
competition, particularly monopolistic 
practices: organise government depart- 
ments around clusters; attract foreign 
direct investment to clusters not indus- 
tries: and promote the clusters for pur- 
poses of developing exports. In other 
words, after dismantling monopolies, the 
focus must shift from products, indus- 
tries, or sectors to clusters. Support 
industries must also receive the attention 
of government. Suppliers and recipients 
of products within a cluster must be 
brought together in town-hall type meet- 
ings to discuss problems, obstacles, and 
the means to resolving them. Suppliers 
from other locations and clusters may be 
invited to enter a specific cluster in order 
to widen and deepen (horizontally and 


vertically integrate) the cluster which in 
turn creates more value-added. Free trade 
zones and Industrial parks must also be 
based on clusters, instead of specific 
industries in order to create synergies and 
deepening of tbe cluster. 

As for the demand of the consumer, die 
government can partake in several 
actions to create specific and sophisticat- 
ed demand within a cluster. Regulation 
must be such that it encourages innova- 
tion, the achievement of high standards, 
the continuous upgrade of technology 
and products, and Ihe fostering of the 
timely adoption of technology. The gov- 
ernment must also make the testing and 
qualification or certification of products 
inexpensive, better yet free, and available 
to all the producers in a cluster. 
Furthermore, the government must 
demand sophisticated, high quality prod- 
ucts in its bids and procurement con- 
tracts. As the largest consumer in tbe 
economy the government, if it accepts 
cheap and inferior products, will encour- 
age a culture of low value-added. 

Deep within the psyche of development 
experts lies the desire for government 
intervention in the economy, & la macro 
style. New development policy that aims 
to involve the government must also keep 
in mind that it is the collection of small 
changes (and not tbe lazy broad-brush 
actions, which alone do not work), 
applied in a timely and sophisticated 
manner, which will bring about that 
aggregate personal best of Jordan. The 
time is now, happy anniversary Jordan, 
let us not wait too long. 


How many more will die hungry 
before U.N. rules are changed? 


-1? 

• . f :4 ? A P -t- r <• . 


A lot of painful whys? 


To the editor: 


By Richard Dowden 


HERE WE go again. 
Starving Africa pictures on 
television. This time in 
Sudan —again. Hundreds 
of thousands of people, 
maybe a million, face star- 
vation. And here, in the next 
frame, are die aid workers 
telling us how bad it is but 
how; with our help, they can 
save lives. British singer Sir 
Bob Geldof is back in busi- 
ness. too. suggesting that 
the Red Cross send an expe- 
ditionary force of aid work- 
ers to solve the problem. In 
the newspaper ihe aid agen- 
cies use the most ghastly 
picture of hunger as adver- 
tisements to press borne 
their pleas for money. 

Once again the circle is 
complete. Tbe aid agencies 
call the television stations, 
give them free lifts to the 
hunger zone and tell the 
story. We watch, our hearts 
are touched and the aid 
agencies recoup their efforts 
and expenses in a fund-rais- 
ing appeaL A benign circle? 
It seems like one tot for tbe 
lack of an answer to this 
question; are the television 
stations and the aid agen- 
cies telling the whole truth 
about this famine? 

No. The famine in Sudan 
is in one province, Bahr AJ 
Ghazal and it has been 
caused, quite deliberately, 
by one man, Kerubino 
Kuan yin BoL 

Bain Al Ghazal has been 
in the front line of the north- 
south civil war in Sudan for 
15 years. It was already 
sinking below subsistence 
level. Last year Mr. 
Kerubino. a rebel comman- 
der from Bahr Al GbazaL 
defected to the side of the 
Sudanese government With 
its blessing he spent the rest 
of the year razing his own 
region, killing hundreds of 
people and stealing then- 
cattle. food and seed com. 
His savagery forced thou- 
sands more to flee from 
their homes with only what 
food they could carry. Then 
in February this year when 
the survivors most needed 
food aid and seeds to plant 
for this year’s harvest, the 
Islamist government in 
Khartoum refused the 
United Nations permission 
to fly to Bahr Al Ghazal. 
The ban lasted two months. 
The result — famine. 

Kerubino, nicknamed 
‘The Fool*’ in Bahr AJ 
Ghazal. meanwhile 

changed sides again, largely 
because he was not given a 
sufficiently important title 
by the government. He has 
been welcomed back by the 
rebel movement, the Sudan 


People’s Liberation Army, 
SPLA. though in Bahr Al 
Ghazal not surprisingly, 
they want him dead. 

The U.N. and tbe aid 
agencies were aware last 
year of the deptedatioas of 
Kerubino and new that tbe. 
flight ban by the Khartoum 
government would proba- 
bly mean a lot of people 
would starve. But in Sudan 
the U.N.'s humanitarian 
operation. known as 
Operation Lifeline Sudan, 
operates only by agreement 
with both the Khartoum 
government and the SPLA 
Under the agreement drawn 
up in 1991 between the 
UN., tbe government of 
Khartoum and the rebels, 
the UN. and aid agencies 
working under its umbrella, 
must have permission from 
both sides before they can 
move a grain of food to a 
starving village. Every sin- 
gle aid flight, its destina- 
tion, exact content and per- 
sonnel accompanying it are 
subject to inspection — and 
so die whim — of govern- 
ment and rebels, including 
of course Mr Kerubino and 
his ilk. 

Tbe main aim of both 
sides is to direct as much 
food aid as possible in the 
direction of their own 
troops and as little as possi- 
ble to areas where tbe other 
side might benefit The 
UN. is reduced to a puppet 
being jerked around by both 
sides having to balance tbe 
provision of real need to an 
area on the one side with a 
dubious delivery to the 
other. The government is 
worse at imposing restric- 
tions on Operation Lifeline 
Sudan than ihe SPLA but 
both armies help them- 
selves to U.N. aid. To this 
extent the UN. and the aid 
agencies have fed this 15 
year-long war. 

If the price for this was 
that the civilians in Sudan 
were also fed, it would be 
worth paying but they are 
not. Worse, the rules of 
Operation Lifeline Sudan 
prevent tbe UN. telling the 
truth about the causes of 
starvation and the truth 
about people like Kerubino. 
When he was laying waste 
to Bahr AJ Ghazal the UN. 
was silenL In February the 
government’s ban on food 
aid to Bahr AI Ghazal was 
mentioned only twice in 
UN. publicity and only as a 
“cause for concern,” hardly 
the sort of language to cre- 
ate tbe scale of outrage 
needed xo create interna- 
tional pressure on the 
Khartoum government to 
get tbe ban lifted Only now 
when the Khartoum gov- 


ernment sense bad publicity 
from pictures of starving 
people does it choose to 
allow the U.N. to make 
more flights into South 
Sudan. And the reaction of 
tiie U.N.? An unctuous 
- thank-you. to Khartoum, for 
its “timely approval- _ 

* Operation Ltfetine Sodad 
now nine-years-old, has 
failed to deliver food when 
and where it was needed 
even though it knew famine 
was developing. Unlike 
some, I am not one of those 
who believe that the aid 
business looks after its own 
interests by deliberately 
waiting till people start 
dying before they bring in 
the cameras. But I do 
believe that in South Sudan. 
Operation Lifeline Sudan is 
in danger of complicity in 
famine. 

So why doesn’t the LLN. 
just tear up tbe book of 
rules, ignore the Khartoum 
government and the rebels 
and fly food when and 
where it is needed, daring 
the government to shoot the 
planes out of the sky? That 
is what some small aid 
agencies operating outside 
tbe Operation Lifeline 
Sudan do, and they find 
pilots and companies will- 
ing to risk their lives and 
planes to do so. Not one has 
been shot down so far. 

The problem is national 
sovereignty. UN. rules 
insist that the authority of 
the Sudan government is 
respected even though it has 
not ruled some of those 
southern regions for 15 
years. It is clear now that 
they never will again. 
Whether or not the south 
splits off as an independent 
state, the Arabised Muslim 
north will never ag ain be 
able to dominate the south. 

That makes Sudan a 
“failed state” and until a 
new dispensation is sorted 
out the IT.N. should regard 
it as such. It should reject 
the “sovereignty" of the 
Khartoum government out- 
side areas it does not con- 
trol. Instead it should man- 
date its aid agencies to 
intervene for humanitarian 
purposes whenever and 
whoever necessary. 

A more determined UN. 
which spoke truth and 
recognised reality instead of 
diplomatic niceties might 
also find donors more will- 
ing to provide the funds it 
desperately needs. 


IT ALL happened so fast I barely had time to compre- 
hend what was going on. 

It was 8:30 pm and I had just turned onto busy Mecca 
Street after toying fruit. There was a large truck in the 1 
left lane waiting for a green light to make a U-turn. In 
the lane next to it, the car ahead of me sped through *e 
intersection. As the driver accelerated, I saw what looked 
like a large, black plastic garbage bag fly into the air, 
tumbling/ and observed some oft its contents sail a -few 
to towarc^^ torapec _ 

I suddenly became, aware of several men- quickly, 
climbing out of the truck on tbe left At the same time, 
ray eyes focused on the object that only seconds before 
had been bouncing on the road towards my can It was a 
small tennis shoe. Two of the men knelt down and lifted 
up the “garbage bag." That’s when I realised it was a 
child. 

I hit the brakes and my emergency flashers as tbe car 
l behind me started hanking. I watched the men nm to a j 
waiting car on the other side of the intersection. They 
deposited the small body in the cat, and the car drove off . 
and the men ran back to their waiting truck just in time 
to catch the next green light 
The whole incident took less than 60 seconds. No > 


The author writes for The 
Economist. This comment 
is reprinted from The 
Independent 


fuss. No bother. No police or ambulance. No traffic jam. 

1 1 was shocked. 

Perhaps part of my reaction was culture shock. 
Thoughts raced through my mind. I come from a place 
where a minor “fender bender’’ automatically becomes a 
full-scale bureaucratic event. To think drat citizens oould 
deal with the situation so quickly, so efficiently, boggles 
the mind. People in my world are so conditioned to 
thoughts of “don’t touch an injured person because you 
might harm her more” that we are reluctant to act on our 
own in an emergency. I couldn't believe that people had 
had the nerve to risk die boy’s life by picking him up. 

On the other hand, I wonder why it is that these men 
were able to react so rapidly. Is the event of a human 
body being hit by a car so common that almost everyone 
knows what to do automatically? And what of fee irnpa- 1 
dent driver? People seem to be so obsessed with getting 
i to their destination that they tune out everything around 
them on the road. People here in Amman seem to drive 
by the “honk method": They just keep going on their 1 
merry way — anywhere on the road — until they bear a 
honk which means I’m already in this space." They 
drive fast and show few signs that they are aware of what 
is happening around them. I don’t even know for certain 
that the car which drove away with the boy was the same 
one that hit him. Did that driver even realise he had run 
over someone? 

As I pulled myself together, put the car in gear, and 
I continued on my way home, I became angry. Why was 
that child out on that street? What uncaring adult 
allowed him to be on that busy corner, in the dark, wear- 
ing dark clothing, selling him gum or candy or ciga- 
rettes? Why is it that every flock of sheep or herd of | 
goats in Amman has a shepherd to keep them safe, but i 
precious children are left to cope with the traffic for I 
hours at a time on their own? Of course, that’s not reaL 
iy the answer, either Why does the worid have so little 1 
regard for tbe thousands (millions?; of children like him 
■who go to bed hungry every night and never leant to 
read because they are so busy selling newspapers on the 
street comer and trying not to starve that they don’t have 
time to go to school? 

As I drove on down die street, [ began to cry. But it 
wasn't my shock at the colkxis efficiency of the men 
who stopped to pick up the boy nor was it my anger at a 
world that put a child of only five or six in such a posi- 
tion that caused the tears on the cheeks. What hurt me 
was the realisation that the only emotional reaction I had 
been throughout tbe incident came from tte victim’s two 
companions. One boy Stood On die comer staring in 
1 shock ar the spot where his friend had been only a 
moment earlier. The other boy — no older than seven or ; 
eight — turned his face to a street sign and shot* wife 
sobs. That image will stay with me for a long tune to 
come. 

Did anyone else ay for the small victim? 
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I THERE ARE many expIanatftj*|J 
meltdown in Indonesia last ' 
urinated in die down fall 
Suharto and the swearing 
President Bacharuddin 1 
newly-appointed Habibie 
viewed as a caretaker leader, 
transitional period when the com ^ 
usher in a fully fledged pluralistic 
racy. Most observers have anribute^ffie 
end of the 32-year-long Suharto ntteite- 
the lack of political refbnns. Otheranai [ 
lysts saw in the International Monetary 
Fund's (IMF) $40. billion financial rescue 
package and the economic and financial 
conditions that accompanied the IMF 
deal as the straw that broke the camel's 
back and brought an end to an era in the 
country. As a result tbe IMF is increas- 
ingly spotlighted as tbe principle culprit 
for the woes of many countries and peo- 
ples due to its fixation noth economic and 
financial reforms at the expense of other | 
considerations, especially tbe peoples’ 
direct economic, social and cultural 
rights. 

The Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (CESCR) winch 
monitors the application of die 
International Covenant on ESCRs has 
had yet another occasion during its just 
ended session in Geneva to lock boms 
with the IMF on its one-track-minded 
approach to tbe plight of many develop- 
ing countries. As valid as the structuring 
that IMF slams on many poor nations 
such as Indonesia from strictly economic 
and financial points of view, many com- 
mittee members sounded tbe alarm about 
the dire neglect of other policy considera- 
tions which tend to exacerbate conditions 
for many peoples of the world and end up 
sparking the ignition of political tremors. 

Many developing countries reeling 
I under the impact of cascading financial 


crises have had to endure austerity pro- 
grammes and widespread restructuring of | 
their feeble economies in order to qualify 
for IMF rescue plans. Some of these con- 
ditions: slapped on several countries have 
ended up decimating employment, cut- 
ting wages, causing inflation and under- 
mining social safety nets. As a result, 
tfaereJs-a chorus of voices nowoallii^ibr , 
globalisation with -a social dimension to 
V avoid die social and- political -baddasfc 


| Indonesia has had to endore of late. 

It was also noted that large scale reduc- 
tion in barriers to international investment 
and trade have indeed created an integrat- 
ed worid economy. Under pressure to 
attract investment, many developing 
countries, it was noted by some 
observers, have been lured into creating 
export processing zones that ended up 
exploiting cheap labour. It is now being 
alleged, therefore, that tbe IMF structural 
adjustment programmes and the powerful 
troids of . globalisation have negatively 
impacted the lives of the average working 
men and women across die developing 
world culminating in social inequality 
within and between nations. 

There is a call therefore on governments 
not to abdicate their responsibilities by 
allowing the global economy to be dictat- 
ed by unrestrained competition and finan- 
cial markets, A new integrated and bal- 
anced approach to global economy is 
therefore called for. In this vein, reference 
was m a d e to the World Summit for Social 
Development held in Copenhagen in 
March 1995 which drew attention to die 
need for a reorientation in tbe global 
economy with full employment as one of 
its key objectives. It is also asserted that 
women are more negatively impacted by 
globalisation than men in the global 
search for cheap labour, women workers 
and child labourers are adversely affect- 
ed. The list is rather long, therefore, 
where die IMF, the World Bank (WB) and 
even die World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) have gone wrong? 

With all fairness, though, the interna- 
tional community, whether the rich or 
part of it, cannot heap all the blame for all 
the shortcomings of globalisation or pri- 
vatisation or free market economy on 
these international monetary institutions. 
These institutions are nothing more and 
nothing less than what the international 
community would like them to be. Take 
for example the IMF, the main villain in 
most allegations about the pitfalls of the 
existing economic order, it is actually 
governed by nations dial we all put there. 
The same goes for WTO and WB. If any 
of us feels that these institutions are abus- 
ing their powers or misleading die world 
or sacrificing one group of nations for the 
benefit of others, then all we have to do is 
change the composition of their policy 
making mechanisms and have them adopt 
new and more balanced orientations. 

In the end, it is democratic accountabil- 
j icy and transparency at the- national and 
international levels that ran affect 
changes of directions. The poor countries 
need to be democratically oriented not 
only on the political level but also on the 
economic, social and cultural fronts as 
welL Once die weak stares become more 
democratic on all fronts, the international 
c omm unity will have a better opportunity 
to be more democratically governed. This 
way, the perspectives of all sides coold be 
taken into consideration. 
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Are the remains of Sodom, Gomorrah 
and the Cities of the Plain located in south-east Jordan? 


Editor’s note: This is the 
third in a series of articles 
on archaeological sites and 
explorations along the 
south-east coastal plain of 
the Dead Sea. 

IN MOST people's. minds, 
the infamous biblical cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah 
evoke visions of a wicked- 
ness that the Lord punished 
by a fiery destruction of 
these two cities. Where 
those cities may have exist- 
ed. and where their remains 
might be located today, has 
intrigued scholars and pop- 
ular mystery merchants for 
many centuries. One school 
of drought has always 
located them along the 
south-east Dead Sea coast, 
in modem Iordan. 

The Genesis 19 passage 
says: “Then the Lord rained 
on Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the 
Lord out of heaven. And he 
overthrew those cities, and 
all the valley, and all the 
inhabitants of die cities, 
and what grew on the 
ground. But Lot’s wife 
behind him looked back, 
and she became a pillar of 
salt. And Abraham went 
early in die morning to the 
place where be had stood 
before the Lord and he 
looked down toward 
Sodom and Gomorrah and 
toward all the land of the 
valley, and beheld, and lo, 
the smoke of the land went 
up like the smoke of a fur- 
nace.” 

Sodom and Gomorrah 
were two of the five “Cities 
of die Plain,” mentioned in 
this and other biblical 
accounts in the book of 
Genesis. 

The most comprehensive 
and serious work that has 
been done along the south- 
.eastoiDead. -.Sea 



The view from Numeira, northwards along the Dead Sea coast: is this the location of the ‘Cities of the 
Plain’ mentioned in the book of Genesis? (photos by Rami G. Khourf) 


in Jordan has dedicated 
itself to studying a series of 
major antiquities sites dat- 
ing primarily from the 
Early Bronze Age, the peri- 
od around 3500-2000 B.C. 
when walled towns and 
‘urbanism* first appeared in 
human history. 

The work to date has 
identified over 30 sites 
from the Early Bronze Age, 
including wailed towns and 
massive cemeteries. One of 
the fascinating though 
unintended sidelights of 
this work has been a recur- 
ring revival of the scholarly 
debate about the location, 
date, and fate of the five 
Cities of the Plain, which 


of which dated from around 
3000-2350 B.C. Most 
appear to be walled towns. 
The five most prominent 
sites, from north to south, 
are Bab edh-Dhra’, 
Numeira. Safi, Feifeh, and 
Khneizirah. Could these 
EB sites be seriously con- 
sidered as the remnants of 
the five Cities of the Plain? 
Could they possibly corre- 
spond to tbe five biblical 
cities of Sodom, Gomor- 
rah, Admah, Zeboiim and 
“Bela (that is, Zoar)?” 

In the preliminary report 
of their 1973 survey, Rast 
and Scbaub stated: tbe 

sites may bear on the bibli- 
cal tradition of the ‘cities of 


1975, that the five Cities of 
the Plain were mentioned 
in some of the 3rd Millen- 
nium B.C. cuneiform 
tablets excavated in die rich 
archives of Ebla. He sug- 
gested that all five cities 
were mentioned in one of 
the tablets, listed in the 
same order as in the Bible. 
Most of tbe Ebla tablets 


date to the period from 
around 2650-2350 B.C. — 
which is precisely during 
the lifetime of Bab edh- 
Dhra’, Numeira and other 
Early Bronze Age sites in 
south Jordan. 

Pettinato’s ideas have 
been seriously challenged 
by other epigraphists who 
dispute his readings. While 


the controversy about die 
correct interpretation of the 
Ebla tablets may or may 
not shed light on the loca- 
tion. and date of the five 
Cities of the Plain, it 
remains possible that Ebla 
may have had commercial 
contacts with contempo- 
rary Early Bronze Age 
towns in south Jordan. 

Tbe mystery of tbe Cities 
of the Plain is confounded 
by the fact that the only his- 
torical reference to die 
cities is in the Bible, and 
the Bible is a notoriously 
imprecise guide to histori- 
cal fact, geographical loca- 
tion or exact and verifiable 
historical dales. As Schaub 
has noted, talking about tbe 
Genesis accounts: “The tra- 
dition of the Cities of the 
Plain is a complex of 
ancient and hazy recollec- 
tions that probably go back 
to some actual event When 
one tries to consider the 
possible identification of 
our EB sites in south Jor- 
dan with the Cities of die 
Plain, there are a number of 
things to keep in mind. Tbe 
long history of the biblical 
texts is very intertwined, 
and it is hard to fix a firm 
date for tbe historical tradi- 
tions that may lie behind 
the literary traditions.” 

The Bible provides sever- 
al clues about the location 
of the Cities of the Plain: 
they were probably located 
east of the Dead Sea, near 
Moab, in an area of lush 
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cal analyses and other 
scholarly studies by an 
inter-disciplinary team 
headed by professors R. 
Thomas Schaub of Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania 
(U.S.A.) and Dr. Walter 
Rast of Valparaiso Univer- 
sity (Indiana. USA). 

Working since 1975 in 
the region from Ghor 
Mazra'a in the north to 
Ghor Khneizirah in tbe 
south, the project formally 
called the Expedition to the 
South-east Dead Sea Plain 


actually five cities? Where 
were they located? When 
did they exist? Indeed, did 
they ever exist at all, or are 
they simply an ancient 
Semitic legend or folk-tale 
that was preserved in the 
literary evidence of the 
Bible? 

When they finished their 
survey of the south-eastern 
shores of the Dead Sea in 
1973, Rast and Schaub had 
identified at least five Early 
Bronze Age settlements, all 


sometimes thought to have 
been submerged beneath 
the shallow waters of the 
southern basin of the Dead 
Sea. If the biblical tradi- 
tions find roots going back 
as far as the Early Bronze 
Age, the sites reported here 
may be of some impor- 
tance.” 

The debate was further 
fuelled by the epigraphist 
of the Ebla excavations in 
northern Syria, Giovanni 
Pettinato. who thought, in 



One of the large ‘charnel houses' for the burial of the dead at Bab edh-Dhra' 
during the Early Bronze Age 


vegetation 
associated 
with a kikkar, 
or circular pl- 
ain, near some 
barren, deso- 
late regions, 
and also asso- 
ciated with bi- 
tumen and salt formations. 
All of these elements are 
found in the south-east 
plain of the Dead Sea, and 
some of them, but not all, 
are also found north and 
west of the Dead Sea. 
Schanb warns that “we 
need to qualify the biblical 
tradition, for there is noth- 
ing magical about the 
number five. There is 
some serious doubt among 
scholars about whether 
there were ever five cities 
that existed at once.” 

The Genesis IS and 19 
texts only mention the 
destruction of two towns, 
Sodom and Gomorrah, 
though all five towns are 
mentioned in the Genesis 
14 accounts. Some biblical 
scholars feel that the Gen- 
esis accounts may go back 
to a single town. Others 
feel that the biblical 
accounts may have reflect- 
ed events that took place at 
two cities north of the 
Dead Sea and two south of 
die Dead Sea. The city of 
Zoar, with which the Lot 
traditions are also connect- 
ed, may have been added 
to these at a later stage to 
produce the tradition of the 
rive Cities of the Plain that 
has been handed down to 
us today. 

Genesis 14 recounts the 
tale of an aiiianr* of four 
kings from the north 
(probably Syria) who 
marched to do battle 
against five kings of the 
Cities of tiie Plain who had 
afed^to pay gibbe t© 
the northern kings. The 
of sourii Jordan 
were beaten and their 
cities destroyed, and the 
four kings returned to 
Syria having taken captive 
Lot, Abraham’s nephew. 
Abraham pursued them to 
near Damascus, defeated 
them, and returned to the 
area of the Cities of the 
Plain with his freed 
nephew Lot 

In the Genesis 13 
accounts, Abraham and 
Lot argue and part ways: 
“And Lot lifted up his 
eyes, and saw that the Jor- 
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dan Valley was well 
watered everywhere tike 
the garden of the Lord, like 
the land of Egypt in the 
direction of Zoar this was 
before die Lord destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah. So 
Lot chose for himself all 
tbe Jordan Valley, and Lot 
journeyed east; thus they 
separated from each other. 
Abraham dwelt in the land 
of Canaan, while Lot dwelt 
among the cities of the val- 
ley ami moved his tent as 
far as Sodom. Now the 
men of Sodom were 
wicked, great sinners 
against the Lord.” 

The date of the archaeo- 
logical remains in south 
Jordan appears to be out of 
sequence with the general- 
ly accepted date for the 
Abrabamic period, when 
the Bible recounts the 
events associated with the 
Cities of the Plain. Most 
scholars assume that Abra- 
ham existed around 1900- 
1800 B.C., while others 
place him as late as 1700 
B.C. or as early as 2300 
B.C. Some respected bibli- 
cal scholars (such as David 
N. Freedman) feel the 
Genesis 14 stories “most 
likely ... belong roughly to 
tbe period around 2400 
and 2100, perhaps around 
2300-2200 B.C” 

The major destruction 
levels at Bab edh-Dhra' 
and Numeira date from 
around 2350 B.C. — that 
is, 400-500 years earlier 
than the generally accept- 
ed 'due for Abrabamic 
times, though very close to 
or precisely within the 
period that some respected 
scholars associate with tbe 
biblical accounts of the 
Cities of the Plain. At least 
three of the five sires sur- 
veyed by Rast and Schaub 
(Bab edh-Dhra', Numeira 
and Feifeh) show consid- 
erable evidence of a vio- 
lent, fiery destruction, and 
all five were never re- 
inhabited after their 
destruction or abandon- 
ment at the end of the 
Early Bronze Age. 


Troubled waters 


The legal status of the Caspian Sea is no easy sailing 


By Dilip Hiro 

ON APRIL 9 two of its five littoral 
states moved towards resolving the 
contentious issue of the legal status 
of the Caspian Sea, a consequence of 
the Soviet Union's collapse. Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
instructed their respective govern- 
ments to sign an agreement drafted 
by their foreign minister in 
Astrakhan, a Russian port on the 
Caspian, on dividing the sea-bed on 
the basis of “equal distance from the 
shoreline” It was at first announced 
that the deal would be signed on 
April 28 when Nazarbayev was in 
Moscow. But it was reported on that 
day the signing would not take place 
until Yeltsin’s visit to Kazakhstan in 
June. 

The agreement between the two 
countries marks a shift in tbe Russ- 
ian position on the Caspian. Is it a 
conventional sea or a lake, or some- 
thing in between? Having main- 
tained so far that it was a sea, 
Moscow has now altered its stance, 
albeit with a rider, by distinguishing 
between sea water and sea-bed. 

According to the international 
maritime law of the 1970s, a country 
with a seashore has full sovereign 
rights up to 20 kilometres out at sea. 
In the case of a lake with its banks in 
different countries, the neighbours 
share it among themselves, treating 
the water's surface as land. Lake 
Victoria, for instance, is divided 
between Kenya, Uganda and Tanza- 
nia, their international frontiers run- 
ning through the lake. 

As long as there were two coun- 
tries surrounding the Caspian, mea- 


suring 169,381 square kilometres — 
the Soviet Union and Iran — the 
matter was simple and defined in 
their Treaties of Friendship (1921) 
and Commerce and Navigation 
(1940). The first treaty provided 
equal navigational rights; the second 
specified a 6.5 kilometres exclusive 
fishing zone (later extended to 16 
kilometres) along the coast. Beyond 
these boundaries the two states 
shared equal rights in the inland sea. 
There was no delimiting of the 
Caspian into two national sectors 
and no international fluvial border 
running through it. 


meeting in Almaty instructed the 
five foreign ministries’ legal depart- 
ments to devise a legal regime for 
the Caspian based on a consensus. 
At stake were national security, nav- 
igational rights and the tapping of 
water and sea-bed resources. Given 
the diverse nature of these subjects, 
an overall consensus has so far elud- 
ed the littoral states. 

Azerbaijan, with an offshore oil 
industry developed by Moscow 
since 1949, was the first to declare 
unilaterally a national sector in the 
Caspian .and allocate certain oil 
fields in it to a Western-led oil con- 


With the Soviet Union’s collapse in December 
1991, three more independent states sprung up 
along the Caspian’s shores: Azerbaijan, 
Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan. 


After the revolution in Iran in 
1979, though political relations 
between Tehran and Moscow fluctu- 
ated from cordial to frosty, econom- 
ic cooperation grew. In the mid- 
1980s they began exploring the 
Caspian jointly for oil and gas. 

Elusive consensus 

With the Soviet Union's collapse 
in December 1991, three more inde- 
pendent states spruttgup along the 
Caspian’s shores: Azerbaijan, Turk- 
menistan and Kazakhstan. At Iran’s 
initiative a Caspian Sea Cooperation 
Organisation (CASCO) was formed 
in February 1992. Its May 1995 


sortium in mid-1993, a deal that was 
ratified in September 1994. Kazhak- 
stan followed suit. Russia and Iran 
objected. In October 1995 Moscow 
complained to the United Nations 
secretary-general. Referring to the' 
1921 and 1940 Soviet-Iranian 
Treaties, it argued that since claims 
of one littoral county could harm 
the interests of others, exploitation 
of the Caspian's marine resources 
should be conditional upon a con- 
sensus based on the principle of col- 
lective ownership of those 
resources. But nothing came of it, 
mainly because CASCO, a regional 
body, was addressing the issue. 

In essence, Moscow and Tehran 


wanted an extension of the Soviet- 
Iranian treaties to the new littoral 

states. The joint 

exploitation of the 
Caspian by all lit- 
toral states, they 
knew, would end in 
the transporting of 
the extracted fuel 
by the pipelines 
passing through 
Russia or Iran, the 
only countries with 
access to the high 
seas. The idea was 

opposed by Azer- ; 

baijan and Kazakhstan, with Turk- 
menistan first allying with them (in 
September 1996), and then breaking 
away (in mid- 1997) when it clashed 
with Baku over two oil-bearing off- 
shore areas the latter claimed as its 
own. 

Baku and Almaty' rejected the 
Russian reasoning that since there 
was a continuous waterway between 
the Caspian and the Black Sea in tbe 
north — consisting of several lakes, 
canals and the Volga and Don rivers 
— the Caspian was a sea. They 
argued that since a third country’s 
ship would have to sail through 
Russian territory to navigate die 
Caspian, the latter was not a conven- 
tional sea. The Caspian, they con- 
cluded, was more of a lake than a 
sea. 

Yet there was some progress at 
CASCO. It agreed to distinguish 
between the sea water, the source of 
95 per cent of the world’s output of 
caviar and the sea-bed, under which 
lie fossil fuels. In May 1996 it set 
individual fishing quotas which 
were accepted. 


. . .Moscow and 
Tehran wanted an 
extension of the 
Soviet-Iranian 
treaties to the new 
littoral states. 


By contrast, when Moscow gave 
an oil drilling contract to Lukoil, the 

leading Russian 

state-owned compa- 
ny, in the Caspian 
area in late Z.997, 
Almaty objected, 
saying that the areas 
lay in its sector. At 
stake were petroleum 
deposits of up to four 
billion barrels. 


Russia breaks 
ranks 


To resolve the dispute the Russian 
and Kazakh presidents met in Janu- 
ary. “The absence of a common solu- 
tion puts brakes on exploitation of 
the Caspian's min eral resources, 
breeds discord and stands in the way 
of solving economic and urgent eco- 
logical tasks,” they stated in a joint 
co mm u ni que. This set the scene for 
a fruitful meeting between their for- 
eign ministers at Astrakhan which in 
turn led to another round of talks 
between Yeltsin and Nazarbayev. 

By agreeing to demarcate national 
sectors on the sea-bed, Yeltsin broke 
ranks with Iran and Turkme nistan. 
Earlier they had together proposed at 
CASCO that tbe sea-bed resources 
should be explored within the con- 
text of national sectors to be deter- 
mined by mutual negotiations — 
taking into consideration the length 
of coastline, the degree of use of the 
resources in the past, and the size of 
investment — and approved by all 
member-states. 

Since the Yeltsin-Nazarbayev deal 
on April 9 did not have unanimous 
approval, the Kazakh president was 


defensive. “This agreement is just 
about the sea-bed and not the water 
in the sea, as some states have said,” 
he explained. “The sea itself will be 
demilitarised and shared generally.” 
But the realisation of the latter state- 
ment would require the active coop- 
eration of Iran, which is disappoint- 
ed by Moscow’s policy shift. 

Since Russia and Kazakhstan 
occupy an almost equal length of the 
upper half of the Caspian shore, on 
the opposite sides, delimiting the 
sea-bed should prove trouble-free. 
In contrast, demarcating the lower 
. half of the Caspian sea-bed, with the 
shoreline shared almost equally by 
Azerbaijan, Iran and Turkmenistan, 
js likely to prove tricky. Iran will 
probably insist on a division of the 
sea-bed which affords it common 
under-water borders with both Rus- 
sia and Kazakhstan, from whom it is 
now separated on land. This may not 
be forthcoming, given the ill-will 
between it and Azerbaijan. Yielding 
to pressure from Washington, Baku 
has virtually excluded Tehran from 
its thriving oil industry plans. And, 
with offshore Caspian petroleum, 
extracted by the Western-led Azer- 
baijan International Operating Com- 
pany, already flowing, Baku will 
feel confident enough to frustrate 
Tehran. 

So while Yeltsin and Nazabayev 
took a step to untangle the complex 
issue of the Caspian’s legal status, a 
comprehensive treaty, •covering mar- 
itime security, navigation and the 
exploitation of sea water and sea- 
bed resources acceptable to the five 
littoral states remains a long way 
off. 

— A fiddle East International 
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Arab Gulf states move to curb budget deficit 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf oil producers are 
taking measures to prevent 
their budget deficit from 
spinning out of control 
because of a sharp decline in 
crude prices and high pro- 
jected spending, experts 
have said. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council fGCC) countries 
could suffer from a surge of 
more than 60 per cent in 
their combined budget 
shortfall this year in the 
absence of austerity mea- 
sures to make up for lower 
oil earnings. 

"Some of them have 
already announced their 
intention to cut actual 
expenditure and I think the 
others will follow suit." said 
Mohammad Assumi. chief 
economist at the state-con- 
trolled Emirates Industrial 
Bank tElBf. 

"Gulf countries will not 
allow the deficit to rise 


sharply after their strenuous 
efforts over the past years to 
bring it under control ... Bur 
I don't think the cuts will be 
large as this would affect 
growth," he told Agence 
France Presse. 

In a study earlier this year. 
EIB predicted a 60 per cent 
surge in the total GCC bud- 
get deficit if oil prices do not 
improve through the year. 

It said the 1998 deficit was 
projected at around Si 2.44 
billion, nearly 59 per cent 
higher than the 1997 short- 
fall of $7.8 billion. 

The increase was due to an 
expected decline in revenues 
to around SS0.7 billion from 
S74.3 billion . 

Most GCC members fore- 
cast high spending this year 
as they had expected the oil 
market to extend its strong 
performance in the previous 
two years. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
dominant oil power, planned 


to spend as much as $52.2 
billion in 1998 as it assumed 
a crude price of $16 a barrel. 

But the price of its crude 
has remained as low as 511- 
$12 this year and its deficit 
could swell in the absence of 
improvement and spending 
cuts. 

The $4.8-billion shortfall 
could climb to $10.66 bil- 
lion by the end of the year if 
oil prices averaged $14. 
according to Henry Azzam. 
chief economist at the Saudi 
National Commercial Bank. 

“Of course, tackling the 
budget deficit is a top priori- 
ty for the kingdom." said 
Ihsan Abu Huleika, a Saudi 
economic expert. 

“I think the government 
w ill take measures to ratio- 
nalise expenditure so the 
budget will not suffer from a 
large deficit at the end of the 
year.*' he added. 

Kuwait has also 
announced plans to slash 


spending by around 25 per 
cent to avert what officials 
called an “economic cata- 
strophe.” while Qatar said it 
would also lighten its belt 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has not announced 
similar plans but its federal 
budget has recorded surplus- 
es in most years. 

In Oman, the minister of 
national economy, Moham- 
mad Makki, said last week 
that ministries had been told 
to stick to spending levels, 
while there would be mea- 
sures to reduce other expen- 
diture and increase non-oil 
revenue. 

Unlike its five GCC part- 
ners. Bahrain does not rely 
heavily on oil income given 
its limited crude production 
and reserves. 

Spending cuts over the 
past years have enabled the 
GCC countries to regain 
control over the budget 
deficit after it hit a record 


$61 billion in 1991. 

This was because they 
contributed more than $50 
billion to a U.S.-led offen- 
sive to eject Iraqi invasion 
forces from Kuwait. 

The shortfall was cut to 
one of its lowest levels in 
1997 although most member 
states overshot spending 
projections as they were 
tempted to spend by high oil 
prices. 

The deficit accounted for 
nearly 3-3 per cent of the 
gross domestic product last 
year compared with more 
than 30 percent in 1991. 

“I believe Gulf, states are 
serious in tackling die finan- 
cial deficit,” Mr. Assumi 
said. “Their recent 
announcements that they are 
ready to make further reduc- 
tion in their oil output reflect 
this seriousness.” 
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Japanese economy to shrink 0.3% in ‘98 — OECD 


PARIS i AFP) — Japan is on 
the edge of recession and its 
economy is expected to 
shrink 0.3 per cent this year 
as a result of domestic prob- 
lems aggravated by the fall- 
out from the Asian financial 
crisis, the OECD has said. 

“Japan's economy is on the 
edge of recession.... The 
already poor economic situa- 
tion. as well as the existing 
weakness of the financial sys- 
tem. has been aggravated by 
the Asia crisis." the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development 
(OECD) said in its Economic 
Outlook report. 

There has been “a signifi- 
cant worsening of economic 
conditions in Japan" since the 
last report in Darember. said 
the head of the OECD's eco- 
nomics department Ignazio 
Visco. adding that he was 
“very concerned about Japan- 
ese conditions." 

The OECD urged the 
Japanese government to take 
a “more comprehensive 
approach" to economic 


reform aimed at “restoring 
private sector confidence and 
putting the Japanese econo- 
my on a firm footing.” 

Any reform package would 
have a greater chance of suc- 
cess "if it were based on per- 
manent tax reductions or on 
increases in public invest- 
ment that has a high econom- 
ic efficiency." the OECD 
said. 

Mr. Visco said that the size 
of any reform package would 
be less important than the 
kind of measures it con- 
tained. and that “tax cuts 
must not only be permanent, 
but be perceived to be perma- 
nent." 

The OECD report said the 
Japanese economy is expect- 
ed to shrink this year for the 
first time since 1974, con- 
tracting by 0.3 per cent before 
returning to growth of 1 .3 per 
cent in 1999. after growing 
0.9 percent in 1997. 

But it warned that “a 
resumption of even modest 
growth in 1999 is predicated 
on a return of private sector 




con fidence associated with 
regulatory reforms and a suc- 
cessful conclusion to the twin 
crises in the banking system 
and in the rest of Asia." 

“The challenge facing poli- 
cy-makers is enormous." the 
report said. 

The government needs to 
take “clear action in the bank- 
ing sector" to ensure that 
long-standing problem of 
non-performing loans is 
resolved once and for all. 

At the same time, it needs 
to undertake “rapid easing of 
the regulatory burden and as 
stimulative a macroeconomic 
policy stance as feasible.” 

But it cannot lower interest 
rates as they are already at 
record lows, and the 1998 
budget does not seem likely 
to be enough in terras of fis- 
cal stimulus to give the econ- 
omy the chance to turn 
around. 

“Downside risks are both 
several and serious.'* the 
OECD said. 

“Further bankruptcies in 
the banking and brokerage 
sectors could be joined by 
renewed failures in the equal- 
ly beleaguered insurance sec- 
tor," the report added. 

At the same time. Japan is 
at risk from any ftirther dete- 
rioration in the rest of Asia 
“given Japanese banks' expo- 
sure in the region." the report 
said. 

“Overall it is unclear what 
it will rake for private sector 


sentiment to improve suffi- 
ciently for discretionary 
spending to improve,” the 
OECD noted. 

Japan will still have a prob- 
lem with a high current 
account surplus this year 
despite the negative growth, 
as falling exports to its neigh- 
bours due to the Asian crisis 
will be more than offset by a 
fall in domestic demand, and 
thus imports, due to the trou- 
bles at home, the OECD said. 

Unemployment is seen ris- 
ing to 3.5 per cent this year 
and 3.6 per cent in 1999 from 
3.4 percent in 1997 and there 
is an “underlying weakness in 
the labour market" the report 
said. 

The economic slowdown 
will cut inflation to 0.5 per- 
cent this year from 0.6 per 
cent in 1997, with prices 
expected to hold steady in 
1999. 

Meanwhile, an official of 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) said the worst is 
over in the Asian financial 
crisis, but warned of troubles 
ahead if Japan fails to revive 
its economy. 

‘There are still 'possible 
shocks” threatening the frag- 
ile Asian economies, said 
Stanley Fischer, first deputy 
managing director of the 
IMF. “One of those shocks is 
the decline of the Japanese 
economy." 

Tokyo has been criticised 
recently for not doing more to 


HALKIRK INTERNATIONAL, one of Europe's leading mar- 
keting companies in the Holiday ownership and Travel business, j 
is proud to announce the commencement of its operation in con- 
junction with Le Meridien Hotel in Amman in June 1998. 

The directors. Messrs Eric Smith and Charles Mackenzie, have 
been in the holiday business for over 20 years and for the past 
10 years one of the main consultancies with First National Bank 
PLC. 
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Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, L-shaped sit- 
ting room and dining room, deluxe furniture, sepa- 
rate telephone. 

For further information please call 5510794, 4924949 


bail out the rest of Asia by 
rejuvenating its stagnant 
economy and increasing 
imports. 

Japan's economy, which 
alone accounts for some 80 
per cent of the goods and ser- 
vices produced in the entire 
region, has languished ever 
since its over-inflated proper- 
ty market collapsed in 1992. 

Mr. Fischer said larger and 
more stable economies like 
the United States probably 
won't see much damage from 
Japan's economic malaise. 

“It's significant for its near 
neighbours.” he said. “But 
it’s not a factor that will 
cause a world economic cri- 
sis.” 

Mr. Fischer said the best 
thing Japan can do is clean 
up once and for all the mess 
left by the real estate mar- 
ket's collapse: Bad loans that 
still remain on the books of 
Japanese banks. These loans 
total 76 trillion yen ($571 bil- 
lion), according to official 
estimates. 

“One of the lessons of the 
crisis (in Asiaris that if yob 
ddhTdeal wufilinanciai sec- 
tor problems, they don't go 
away. They get worse," he 
said! 

Reviving its financial sys- 
tem will also require Japan to 
make some bold structural 
reforms, Mr. Fischer said. 

He called for Japan to 
increase “transparency” by 
disclosing to investors more 
information about the health 
of companies. Japanese com- 
panies are now often criti- 
cised for hiding problems 
from their own shareholders. 

Japan must give its finan- 
cial watchdog agencies more 
power to enforce disclosure 
requirements and protect 
small investors, be said. 


LONDON (AFP) — 
British Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Gordon 
Brown has launched a 
crusade aimed at 
improving productivity 
in Britain and bridging 
the wide gap with its 
international competi- 
tors. 

“To achieve this we 
need a new national 
economic purpose," 
Mr. Brown said in a 
statement. 

“This will be a key 
theme of our policy 
thinking in the coming 
months, and I will con- 
sider seriously propos- 
als emerging from this 
work in the run-up to 
the next budget,'’ Mr. 
Brown added. 

“I am worried that the 
gap between ourselves 
and Germany, France, 
but most of all America 
is not only high, but 
seems to have widened 
over the Last 10 years," 
he told the BBC. 

The productivity gap 
with the United States 
was about 40 per cent 
and 20 per cent with 
Germany, he said. In 
the auto industry, there 
was a 50 per cent pro- 
ductivity gap with 
Japan and a 55 per cent 
gap in telecoms com- 
pared with Germany. 

The minister of trade 
said that “this large 
productivity gap with' 
our main competitors 
goes to the heart of 
Britain's. legacy of-eco- 
nomic- underperfor- 
raance.” 

She added: “From 

investment to manage- 
ment decisions, and 
from the competition 
framework to training, 
both government and 
companies have a role 
to play in boosting UK 
productivity." 

The government iden- 
tified skills training, 
and investment, partic- 
ularly in hi-tech indus- 
tries, as central to 
Britain’s poor perfor- 
mance. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If you’re 
in some educational project, you should be, 
certainly a few things that hold your interest. Afafeewgh ; 
it's disruptive now, these new skills will be very helpfiiL 
later, Give them as much time as you can, wKj6£5lp 
getting your regular job done. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’ll te tempted**: 
spend more than you can afford, but you’ll have to g£t 
used to that. It's going to be in effect most of this.; 
month. A friend can help by reminding you how m2 cfb 
you have already. The more satisfied you are wife wlaj; 
you’ve got, fee less compelled you’ll feel to get more* 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You have to prep^ • 
yourself for an opportunity. Remember feat old pari2*h 
about putting the seeds on fertile ground? Well, 
ne ed to get your personal ground fertilised first, so feu 
when fee opportunity shows up, you can act on it quick- 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) People will be bogging 
you to do things you thought had already been done. 
Don’t get frustrated Instead figure out how to get what 
you want, even if it feels like you’re going through a 
maze. If you keep feat objective firmly in mind, it’ll be 
a lot easier. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your group has a lot .Of 
energy, enth usias m and creativity. No problem! You’re 
good at that, and this situation should bring out the very 
best of your leadership qualities. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) There are all 
sorts of opportunities opening up. but some of them are 
a little stressful. You bave to try things you haven’t 
done before. You may also have to face some of your 
own worst fears. Might as well give it a try. It’ll get eas- 
ier with practice. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're encour- 
aged to step outside your old limits. You may even want 
to sign up for a class. If so, consider a new language. 
That’s your best skill, and one of your favourite 
weapons. If you’ve already mastered your own. try 
somebody else's. You’ll multiply the opportunities 
available to you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A friend of 
yours is in a dither. You are a big help at times like this 
by providing much-needed stability. This person is hav- 
ing trouble figuring out what to do next. It’s probably 
obvious to you. so go ahead and point it out. Gently, of 
course. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) Con- 
ditions are just right for an argument. This may not be a 
bad thing at all. It looks tike the discussion starts at 
work and carries over into fee evening. Between fee 
two of you, you might actually find solutions to the 
world’s problems. Why not? Somebody’s got to do it 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You feel 
cuddly and warm and loved. This could make you late 
for worfcThis morning /if you’re ‘ not cartful. Actuilly, 
there’s going to be quite a lot of work today, and things 
won't slow down just because it’s quitting time. You 
may have to work over. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're in 
fee mood to make a romantic commitment, or you’re 
confronting one that’s already been made. Hither way, 
it’s a snuggly month g. You may have a hard time get- 
ting to work. Call in well, if you can get away with it 
There’s no way you could call in sick. You’re feeling 
too good. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Something's 
going on in fee next few days to disrupt your home. It 
could be roommates shifting around; it could be feat 
you’re moving, or rearranging furniture. At any rate, 
you have a little time left to prepare before you get into 
fee actual project Use feat time wisely. 
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by Wayne Robert Williams 


Emirates Dinar 

^baneseilCOO 

LJgy 

>tian 

C- 
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energy 

M-ast 

Brent 

14.37 

tf-Tox* 

14.76 

Bonny 

14.37 

Dubai 

12.29 
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ACROSS 
1 Knitted shoes 
B Jag the edge of 

15 San CA 

16 Splits apart or 
sticks together 

17 ‘Picnic’ co-star 

19 Wine baths? 

20 Key-punch bus. 

23 Showed up 

27 Helmsley and 
others 

31 Unsaturated 
alcohol 

32 Proposed a 
figure 

36 , amas, 

amat 

37 1979 U.S. 

Open finalist 

41 ‘ You 

Lonesome 

Tonight?" 

42 Contradictions 

43 Toyota model 

47 Meadowsweet 

48 Subjective 
writers 

52 Choice abbr. 

53 Sett-contained 
universes 

57 Land bridge 
from Russia to 
Finland 

63 Certain 
swordsman 

64 Keeps 

65 Portuguese 
nobleman 

66 More squalid 



By Tom Pruce 
Chicago. IL 


DOWN 

1 Cake of soap 

2 John Lennon's 
Yoke 

3 Forerunner of 
the CIA 

4 United force 

5 Ms. Fitzgerald 

6 Abu Dhabi 
leader 

7 boom 

8 Get oulta here! 

9 Dudes and 
dodges 

10 Change place 
cards 

11 Fight, country- 
style 

12 • Marla* 


13 _ Aviv 

14 Class for new 
US immigrants 

IB Genetic letters 

20 Raise 

21 Aspirations 

22 Artisans in day 

24 Noted speakers 

25 Oscar 
contender 

26 Of the tongue 

28 'Boyz N the 
Hood* co-star 
Long 

29 Momrng hrs. 

30 Droop 

33 Pinochle king- 
topper 

34 Afore 

35 Made a ditch 

38 _ Cruces, NM 

39 Grp. of 
Sampras, 
Agassi, etc. 

40 Sundial three 

44 Lurch and 
swerve 

45 What one 
winks 

46 Intercede 
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r«n 3am, hit. 


49 Roofer's stone 

50 Malleable metai 

51 Mixes 

54 Oh, yeah 

55 Back of the 
kitchen? 

56 Ciupeid fish 

57 Quantity of 
beer 


5B Month of 
showers: abbr. 

59 Stephen of 
The Crying 
Game" 

60 Di times II 

61 French one 

62 Former Sov. 
element 
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Jordan Pipes Manufacturing Company 
distributing dividends at a rate of 10 per cent 


** THE JORDAN Pipes Manufacturing ■ 
Company generaied a JD0.7 million gross 
profit from sales that amounted to JDS.37 
million last year. Sales in the local market 
totalled JD5.2 million but board chairman 
Issam Bdeir told the general assembly that 
the company plans to raise production and 
focus on export markets. 

Noting that sales to outside markets 
amounted to only JD 165.000 in 1997, Mr. 
Bdeir indicated that the Iraqi market is a 
promising one after the company's gal- 
vanised pipes were included in the 
Jordanian -Iraqi trade protocol. 


According to the annual report, the com- 
pany's production increased by 11.4 per 
cent from 9.850 tonnes in 1996 to around 
i 1.000 tonnes in 1997. Total assets were up 
from JD8.77 million to JD9.74 million and 
shareholders equity stood at JD6.5 million 
at the end of last year. 

The general assembly endorsed the com- 
pany’s J 997 financial statement and autho- 
rised the distribution of JD 3 25, 000 in divi- 
dends out of JD40 1.500 recorded as net 
profit. The dividends represent 10 per cent 
of the nominal value of the share { A1 Arab 
AI Yawm + A1 Dus tour). 


Provisions for drop in value of investments drag 
Jordan International Trading Centre to loss 


** DESPITE BOOSTING sales from 
JD2.6 million in 1996 to JD4.9 million in 
1997. the Jordan International Trading 
Centre posted a JD236.300 loss compared 
to a JD662.300 profit registered in 1996. 
According to the annual report, the gross 
profit amounted to JD397.555 (JD 194,590 
in 1996) and the net profit stood at 
JD280.000 (JD136.000 in 1996). 

The loss was due to necessary provisions 
that were taken to consolidate the alloca- 
tions for doubtful assets and to cover the 
gap between the cost and the market value 
of the firm’s investments. The difference 
was calculated to be around JD0.5 million. 

Board Chairman Mousa Shehadeh told 
the genera] assembly that the higher sales 
were achieved despite the continuation of 
difficult economic conditions that affected 
the general demand in the markets. He said 


that due to sharpening comped Lion, the 
firm had diversified its activities to include 
agricultural products, electrical appliances, 
furniture and carpets in addition to paper 
and paper derivatives. 

Mr. Shehadeh said the unstable economic 
and political conditions prevailing in the 
region were and will continue to have a 
major effect on the national economy. But, 
he added, the firm will persist to strengthen 
and expand its activities. 

The total assets of the Jordan 
International Trading Centre at the end of 
1997 amounted to JD4.9 million (JD5.1 
million at the end of 1996). Of the total, 
JD3.9 million (JD3.4 million) were current 
assets. The firm's shareholder’s equity 
stood at around JD3.4 million at the end of 
last year (AJ Aswaq + AI Ra'i + Al 
Dustour). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

. 

1.7588 

0.6133 

1.4646 

13531 

13606 

173430 

13822 

56986 

DEMBifc 

0.5686 

- 

0J484 

08327 

7730 

06246 

985.79 

1.1270 

3.3533 

GB Sterling 

1.6305 

Z8685 

- 

23879 

22148 

23652 

2827.78 

33320 

96177 

CH Franc 

0.6828 

120.01 

0.4182 

- 

9239 

09898 

118342 

13536 

43250 

..... JP.Yen.,. 

0.0074 

JJ947. 


1.0R8O. 


?36TO 

.,1237 

, 14561. 

4J4?q 

CA Dollar 

0.6894 

1.2916 

04225 

1.0666 

1.07 

■- 

127060 

14661 

43265 

fTLira • 

0.0006 

1.01 40 

03534 

03844" 

127045 

08363 


1143 

34008 

NL Guilder 

0.6045 

88.71 

03091 

7338 

6047 

0.7316 

874.72 

- 

26750 

FR Franc 

0.1695 

0.2981 

0.1039 

243237 

2330 

03469 

33.60 

336000 

- 




Middle Eastern Currencies 

Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

USDolar 

- 

0.7090 

3J505 

03770 

3.6398 

03058 

33728 

1513.00 

34025 

Jordan Dinar 

1X104 

- 

53898 

03317 

5.1337 

04313 

5.1803 

2133.99 

4.7990 

Saudi Rlyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

- 

01005 

0.97 

00815 

098 

40341 

06072 

Bahrain Dinar 

Z6S 

1.8807 

09488 

- 

9.66 

08112 

9.74 

401348 

96257 

Qatar Dinar 

0J2747 

0.1948 

1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

00840 

131 

41568 

06348 

Kuwait Dinar 

3 .27 01 

Z3185 

123646 

1.2328 

11.90 

- 

12-01 

484768 

06348 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1930 

13212 

0.1026 

03910 

0.0833 

- 

411.95 

06284 

Lebanese/1 000 

0.66 

0-4686 

24788 

03482 

24057 

03021 

24275 

- 

23488 

Egyptian 

0£939 

02084 

1.1023 

0.1108 

13697 

03899 

13794 

444.67 

- 
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Mid-East Currencies 



Oils 

Last 

revtow 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

Brant 

14JT 

14.33 


SA Rlyal 

03666 

04691 

016353 

039075 

383214 

W.Toxw 

14.76 

14.11 


AE Dirham 

03723 

047902 

016699 

039901 

366877 

Bonny 

1437 

14JJ3 


KW Dinar 

33701 

5.75374 

2.00562 

4.79157 

444347 

Dubai 

1SL29 

11.94 


BH Dinar 

03770 

4.66636 

162681 

368802 

36036 

UL Gas 

146.00 

145.00 


CY Pound 

13219 

33802 

1.178 

26146 

261.013 


Metal Prices 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 


Period 

-1- 

-3- 

-6- 

-1 - 

Gold (oz"s) 

2996 

3004 


Cncy 

Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 

Sliver (ox's) 

538 

532 


USD 

66841 

6.7344 

56125 

5.9531 

Platinum (oz's) 

378.7 

380.7 


GBP 

74219 

7.6104 

76156 

76104 

AL (3 Months) 

1403 

1405 


JPY 

06729 

06250 

06667 

0.6979 

CU (3 Months) 

1693 

1696 


DEM 

36093 

3.7029 

36280 

4.0390 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1072 

1076 


FRF 

36313 

16750 

16792 

2.1042 

Lead (3 Months) 

570 

573 


CHF 

1.8333 

36938 

3.6914 

36160 

Nl (3 Months) 

4890 

4910 


ITL 

6.6420 

6.1788 

46880 

- 


Libor Feting 


Main Equity Indices 


Bourse 

Index 

Value 

Chng 


High 

Low 

PrCte 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

911444 

-1763 

•06 

916466 

907732 

913237 

Nswyork 

S&P500 

111047 

-4.17 

-037 

111669 

110769 

111464 

London 

FT-SE1G0 

69556 

20 

064 

6957.7 

69086 

89356 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE225 

16801.66 

-436 

-038 

159153 

157303 

158453 

Paris 

CAC40 

4049.78 

166 

0.05 

407967 

402139 

4047.92 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

556431 

5333 

067 

556466 

550631 

551068 






Saudis borrow $400m 
for chemical venture 


RIYADH (AFP.) — Saudi 
Arabia has borrowed $400 
million from a consortium of 
regional banks to finance a 
petrochemical project as part 
of ongoing plans to expand 
this sector, project owners 
said. 

Ben Zahr, controlled by the 
giant Saudi Arabia Basic 
Industries Corp. (SABIC), 
signed the loan to fund the 
project which will nearly 
double its production of 
polypropylene to 640.000 
tonnes a year, SABIC said. 

The contract for the compa- 
ny's second polypropylene 
plant in Jubail industrial area 
was awarded recently to the 
U.S. company Parsons 
International and the Saudi 
Arabian Parsons Ltd. 

Production of polypropy- 
lene. used in the car, appli- 
ance, textile and packaging 
industries, will start in the 
second quarter of 2000. 

The Riyadh Bank led the 
arrangers of the loan from the 
consortium, which includes 
the Arab National Bank, the, 
Saudi British Bank, the 


United Saudi Commercial 
B ank, the Gulf Investment 
Bank, Emirates Bank 
International, Bank of 
Bahrain, and the London- 
based Kuwait and Saudi 
Internationa] Bank. 

'‘SABIC has increasingly 
resorted to borrowing from 
the financial market to fund 
its new projects," SABIC's 
vice chairman and managin g 
director Ibrahim Ben 
S al amah said after the sign- 
ing in Riyadh. SABIC, one of 
the biggest petrochemical 
firms, controls 70 per cent of 
Ben Zahr (the Saudi 
European Petrochemical 
Company). 

The r emaining stake is held 
in equal shares by Neste Oy 
of Finland, Ecofuel of Italy 
and the Dammam-based Arab 
Petroleum Investment Corp. 

The Saudi government 
owns 70 per cent of SABIC, 
which plans to boost its out- 
put of petrochemicals, metals 
and petroleum products to 
nearly 28 million tonnes by 
2000 from around 23 milli on 
tonnes currently. 


Sandy WeiH 
of best-paid 



^ ‘t 


NEW YORK (AP) —There 
are those who want to be 
like Michael Jordan, but 
after considering some 
executive salaries some 
folks might want to be more 
like Sandy. 

According to Forbes mag- 
azine, Sanford I. Weill, the 
chief executive of the 
Travelers Group and future 
cochairman of Citigroup, 
made almost $228 million 
in 1997. That's nearly three 
times what Forbes said 
Jordan of the Chicago Bulls 
made last year, by compari- 
son a paltry $78 million. 

Mr. WeiB, as recorded in 
Forbes' May 1 8 issue, tops a 
list of last year’s 800 best- 
paid American CEOs, based 
upon salary, bonus, gains 
from exercising options and 
other remuneration. 

Mr. Jordan would have 
been No. 5 if he were a 
CEO (chief executive offi- 
cer) instead of a one-man 
product-endorsement and 


restaurant franchise. - 
But Mr. Weill is topped in 
other categories. For 
instance, filmmaker 

Stephen Spielberg made 
about. $283 naffion - last, 
year, putting Mm at the apex . 
of Fbrbes Top 40. ■— 
Somehow, Bill Gates and 
Warren Buffett didn’t make 
the list but they remained 
the No. 1 and No. 2 wealth- 
iest Americans by owning 
stock, with Mr. Gates’ hold- 
ings appreciating by $22 
billion last year. Microsoft's 
CEO had stock worth 
$49.50 billion — and a pay- 
check of $2_5 million — 
while Berkshire 

Hathaway’s Buffett owned 
stock worth $36-55 billion 
and was paid $500,000. 

By comparison, there are 
only two billionaires within 
die top 25 on the list 
As Forbes said in the 
magazine: “In a capitalistic 
society, the biggest rewards 
go to capitalists, not to man- 




agers.” 

- The Top 10 Hsl according 
to Fortes: 

1) Sanford I. Weill, 

Travelers Group, $227.6 

million. ■ • 

2) Stephen C -Hilbert, 
Conseco, $124.6 million - 

3) Richard M. Scroshy, 
HealthSouth. S106.S mil- 
lion. 

4) Ray R. Irani, 
Occidental Petroleum. 
$104 J million. - 

5) Lawrence A. Bossidy, 
Allied Signal, $57.5 million 

6) Andrew S. Grove, Intel, 
$52.6 million. 

7) Charles W. McCall 
HBO and Co., $52.1 mil- 
lion. 

8) Robert B. Shapiro, 
Monsanto. $51.8 million 

.9) Philip J- Purcell, 
Morgan Stanley, Dean 
Witter and Co., $47 .7 mil- 
lion. 

10) Henry R. S Overman, 
Cendant, $44.1 milli on. 


Foreign car manufacturers, gear up to take on China market 


BEUING (AFP) — Major 
foreign car manufacturers are 
preparing to launch new 
models in a bid to boost their 
share of the Chinese market, 
the China Daily Business 
Weekly said on Sunday. 


Volkswagen, Honda, 
General Motors and Citroen 
are set for new launches to 
boost their current market 
share, while others are look- 
ing to open new projects to 
maintain a presence, the 


English-language newspaper 
said. 

Shanghai Volkswagen, a 
50-50 joint venture between 
Shanghai Automotive 

Industry Corp. (SAIC) and 
Germany's Volkswagen is to 


launch the Passat B5, a model 
tailored for the Chinese mar- 
ket which will be added to the 
popular Santana range, it 
said. 

It is likely to face stiff com- 
petition from die Accord 


rXNAMCXAZ. 

BOOSING BANK C ENTER AHKAK - SHMEISAHX 
RUTBOni 607171 / 607179 

OBGKKXXBD MARKET SHARK PRICK LIST FOR SUNDAY 24/05/1998 



PSST 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

9 t E 

orv. 

HO. 

OF 
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JD 
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170.000 

ARAB BAER 

16.8 

.98 

81 
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205.00 





JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

13.6 

4.19 

7 

6600 

11023 

1.71 

1.67 




1.250 

BANK OF JORDAN 

4.2 

0.00 

3 

210 

277 

1.32 





.880 

KID. EAST HIV. BE. 

63.1 

0.00 

8 

7300 

7250 






1.600 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

11.3 

6.40 

2 

500 

810 





6.510 

2.840 

THE HOUSING BX. 

18.6 

3.41 

49 

14841 

43854 

2.94 




4- 180 

L.790 

JOR. KUWAIT HAKX 

.9 

0.00 

10 

3918 

7347 







JOR.CDLT BANK 

4.1 

10.14 

6 

6650 







1.740 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

19.4 

0.00 

20 

8168 







1.470 

JOR. IHV . FIN . BANK/NZM 

E 

0.00 

1 

900 

1395 







BEZT.AL-HAL (BCincA) 

4.4 

0.00 

1 
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546 

.90 

.91 
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+S 
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2.240 '1.620 JOR.ELBCXXXC HOI. 

1.550 .970 ' NATL. PORTFOLIO 

.590 .330 JORDAN UHL-TRAD. 

9.500 5.460 ALRA’X 

1.480 1.060 US. EAST HOTELS 

4.600 2.030 ARAB ZMTL.ZNV.EDUC. 

1.090 .900 XARXA EDUCATION 

1.830 1.4SO UNIFIED OQ. 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


9.9 

5.42 

7 

782 

1588 

2.05 

2-03 

.02 

41.9 

0.00 

" 25 

17950 

"18740 

1.07 " 

1-05 

.02 

S 

0.00 

15 

17800 

7588 

.43 

.43 


8.2 

7.48 

1 

1QOO 

5350 

5.46 

5.35 

.12 

P 

0.00 

1 

1850 

1998 

1.08 

1.08 


10.0 

1.98 

12 

7550 

15173 

2.03 - 

2.02 

.Oil 

16.2 

0.00 

2 
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.92 
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6.7 

7.24 

7 
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3800 

1.52 

1.52 

- 

1 IOEI 

-0.49 

70 
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4.450 

2.450 

JOR- CEMENT PACT. 

14.8 

4.42 

17 

12025 

29980 

2.50 

2.49 

.01- 



5.300 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

26.1 

3.77 

2 

100 

530 

5.35 

5.30 




9.270 

JOR. PETROL. RKFINAHr 

10.1 

8.56 

16 

1711 

17737 

10.35 

10.38 
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1.100 

INDUSTRIAL COHK.AGS. 

72.1 

0.00 

2 

300 

366 

1.21 

1.22 




3.680 

ARAB PHARM. KART. 

14. S 

3.81 

53 

15415 
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5.33 

5.25 

.08- 




JOR. PIPES MANPCT. 

9.8 

8.47 

4 

2525 

2979 

1.18 

1.18 




4.800 

DAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

6.7 

6.27 

1 

SOO 

2790 

S. 58 





2.220 

ARAB ALUK.IFD. 

17.4 

10.64 

10 

7850 

185BS 






.670 

ARAB PAPER COHV.TRD. 

24.4 

0.00 

15 

17850 

14115 

.76 

.80 



• 620 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

7 

3424 

1746 

.51 

.51 




.370 

INTERNED . PETHO. CSU. 


0.00 

11 

17500 

7700 

.44 





1.160 

UNXV. CHEN. INDS. 

11.7 

7.02 

2 

1000 

1145 

1.16 

1.14 




.920 

NATL. CABLE WXRE.HPAC 

48.8 

0.00 

22 

24400 

. 25417 

1.05 

1.04 




.530 

JOR. SULPUO-CHXM 

11.0 

0.00 

17 

14550 

8447 

.59 

.58 




1.150 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

14.8 

4.48 

6 

1900 

2513 

1.33 

1.34 

.01+ 



.810 

UNIV. WON. INDS. 

13.7 

6.98 

4 

1800 

1548 

.86 

.86 




.660 

JOR. ZEDS . RESOURCES 

8.9 

15.15 

14 

13300 

8661 

.66 

.66 




1.320 

NATL. CHLORINE 

9.6 

7.30 

2 

3000 

4110 

1.37 

1.37 

_ 



.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

12.1 

11.63 

2 

650 

559 
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EL “EAT READY NEAR 

48.9 

0.00 

4 

1750 

2420 

1.38 






IRL. TOBACCO 

7.0 

5.88 

17 

14900 

17782 " 

1.21 
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.660 
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8.14 

42 
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10. 1 

0.00 

11 
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.620 

.530 

.800 

.620 

.780 

.290 

.600 

.470 

.500 

.650 

.690 

1.660 

.430 

.950 

.710 

1.310 

1.000 


.910 

.490 

.340 

.660 

.360 

.610 

.110 

.370 

.240 

.280 

.360 

.580 

.860 

.240 

.550 

.430 
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EXPORT 6 FZN.BNK.7S3 
MACB.EQP. RENT. MAIN. 
JOR- TRADE JAC. 

UNION XBV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
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NATL- TEXTILE 
NATL . KULT - ENG . KAMI CO 
KXDEAST PBARK. 90* 
UNION TOBACCO 87.5* 


ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 


NUTRZDAR 

EXRAL FRUIT CO. 75* 
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9 
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9 
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P 

9 
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P 
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0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

7.72 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 
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12 

2 
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5 
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7 

13 
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17 

1 

27 
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9 

1 

11 

15 
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.93 
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.45 
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.40 
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1.62 
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-54 

1.04 
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.27 
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which is to be built by a joint 
venture involving Japan’s 
Honda, which, the newspa- 
per said, has taken over the 
debt-ridden Guangzhou 
Peugeot Automotive Co. in 
return for paying $100 mil- 
lion owed by the failed 
company. 

Volkswagen has a second 
card to play with the Audi 
C5 to be launched by its sec- 
ond joint venture FAW- 
Volk-swagen, in which First 
Automotive Works (FAW) 
owns 60 per cent equity, the 
newspaper said. 

Other bids to join the mar- 
ket ioclude a $1.57 -billion 
joint venture between SAIC 
and U.S. giant General 
Motors which will launch 
the Buick GL in April 1999, 
while the Dong Feng Citroen 
Automotive Corp. is set to 
launch a five-door car late 
• "this— year ’•nr ex t en d — its 
Fukang hatchback family/ 

The Wuhan-based '^no- 
French joint veriture hopes 
to develop two models 
simultaneously around 2000, 
having recently gained an 
850-million-franc ($137 mil- 
lion) credit from the French 
government and 500 million 
yuan ($60 million) from 
China, the paper said 

Toyota has set up an 
engine plant in Tianjin and is 
negotiating with the Tianjin 
Automotive Industry Corp. 
to introduce the Corolla to 
upgrade its Xiali model. 

Other foreign firms, 
unable to set up complete 
new car and engine projects 
after the central government 
stopped approving them last 
year, are looking at setting 
□p engine plants to maintain 
a presence in China. 

The move by the Beijing 
government also forced 
domestic anto makers to 
look for deals with foreign 
firms in the form of “techni- 
cal renovation" projects, the 
weekly said. 

Japan’s Mitsubishi took 
advantage of this to sign two 
engine joint-venture agree- 
ments last year with a sub- 
sidiary of Aviation Industries 
of China in Harbin and a 
firm operating under the 
umbrella of the Ghina 
National Aerospace Corp. 
■_Botb Fiat Auto of Italy and 
France's Renault are also 
eyeing the market potential 
fnd looking for local part- 
ners to help produce their 
own models, it said. 
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DA JANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 




Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605/5920609/079-30007 
E-mail address 
abdoun $go.com.jo 


Studio BAic 

Professional qa aUty.iu 
. 1 hour times . , 
Develop 

-at oik* shopuntTgef. A. 

•jumbo 

30% larger, \ % 

*• Free erOa/gmusit 

2QX3QM, ’ 


Shmeisarrf - Opposite 
GrlndJays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SwefftehTel: 822891 


\ Jluebird 

^ Tours 

Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more Information 
please call 5684734 
E-mail: 

b1ueblrd@go.com.jo 


D 


FOR 

(RENT 

J 5 Deluxe Villas 
3 and Apartments 


SRNDBEl 



Real Estate 

SWE1FIYEH 

A. Hajaret Complex 

tbl 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/37588 





QaeBy Serviced Saitw 

♦One & Two Bedrooms *FuBy 
Equipped Kftchonefles * Daffy &] 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

c-nuril : CRYSTALS go.com.io 




L’olwier Restaurant 

ft 

Abdoun 5929564 


FRESH PORK 
CUTS 

At Competitive FVices 


AL - FUHAIS FRESH FORK SHOP 
Norths Baaahnnat School 
Td.: 720459 






\ a>i : 

Puh & Restaurant 

Join Us V Judge 
for yourself 

i.iV't: Ml/SIC 
A/f *,\7M V <■ 77/ f '.VS /).1V 

Open for Lunch Daily 
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France’s Jacquet predicts 
World 



success 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
national coach Aime Jacquet 
has said he will resign fol- 
lowing France's World Cup 
victory on home soil this 
summer in bold words of 
confidence. Jacquet, who 
took France to a penalty 
shootout loss by the Czech 
Republic in the Euro 96 
semi-finals, said the World 
Cup finals would be his final 
bow on the sporting stage. 
“My sporting life is not over, 
but it will be on July 13,” 
Jacquet said It will be per- 
fect as I will have taken a lap 
of honour with the French 
team the night before at the 
Stade de France.” The 57- 
year-oid Jacquet, who took 
over from Gerard Houiiiier 
when France failed to quali- 
ty for the 1994 World Cup 
finals after Bulgaria beat 
them in the last minute of 
their final qualifier, said only 
his closest friends were 
aware of the date be would 
retire. “However I did make 
it clear to the president of the 
French football federation 
when I took the job that I 
would lead France to World 
Cup glory and bow out after 
that/' Jacquet said. 

Jacquet has played for 
Lyon and St Etienne in the 
French league but even he 
admits he was a modest per- 
former rather than an excep- 



French national soccer team coach Aime Jacquet pre- 
pares to conduct a training session at Clairfontaine. 
southern Paris, after announcing the 22 players for the 
French World Cup squad. The World Cup finals kick 
off on June 10 (Reuters photo) 


tional player. 

He coached at Lyon, 
Bordeaux and Montpellier 
before being appointed as 
French coach in January 
1994. One of Jacquet's 
major wonies is the scoring 
of goals. Though he has 
players in some of the great- 
est dubs in the world, the 
total of his attacking squad 
has not always been as 
impressive as the sura of its 
parts. 

Juventus' Zinedine Zidane 
and Inter Milan's Youri 
DjorkaefT are arguably two 
of the world’s best attacking 
midfielders. But the centre 
forward role is still unfilled 
by a world class performer. 
Auxerre's Stephane 

Guivarc'h scored on his 
debut against South Africa 
last October and scored 22 
goals on loan at Rennes last 
season. And Monaco’s 18- 
year-old David Trezeguet. 
who was called up for the 
first time earlier this year, is 
another possibility, along 
with Maurice Florian, 

Thierry Henry, and Robert 
Pires. A world class per- 
former who consistently 
puts the bail in the back of 
the net could be the differ- 
ence between Jacquet's 

World Cup winning predic- 
tion becoming true and a 
mediocre performance. 


Benni 
takes 
Africa 
by storm 


England booed off in Wembley stalemate 


LONDON (AFP) — 
England were booed off the 
pitch after they were held to 
a goalless draw by Saudi 
Arabia in their final warm- 
up game at Wembley before 
next month’s World Cup 
Finals on Saturday. 

England, ranked in fifth in 
the world and one of the 
favourites for France ‘98, 
looked anything but world 
beaters as they struggled to 
break down their" under- 
rated visitors. 

Glenn Hoddle's team 
enjoyed the vast majority of 
possession but they looked 
uncertain at the back and 
were let down by poor pass- 
ing in the midfield and 
some woeful finishing in 
attack. 

Hoddle, who now takes 
bis squad to Casablanca for 
friendlies against Morocco 
and Belgium next week, 
admitted: “We had chances 
to have buried them. If you 


don't take them you don't 
win. 

“A win would have been 
better for us but it didn't pan 
out for us. But remember 
this wasn't for anything 
today. It is a bit disappoint- 
ing that things didn't work 
out." 

Saudi Arabia coach Carlos 
Perreira claimed the result 
was a massive boost for his 
side ahead of the World 
Cup. .. - . ■ . .. 

“It is a very big result to 
get a draw . against , the 
English ream at Wembley.” 
Perreira said. 

“It is a very big achieve- 
ment We still have two 
games left and it was a good 
contest. We had chances 
and I told my players to go 
out and enjoy the game. 
Let’s play the ball and they 
did it 

Hoddle admitted England 
lacked a killing edge in 
froDt of goal after watching 


his side squander a host of 
chances. 

“Gascoigne did some 
good things when he came 
on. He put them on the back 
foot He put a stint in and he 
will be better for it 

“I don’t think they bad so 
many chances. They are in 
the World Cup. they are a 
good side and will give 
some teams trouble in 
France.” 

Asked if the final two 
friendlies are more impor- 
tant than the build-up games 
so far. Hoddle replied: The 
last games are no more cru- 
cial than any others. Tunisia 
is the most crucial game.” 

Manchester United’s Paul 
Scholes went close for 
England on 12 minutes 
when he was let in by Teddy 
Sheringbam but his fierce 
shot was well saved by A1 
Daye in the Saudi goal. 

England almost took the 
lead through the unlikely 


source of Gareth Southgate 
who slid on to a superb 
cross from Alan Shearer 
only to see his shot blocked 
by A1 Daye. 

United striker Sheringbam 
should have scored when he 
was sent clear on goal by 
Shearer only to fire his shot 
straight at the ‘keeper. 

The Saudis rode their luck 
but they showed a neat 
touch on the ball and might 
have scored when Al- 
Owairan squirted ' ’a / shot 
inches wide of David 
Seaman's goal. 

The frustrated Wembley 
crowd began to call for Paul 
Gascoigne to be introduced 
and their calls were 
answered when Hoddle sent 
on the Middlesbrough raid- 
fielder for Beckham, with 
Ian Wright coming in for 
Sheringbam in a double 
substitution on 60 minutes. 


PARIS (AFP) — The rise 
of Benni McCarthy from 
South African second divi- 
sion footballer to African 
sporting celebrity reads 
more like fiction than fact. 

When he starred at the 
1997 African youth cham- 
pionships, Dutch club Ajax 
swooped and took the tall, 
thin striker most South 
Africans bad never beard 
of to Europe in a SI million 
deal. 

Although first-team 
appearances for the 
Amsterdam club have 
mainly been as a second- 
half substitute, Benni 
began a recent match and 
scored a hat-trick. 

Largely ignored by previ- 
ous South Africa coach 
Clive Barker, who ques- 
tioned his loyalty to Bafana 
Bafana (The Boys), Cape 
Town-bom McCarthy was 
given his big break when 
Jomo Sono took temporary 
charge this year. 

Unlucky not to find the 
net during a shock regional 
championship loss in 
Namibia. Benni exacted 
full revenge by scoring 
four times within 13 min- 
utes against the same oppo- 
sition in the African 
Nations Cup. 

He finished the tourna- 
ment as joint leading scorer 
with Egyptian veteran 
Hossam Hassan on seven 
goals and was voted the 
outstanding player of the 
16-nation event 

Warned by national 
coach Philippe 'IYoussier' to 
-keep his feet on.the ground, 
the 20-vear-old responded 
with a series of goals for 
the Dutch champions. 

A fan of Brazilian super- 
star Ronaldo and Liberian 
George Weah, Benni 
admits he misses his par- 
ents and South African 
food, but loves the choice 
of clothes and CDs 
Amsterdam. 
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Swimming federation awaits go-ahead for Olympic -size 
pool; sets JD500,000 budget for upcoming year 


By Roufan Nahhas 
Special lo the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Jordan Swimming Federation 
announced that JD500,000 is needed to prepare 
for the Pan Arab Games which will take place in 
Amman in 1999. 

“We need a substantial amount of money to 
best prepare ourselves for the event and the 
future." JSF vice-president Jacqueline Khouri 
told the Jordan Times.” 

“Training camps, coaches, travel expenses, 
and the new Olympic-size swimming pool are 
among the things the team needs, she added 
referring to the federation’s planned budget for 
their teams’ upcoming training schedules. 

However, the JSF still awaits a final word 
from the Prime Ministry to forge ahead with 
plans to build a swimming pool to accommo- 
date all the federation's national and interna- 
tional activities, according to JSF Secretary 
Talaa’t Nasser. 

“The main facility needed is to have a modem 
pool with electronic timing machines which 
will be under the disposal of the federation and 
the swimmers.” he said . 

“We hope that the pool will be ready for use at 
the Pan Arab Games, but time is running fast.” 

“If plans do not come through, then we have 
to use A1 Hussein Youth City and A1 Orthodox! 
Club's pools.” Nasser added. 

The JSF hopes that the new swimming pool 


would attract many new athletes to the sport and 
maintain a permanent facility for training and 
competition. 

“There are many athletes with a talent to swim 
and who cannot afford to join a club,” he said. 
“We can give them the opportunity to surface 
and show their capabilities.” 

Nasser said the lack of financial and technical 
capabilities is impeding the Jordan's ability to 
compete on an international level. 

“We have the solid material comprising of 
dedicated swimmers who need the opportunity 
to improve themselves.” he added. 

The JD 1 0.000 the JSF receives annually from 
the Ministry of Culture and Youth is not enough 
to cover all the federation's activities and 
expenses, according to Nasser. 

“This money is allocated in three instalments 
yearly, but it is barely adequate,” he said. 
“That’s why we have to depend on donations 
and contributions, which is getting harder and 
harder to get these days.” 

According to Khouri. the JSF envisages a plan 
for the Pan-Arab Games and future events, 
which will mainly concentrate on having an 
experienced international head coach. 

"We are trying to recruit a head coach who 
will help the two coaches Mustafa Hameed and 
Ali Nawas who currently train the team,” she 
said. 

The swimming team consists of several swim- 
mers aged 16-20 who are considered the best in 


the Kingdom . 

Hana Majjaj, Rania Ghosheh, Fans Nasser, 
Andre Khouri have to challenge older swim- 
mers in the competition. 

An effective plan with the right support and 
dedication can make miracles. 

“With training camps here and abroad, we 
hope to improve and be ready for the big event,” 
Nasser said. 

The team plans serious training six days a 
week, twice daily starting June 10th. 

Jordan’s participation in the last Pan-Arab 
Games in Beirut brought them one bronze 
medal. 

Majjaj was able to take third place with a time 
of 2:32 m in the 200m butterfly and Ghosheh 
took fifth place with 1:14m in the 100 back- 
stroke — just one second behind third and 
fourth places. 

Ghosheh and Majjaj also took part in the 
World Swimming Championship in Australia 
earlier this year in a move that was described by 
JSF as an “incentive for their performance and 
dedication.” 

Jordan has no record of swimming successes 
at the Olympics. 


This is the first of a series of features pre- 
viewing the Kingdom's sports federations and 
their plans for the 9th Pan-Arab Games which 
will be held in Amman in 1999, 


World Cup countdown 

with Franz Beckenbaue. 
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Are you a World Cup expert? Then let me challenge you 

What’s wrong here? 


9) Football history is full of 
characters who have won 
y. everything with their respec- 


tive clubs but for whom 
tv World Cup honours have 
been elusive. 

-f My friend Johan Cruyff is 
.. one of these. He won count- 
less honours with Ajax 
h? Amsterdam and Barcelona. I 
but in the 1974 World Cup 
final be and his “Clockword 
Oranges” went down against 
Germany 2-1. 

In the 1950s and 1960s 
there was another forward 
who played in a World Cup 
final and lost, also against 
Germany. His name was 
Ferenc Puskas, spearhead of ; 
Hungary's offensive which 
lost tiie find against 
Germany in Berne, in the 
World Cup J954 in 
Switzerland. Eight years later 
he rook part again in World 
Cup championship, this rime 
in Chile. 

But there he did not wear 
V the colours of his native * 
Jj. Hungary, but of his adopted 
country. Which country was . 

this ? 
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Spaniards i 
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9) France’s national team, shown here in a June 
1997 photo, faces a great challenge playing in a 
World Cup at home again, the first time being 
sixty years ago. It is a great opportunity to win, 
for the first rime ever, the world title and join in 
the elite circle of World Cup Champions, which 
at present numbers only six teams: Brazil, 
Germany, Argentina, England, Italy and 
Uruguay. Up to now the best results France has j 
managed were runners-up once and two third; 
places. In their only “home” World Cup to date, ; 
France did not get past the quarter finals. 


- t '.-* i 


\ Solve the country contest daily to find the phrase at the 
end of Beckenbauer’s World Cup countdown 
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J’- 9) The capital city is located on a 
river which once gave its name to 
a fallen monarchy. The appear- 
K ance of the country today is very 
j different to what it was a few 


The phrase wc are looking for offers 
rather precise, though harsh definition 
of an ability considered indispensable in 
the world of diplomats- 
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.1= years ago. 
Two regions 


GO 

37 IS 


G 

41 


currently form a 
f “Federative Republic” after four 
others broke away and declared 
- themselves independent, which 
t led to war. destruction and mass 
exodus and shrank the total area 
■f of the country by a half. 

In the last few months another 
conflict of nationalities in the 
extreme south has threatened to 
embroil the country in a fresh 
military flare-up. In the first four 
t decades after World War Two, it 
j, was held up as a positive example 
a:, functioning multi-ethnic 
society, led by its “anchor,” a leg- 
endary partisan leader. 

However, the country, which he had ruled 
| unopposed from 1945 until his death in 
;• 1980, erupted under the strain of sup- 
pressed ethnic and national differences. 
i The population also suffered internation- 
al trade sanctions which were lifted in 
1996 after the conclusion of peace. 
Solution: 


Please fill in the respective letters in the 
corresponding positions: 
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Please enter the letters of the coi 
as instructed in the solution squares 
follows: 


First letter of the country m position 
Fourth letter in position 57. 

Tenth letter in position 41 . 
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Facts and figures about the participating countries 
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CHALLENGE QUIZ 
.-y 8) Oleg Salenko of Russia, in the game 
’'V against Cameroon (6-1), 

COUNTRY CONTEST 
- 8) Austria 
4 PHOTO CONTEST 
; 7) The mistake is inthe caption and this 
"time there are two: Paolo is not the 
nephew of Cesare Maldini, he is his son. 


Also Cesare did not succeed Fabiol 
Capello, he succeeded Arrigo Sacchi. 

8) The photo is wrong. Brazil trdition-jj 
ally play in plain, not black and white! 
striped^ stockings. Their shorts are blue,|jj 
not white, and their shirts are yellow .withf 
green edging, with the emblem of the! 
Brazilian Football Confederation, .which: 
is also missing in the photo. 





en mak 


7ELM6MIU 


5 


a 

p 

o 

H 


k 


PHILADELPHIA T 




CINEMA 


TEL-4634144 


Bruce Willis & 
Richard Gere ... in 


THE JACKAL 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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PHILADELPHIA '2' 




CINEMA 


TEU5699238 


Jim Cany 


... in 


LIAR-LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 




CINEMA 


TEL567742Q 


The biggest cinema production 


TITANIC 


Shows: 12:00. 3:30, 7:00, 
10:30 p.m. 


CONCORD 


V" 




A 


SQNCPBP.rr 


THE RELIC 


Shows: 1230. 330, 6:15, $30. 10.30 
CONCQPPT 


ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI - 

KAMANANA 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 
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CINEMA 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 


Antonio Banderas ... in 


TWO MUCH 
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fie 


ABDOUN 


DOWN PERISCOPE 


& still showing at 8:30 p.m. 

titanic 


V 




STAKING APRIL 6TH 

Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Yarns, Amd 
D abbas, Rania Kurdi and the group 

at 5:30 p jn. 

^ P° r Reservations call: 4640155, 46251S J 
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PARIS (AFP) — Forget 
N M*icdo Rios. Forget 
k ... .. v v , *Guea’ Kuerten. This year, 
■ ^ jh- Spanish Armada returns 

Roland Garros stronger 
titan ever and they have the 
■\fresch Open ride in their 
as they bid to drown 
fi ff ihe Larin American beat 
"fifth five players in the 
jjSa>. Spain expects 10 see 
' a* of its array of clay court 
crowned at the 
Open as they bid to 
better than last year, 
Sergi Bruguera lost 

the final to Kuerten. 
{Jarios Moya’s triumph in 
once Carlo Open and 
- <lh . Batnbuig winner and Rome 
^reat Albert Costa are 

71 n. th e ^* 0 * in razor-sharp form as 
is u areai UD ^ ^jabe Armada’s massed ranks 
'«?r. tht « „ r j ri i, ,s& sail once again, 

llorld ( un /-■L llt ' e ^p!' depend on how 

*rs ., n j. P ! "aaipim, ; : W)rid No - 3 ^ os ^ kee P 
itina c S,V 


can drown out Latin American beat 



ai lt am. shr, 


jW 


F.n«i an ^ T'^iol in Paris, where he 
lhe p ■ i idnuis thai ‘1 don’t like the 

nntrs-up nnte ' 1 ^-seople”, and to what extent 
L v ’'Hume** ,7? ^ i jCuerten can rise to the occa- 
POM the qu Jn and show that last 

ner «Q4 /ear’s straight sets demoli- - 
ion of Bruguera was not a 

lc tne phrase au jne-off. 

. ea ‘fci “l think I have a reason- 

u '* COWn iblc chance to win again, as 

ong as I am confident any 
* ' ‘ ■ - • *M C r ran” find xny best form over 


French Open 

Mtn’sQ umpl i nff 

By The Associated Press 

1925 -=■ Rene Lacosic 
1926. — Henri Cbchet 

1927 — Rone l yo sw 

1928 — Henri Cocbet 
1929 — > Rene Lacoete 

1930 ~ Henri Codiet 

1931 -—Jean Borpta 

1932 — Henri Cochej 

1933 — Jack Crawford 

1934 “'Gottfried von Chums 

1935 — Fred Peny 

1936 — Gottfried von Cranun 
J 937 — Henaer Henkel 

1938 — Don Budge 

1 939 — _Don McNeill 
1940-45 — No toanumem. 

World War II 

1946 — Marcel Bernard 

1947 — Joszef Asboth - 

1948 — Rank' Parker 

1949 — Frank Parker 

1950 — Budge Patty 

1951 — Jaros lav Drobny 

1952 — Jaroslav Drobny 

1953 — Ken Rosewal] 

1954 — Tony Trabert 

1955 — Tooy Trabert 

1956 — Lew Hoad 

1957 — Sven Davidson 

1958 — Mervyn Rose 

1959 — Nicola Pieuangeli 
2 960 — Nicola Pietrangeli 

1961 — Manuel San tana 

1962 — Rod Laver 

1963 — Roy Emerson 


1964 — Manuel Santana 

1965 — Fred Swlk 

1966 — Tony Roche 

1967 — - Roy Emerson 

1968 — Ken Rmewall 

1969 — Rod Laver 

1970 — Jan Kodes 

1971 — Jan Kodcs 

1972 — Andres Gimeno 

1973 — Jbe Nastase 

1974 — Bjorn Boxg 

1975 — Bjorn Borg 

1976 — Adriano Pwwiw 

1977 — Guillermo Vilas 

1978 — Bjorn Borg 

1979 — Bjorn Borg 

1980 — Bjorn Borg 
198J — Bjorn Borg 

1982 — Mats Wilander 

1983 — Yannick Noah 

1984 — Ivan Lendl 

1985 — Mats Wilander 

1986 — Ivan Lendl 

1987 — Ivan Lendl 

1988 — — Mats Wilander 

1 989 — Michael Chang 

1 990 — Andres Gomez 

1991 — Jim Courier 

1992 — Jim Courier 

1993 — Sergj Bruguera 

1994 — Sergi Bruguera 

1995 — Thomas Muster 

1996 — Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

1997 — Gustavo Kizmen 

A^07E; Prior to 1925, the 
French Open was restricted to 
F rench players. 


: triUr the fetters rtf ihei 
•iMid in iht dilution 


•■•unin tnpKi 

-ition 57 

I;. 'll 41 



Carlos Moya 



rthe fortnight. But of course 
~ C Csi :."7J court® ; that’s tough,” admitted 
^Kuerten, who has success- 
fully managed to stay in the 
flop ten since his unexpected 
; French triumph. The 
| Spanish have thrown down 
'the gauntlet, however, and 
allied- to skilL they have 
safetym numbers. 

Although Bruguera is the 
■JT v .®an with experience on his 
i. side, having won back-to- 
ri- back French titles in 1993 
/-and .1994, recent form sug- 
gestsJie is unlikely to head 
-Thej^ferian challenge this, 

Atthe end of last season, 
f injury forced him to miss 
ftbe $33 million ATP Tour 
^ Worid ; Championship and 
F.hfisters forced a first-round 
? withdrawal at the Australian 
[Open.. 

p- And Bruguera has conrin- 
to struggle, his fine 31 
J^eins against eight defeats 
if record at Roland Garros 
^addng the fact that he is 
a nightmare season, 
result so far was a 
berth at 



K 




gust not happening 
moment — but 
is special to me 
never can rule any- 


thing out," says Bruguera 
cautiously. 

But that doesn't have to be 
bad news for Spanish tennis 
as a whole, because, with 
Gustavo Kuerten having 
robbed them of the trophy 
12 months ago, their 
appetite for success is all the 
greater. 

Spain currently have no 
fewer than 17 players in the 
top 100, compared with just 
12 a year ago, though their 
top man is 12th-ranked 
Moya. 

Yet their brilliance on clay 
has still not home as much 
fhrit as might have been 
expectecL 

Bruguera’s 1993 five-set 
win over Jim Courier made 
him the first Spanish French 
Open winner since Andres 
Gimeno, who won in 1972 
aged 34. 

Before Gimeno, only 
Manuel Santana, in 1961 
and 1964, had tasted victory 
on Paris’ distinctive red 
clay. 

Hence the pressure to 
deliver on the shoulders of 
Moya, Costa and company. 

Moya’s Monte Carlo tri- 
umph over Frenchman 
Cedric Pioline was the first 


time he had really shown his 
form since his final defeat 
by Pete Sampras in the 1997 
Australian Open final. Over 
the course of the year he got 
to No. 5 on the back of six 
final appearances, but slid 
back after his early Aussie 
exit this year to home talent 
Richard Fromberg. 

But the Spanish can afford 
to have the occasional off- 
day if someone else in on 
form and such has been the 
story of this season when 
Moya has blown hot and 
then cold again. 

He lost both the Barcelona 
and Estoril semis to world 
number 16 Alberto 
Berasategui, who won the 
Estoril title against former 
King of Clay Thomas 
Muster but lost to Todd 
Martin at Barcelona, also 
his conqueror at Key 
Biscayne. 

Bui Berasategui remains a 
nearly man. having lost to 
Bruguera in the 1994 
French Open final before 
going out injured in the first 
round 12 months ago. 

He also lost to Hamburg 
title winner Costa in the 
Rome semis earlier this 
month. There, Costa, having 


makes it three in a row 
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lift fSUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Finland’s 
... 7 .. '• Makinen chalked up his third con- 

• * ' ” ifr' enl ^ ,: 2^ v P victory in the Rally of Argentina 
^^irniay when he brought his Mitsubishi 
iiepi 11 "* 0 ' ^■“2? Ine half-a-minute clear of the 
T oyota Corolla of Spaniard Carlos Sainz 
took over the lead in the World 
TV^fflpionship title race 
\ . retlow-Finn Juha Kankkunen was third 
^ i® a Ford Escort while British drivers 
— in a Mitsubishi, and Colin 
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h ^ ^ a Subaru, took fourth and fifth 

pushed the unlucky McRae 
to second place in the World title 
• — two points behind Sainz who now 

^Spofots. 

J-utsubishi also top the manufacturers 
■JJJdiugs ahead of Subaru and Toyota, 
.their team director Andrew Cowan 
^putted: “This is a good win for Tonrum. 
confident before the start and the 






He 


events to come are the ones he enjoys." 

McRae won 15 of the 23 special stages 
and would almost certainly have won but 
for road penalties on the second day when 
he and co-driver Nicky Grist were forced 
to stop and repair their car’s suspension. 

“It’s been a great fight as we pushed 
Richard harder and harder," saaid McRae, 
adding: “Obviously there was a chance 
that we could have forced him into a mis- 
take but he’s driven well and we just ran 
out of time. 

“But we have picked up points and 
that’s what is important The situation in 
the World Championship has not gone 
against us too badly and I think we have 
got a lot to feel confident about as wc go 
to Greece in a couple of weeks.” 


French Open 
Women’s Champions 

By The Associated Press 

1925 — Suzanne Lenglen 

1926 — Suzanne Lenglen 

1927 — Kea Bounun 

1928 — Helen With 

1929 — Helen Wilk 

1930 — Helen Wills Moody 

193 1 — Ciliy Aussem 

1932 — Helen Wills Moody 

1933 — Margaret Striven 

1934 — Margaret Striven 

1935 — Hilda K-SperUng 

1936 — Hilda K.Sptrling 

1937 — Hilda K.Speflicg 
I93S — Simone P .Mathicu 
1939 — Simone P. Maihku 
194045 — So tournament. 

Work! War II 

1946 — Margaret Osborne 

1947 — pat Canning Todd 
194S — Nelly A. Landry 

1949 — Margaret O. JuPoot 

1950 — Dutis Hart 
195 S — Shirley Fry 

1952 — Doris Han 

1953 — Maureen Connolly 

1954 — Maureen Connolly 

1955 — Angela Mortimer 

1956 — Althea Gibson 

1957 — Shirley Bloomer 

1958 — Suzi Kormoczi 

1959 — Christine Truman 

1960 — Darlene Hard 

1961 — Ann Ha y don 

1962 — Margaret Smith 

1 963 — Lesley Turner 

picked up lhe Spanish 
baton, promptly dropped ii 
as he forfeited the final with 
a wrist injury against 
Chilean Marcelt/Rios." 

Yet even if Moya, Costa. 
Bruguera and Berasategui 
all fail io deliver, the 
Spanish clay court monster, 
like the Hydra of classic 
legend, will still be far from 
slain, as the likes of Alex 
Corretja lurk behind them. 

Corretja ranks as a first- 
string member of the 
Armada, and had last year 
worked his way up to be 
Spanish number one before 
slipping back behind Moya 
and Costa to 14th on the 
ATP. computer. 

Though yet to reach the 
quarter-finals at Roland 
Garros, the 24-year-old w on 
his first title at Buenos .Aires 
in 1994. He won three titles 
last year and beat yet anoth- 
er Spaniard in Felix 
Mantilla in the Dubai final. 

But he struck unlucky in 
having to retire in the 


1964 — Margaret Smith 

1965 — Lesley Turner 

1966 — Ann Hayden Jones 

1967 — Fraacoise Dorr 

1968 — Nancy Richey 

1969 — Margaret Smith Court 
2970 — Margaret Smith Court 

1971 — Evonne Gootegong 

1972 — Billie Jean King 

1973 — Margaret Smith Coon 

1974 — Chris Even 

1975 — Chris Even 

1976 — Sue Barker 

1977 — Mima Jausovec 

1978 — Virginia Ruzjci 

1979 — Chris Evert Lloyd 

1980 — Chris Even Lloyd 

1981 — Han a Mandlikova 

1982 — Martina Navratilova 

1983 — Chris Even Uoyd 

1984 — Martina Navratilova 

1985 — Chris Even Uoyd 

1986 — Chris Evert Llovd 

1987 _ Steffi Graf 

1 988 — SlriYi Graf 

1989 — Arantxa S. Vicario 

1990 — Monica Seles 

1991 — Monica Seles 

1992 — Monica Seles 

1993 — Steffi Graf 

1994 — Arantxa S. Vicario 

1995 — Sieffi Graf 

1996 — Steffi Graf 

1997 — Iva Majoli 

NOTE: Prior to 1925. the 
French Open hwj restricted to 
French players. 

1 5th on the computer, and 
before his defeat to 
Corretja, showed his powers 
of stamina and determina- 
tion when he came back 
from 1-5 down in the final 
set to oust Berasategui. 

The list of potential 
Spanish winners does not 
stop there. 

TTie 65ih-ranked Albert 
Portas, who beat Moya in 
the second-round at Roland 
Garros last year only io fall 
to Belgian Filip ftewulf in a 
five-setier. is capable of 
causing more major upsets. 

So too is Francisco 
Clavet. who ousted Michael 
Cfiang in Hamburg and who 
twice reached the fourth- 
round in Paris. 

And nobody should rule 
out lhe World No. 41. who 
reached last year's 
Kitzbuhel final in only his 
third Tour event. 

The up-and-coming 
Barcelona-based 21-year- 



Iva Majoli 

Hamburg final to gift Costa 
victory after an exhaustive 
passage to the final. 

He came close to glory in 
Key Biscayne, but Andre 
Agassi ended his dreams in 
the semis, having already 
ousted Costa. 

Mantilla, also 24, is mean- 
while esconced nicely at 


old has the luxury of having 
the best player in the world 
to practise with. 

Romance aside, Julian 
Alonso can only improve 
his game in his role as girl- 
friend Martina Hingis’ spar- 
ring partner. 

He too deserves his place 
on the giant Spanish fleet. 


NIPPON KOEI CO., LTD. 
Congratulates 
His Majesty' 

King Hussein 
and the people of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
ON 

THEER INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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Miller’s heroics lift 
Pacers past Bulls 


INDIANAPOLIS -AFP* — 
At. fourth quar- 

ter by Reggie Mi:ler despite 
2 pair.fd right ankle sprain 
has revived Lhe champi- 
onship hope!- of the Indiana 
PJCKS. 

Miller scored 1 3 of his 2S 
points while limping 
through the final period and 
Indiana outlasted reicninn 
shisspiai Chicago 307-105 
in the National Basketball 
.Association semi-finals here 
San:rda>. 

“t had io be out there. It 
was do or die for cs,“ Miller 
Slid. "Down 0-5. you really 
wCttid have written us oft.” ' 

instead, the Pacers pulled 
within 2-1 in the best-ot- 
seven Eastern Conference 
sene*, with game four here 
Monday and game five 
Wednesday in Chicago. 

“We will be fine. Todav 


was jus: c 

i bump in the road." 

CrJcaco 

forward Michael 

Jordan saii. "Wc have been 

'_cjj <i 

tuation before and 

we have tiJwavs survived." 

M:-er 


w her. 

he accidenttiilv 

stirpped e 

;.t Jordan's foot in 

•La ti- -* 

quarter, savins he 

-j 

vines and heard a 

pep." Mil 

iler was in pain but 


vc wed :o keep playing. 

"It hurts. It’s tender. It's 
sore." he said. “Hopefully 
with a day off 1 car. get some 
mobility. It's hard to go side 
to < ide. 1 can go up and down 
but ! need to be better for 
Monday. It’s a huge game 
for us. 

"I have to be oui there. 
Whatever ii takes. I will be 
out there." 

Miller’s heroics thwarted a 
furious rally by the Bulls, 
who trailed 101-93 with 94 
seconds remaining. Miller 
sank his fourth clutch basket 
in a 2:34 span, his third 
mree-pointer, to produce 
Indiana’s largest lead. 

“He nit some big shots, 
four in a row." Bulls coach 
Phil Jackson said. "You're 
not going io hold a guy like 
that down forever." 

Jordan scored six of his 
game-high 30 points in the 
final 52 seconds and Scotiie 
Ptppen added five more, but 
Miller. Antonio Davis and 
Jaien Rose sank free throws 
in the final seconds to hold 
off the Bulls. 

Indiana coach Larry Bird 
said he had to take a chance 
and play Miller, who limped 
down tiie court after each of 
his clutch shots. 

"He said he could go and I 
knew he wanted to play." 
Bird said. “Like all great 
players when they are hurt, 
he wanted to be out there. 
We had to lay everything on 
the line. He was hobbling a 
linle bit bur he made some 
key shots." 

Miller took advantage of 
Chicago's refusal to attack 
him and defensive lapses 
that left him open from 
three-point range. 

“I knew 1 wasn't going to 
be able to drive." Miller 
said was playing oft' the 
mistakes Chicago made on 
me. If I'm out there, they 
still have to pay artemion to 
me. 

“A lot of times I was just a 
decoy. A couple times 1 think 
they forgot about me. When 
vou see a wounded doc vou 



Chicago Bulls Scotiie Pippen i L t knocks the bail away 
from Indiana Pacers Chris Nlullin during second quar- 
ter action in their NBA playoff game [Reuters photo » 


usually go after it. I was 
surpised. If 1 see tomcone 
hurt i go at them and keep 
going at them " 

Pippen agreed saying, 
"He had some great looks. 
We should have been more 
aware of where he was on 
the court." 

Miller's determination 
gave Indiana a boost when ji 
was most needed. 

"Reggie was a major in>pi- 
ration. He got.us over the 
top." Indiana’s Jaien Rose 
said. He always does what- 
ever it takes." 

The Bulls did not domi- 
nate the third quarter as they 
had in the first two games. 
Rose sparked an 8-0 run by 
Pacer reserves to finish the 
quarter and pull Indiana 
level at 77-77. 

Nor did Chicago I'oree 
excessive turnovers, creating 
13 while making 14. The 
Pacers were physical, bump- 
ing Pippen and Jordan and 


no: allowing Pippen to guard 
Indiana's mark Jack sun us 
tightly as in past games. 

“They didn't allow u* to be 
aggressive." Pippen said ol 
the referees "They called 
me for two quick fouls and 
took our aggressiveness 
away from a defensive 
standpoint. 1 got banged up 
preny good." 

Pippen wav knocked to the 
floor three limes, suffering a 
bruised hip and a cut elbow 
without fouls being called. 
But the Bulls adjusted. 

The Utah Jazz can com- 
plete a sweep of the Los 
Angeles Lakers in the other 
semi-final. They would ow n 
a home -court edge in the 
finals, even over 'the Bulls 
team that beat them in last 
year's final. 

"We're not focused on the 
Jazz." Jordan said. "We 
can't get to the Jazz unless 
wc lake care of business 
now." 
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Gingrich aide demands 
exclusion of Erekat from 


Wednesday’s meeting 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Stirring a new round 
of controversy, an aide to U.S. 
Speaker Newt Gingrich 
demanded Sunday tbai a 
senior Palestinian official be 
kept out of meetings with a 
visiting U.S. congressional 
delegation. 

In making the request of 
U.S. consulate officials, Mr. 
Gingrich's staff cited com- 
ments made last week by Saeb 
Erekat. the chief Palestinian 


presence of an Associated 
Press CAP) reporter that “it 
would not be appropriate” for 
Mr. Erekat to be present when 
the delegation meets 


Erekat: 


peace negotiator. 

Mr. Erekat warned that vio- 
lence could break out. and 
there would be “body bags" if 
Mr. Gingrich went ahead with 
a visit to the proposed site of a 
U.S. embassy building in 
Jerusalem. 

“I'm not sure how many 
votes [Gingrich] will win for 
this, but be may be counting 
body bags... I'm sure it will 
have grave repercussions." 
Mr. Erekat was quoted as say- 
ing by The Chicago Tribune 
on May 21. 

The United States and most 
other nations keep embassies 
in Tel Aviv pending a final 
Arab-Israeli settlement, but 
Mr. Gingrich supports moving 
tbe embassy to Jerusalem now. 

Mr. Gingrich, subsequently 
cancelled the visit after con- 
sulting with tbe Clinton 
administration. 

The Gingrich aide, who 
asked that his name not be 
used, said Mr. Erekar's 
remarks advocated violence. 

The aide told a U.S. official 
co-ordinating tbe visit in the 


It is not up to 
him to decide 
who is in the 
meeting, and 
who is not 


Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Wednesday in the 
West Bank town of Ramallah. 

Mr. Erekat tbe Palestinian 
minister of local government 
said his warning was designed 
to prevent violence, not pro- 
voke it 

‘This was not a threat under 
any circumstances, 7 ' Ml 
E rekat told AP. T wish Mr. 
Gingrich would get the mes- 
sage. We wanted to avoid the 
steps he was planning to take 
because we knew it would 
lead to bloodshed.” 

Mr. Erekat added that Mr. 
Gingrich would not be the one 
to determine who would 
attend tbe meeting in 
Ramallah, where tbe 20-mem- 
ber U.S. delegation is sched- 
uled to confer with Me Arafat 
and his top aides. 

“It is not up to him to decide 


who is in tbe meeting, and 
who is not" Me Erekat said. 

Mr. Gingrich announced 
Saturday that he had cancelled 
the visit to tbe embassy site 
after talking with U.S. 
National Security Adviser 
Sandy Berger, saying he did 
not want to “create an inci- 
dent" 

The future of Jerusalem is 
one of the most sensitive 
issues on the Arab-Israeli 
agenda. 

The Palestinians want to 
establish the capital of a future 
state in the eastern sector of 
Jerusalem, which Israel occu- 
pied in the 1967 Mideast War 
and later illegally annexed. 

Mr. Erekat also attacked the 
U.S. members of Congress, 
who include Minority Leader 
Dick Gephardt saying it was a 
“major provocation” for the 
legislators to attend Israel's 
Jerusalem Day festivities. 

Mr. Gingrich, speaking to a 
luncheon hosted by Jerusalem 
Mayor Ehud Olmert said his 
visit was not designed to pro- 
voke Palestinians. 

‘True peace will come when 
everyone understands that you 
can be for Jerusalem Day and 
not be against anyone. You can 
be for living together without 
being opposed to anyone," 
said Me Gingrich. 

Going into a meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. Mr. 
Gingrich said the bipartisan 
congressional delegation 
wanted to “help tbe peace 
process.’ 7 


Egypt executes Islamists 
behind deadly bus attack 


CAIRO (AFP) — Two 
Islamists who carried out one 
of tbe deadliest attacks on 
tourists in Egypt by fire- 
bombing a bus in front of 
Cairo's Muslim Egyptian 
Museum in September, killing 
10 people, were hanged at 
dawn Sunday. 

Saber Abu El a. 32, a failed 
singer, and his brother 
Mahmoud 24. were executed 
at a prison in the capital for 
murdering nine German 
tourists and their Egyptian dri- 
ver when they attacked a tour 
bus parked in front of the 
museum with petrol bombs 
and gunfire on Sept IS. 

Mr. Saber, previously judged 
mentally ill for killing four 
tourists at a Cairo hotel in 
1993. was hanged first a judi- 
cial source said 

Shortly before their execu- 
tion. the men once again 
admitted responsibility for fire- 
bombing the bus, saying they 
wanted to “get rid of foreigners 
coming to Egypt." 

Tbe two Islamists, found 
guilty in October, said at their 
two-week trial that they had 
been influenced by the ideas of 
Jihad the Islamist group which 
assassinated Egyptian 

President Anwar Sadat in 


1981, but had acted indepen- 
dently. 

Mr. Saber bad been previ- 
ously convicted of killing a 
French national, an Italian and 
two Americans at Cairo's 
Semiramis hotel in October 
1993, but be was deemed men- 
tally ill and confined to a psy- 
chiatric hospital flora which he 
later escaped 

At the start of tbe trial over 
the Cairo bus attack however, 
an official medical report said 
Me Saber was responsible for 
his actions and was not "men- 
tally deranged" 

'Hie former director of the 
psychiatric hospital. Nessim 
Abdul Malak. who was 
accused of aiding Mr. Saber’s 
escape, was condemned to lift; 
imprisonment and hard labour 
on Nov. 13 for “taking tribes 
and failing in bis duties. 

Eight nurses at the hospital 
were also sentenced to poson 
terms from three to 10 years 
with forced labour over Mr. 
Saber's escape. 

Tbe September attack at the 
Cairo museum, which houses 
some of Egypt's richest trea- 
sures, was the first against 
tourists after a period of calm. 

The Islamist attack was fol- 
lowed just two months later by 


the bloody massacre at tbe 
southern resort town of Luxor, 
where they gunned down 58 
holiday makers and four 
Egyptians on Nov. 17. 

In April 1996. 18 Greek 
tourists were lolled in an attack 
by Islamist gunman on their 
tour bus in front of a hotel near 
tbe Giza pyramids. 

Egypt imposes die death 
penalty for minder, rape, ter- 
rorism and drug trafficking. 

The execution of tbe brothers 
leaves 120 prisoners awaiting 
execution on Egypt's death 
row for various offences, 
according to press reports. 
More than 100 people have 
been sentenced to death by 
Egyptian military and high 
state security courts since 1992 
and around 70 have been exe- 
cuted. 

Tbe previous execution took 
place earlier this month, when 
five people were hanged on 
May 4 for separate crimes 
including rape and murder. 
More titan 1,300 people have 
died in Islamist attacks in 
Egypt since 1992, when 
Islamists, mainly the outlawed 
Jamaa Islamiyya, launched a 
violent campaign to overthrow 
the government and establish 
an Islamist state in Egypt. 


U.N. plans to tighten inspections 
for Iraq’s oil-for-food deal 


BAGHDAD 4AP) — The 
United Nations plans to bolster 
its inspections and monitoring 
of the oil-for-food deal when the 
programme expands under its 
next phase, U.N. officials said 
Sunday. 

“A new and enhanced phase is 
about to start, and die United 
Nations is looking at strengthen- 
ing the observation mecha- 
nism," said Eric Fait the UK 
spokesman in Iraq. 


Among tbe plans are to make 
inspection teams bigger, 
increase the number of visits, 
improve training and set up 
observation centres outside the 
Iraqi capital, U.N. officials said. 

Under the new program, 
scheduled to start Jim. 4, Iraq 
will import as much as S3 bil- 
lion over six months. So for, its 
imports under the UN. deal 
have been about $1 3 billion. 

Since December 1996, when 


the United Nations granted 
exemptions from the sanctions, 
Iraq has exported $2 billion in 
oil every six months to pay for 
imports, war reparations and 
UN- operations in Iraq. Under 
tbe next phase, it can export up 
to $52 billion. 

The sanctions were imposed 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
1990, causing widespread short- 
ages in the once-wealthy coun- 
ty 


Birdal attackers say they were trained at 
base of Turkish ultranationalist group 


ANKARA (AP) — Two gun- 
men who attacked a leading 
human rights activist said they 
were trained at the secret base of 
a shadowy ultranationalist 
group, newspaper reports said 
Sunday. 

The two were arrested Friday 
along with four accomplices, 
including an army sergeant for 
the May 12 shooting of Akin 
Birdal, the head of the indepen- 


dent Human Rights Association. 

Mr. Birdal formally identified 
the two from his hospital bed 
Sunday. 

Id statements leaked to the 
press, the gunmen said they 
woe recruited by tbe army 
sergeant the right-hand man of 
an ulr ranari onalist hitmen 
known as “Green," Huuiyet 
newspaper said. They said they 
received guerrilla training from 


an unnamed ultranationalist 
group four months ago at a 
secret camp 70 km west of 
Istanbul, the paper added The 
confessions were likely revive 
the outcry over a scandal sur- 
rounding state death squads. 
The government admitted earli- 
er this year that it had used ultra- 
nationalist hitmen like “Green” 
against people seen as security 
threats. 



Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri welcomes Claudia Schiffer at his palace in Beirut Sunday (AP photo) 


Schiffer meets Lebanese leaders 


BEIRUT (AP) — Claudia Schiffer gave Lebanon’s president two kisses, rubbed shoulders with its prime minister and 
received a traditional Lebanese robe Sunday as a souvenir. All that before, the German supermodel took part in what she 
came for — a fashion show in the Lebanese capital. Ms. Schiffer, whose face is familiar on billboards and magazines in 
this country, arrived Saturday night On Sunday morning, as die nation was engaged in its first municipal elections in 35 
years, she travelled to the presidential palace in suburban Baabda accompanied by Miss Lebanon Joelle Bohlofc. After a 
souvenir picture with Lebanese President Elias Hrawi and the first family, Ms. Schiffer was presented with a blue abaya, 
a long traditional Lebanese robe, and a silver tray engraved with a cedar of Lebanon, the national symbol. Mr. Hrawi, 72, 
was rewarded with kisses on both cheeks. Later, Ms. Schiffer met Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. Ms. Schiffer is 
the latest of many international celebrities and performers to visit Lebanon since the end of the 1975-90 civil war as tbe 
country tries to restore its pre-war status 3S the Arab World's entertainment and commercial bub. 


‘France keen to expand ties with Iran’ 


TEHRAN (AP) — A top 
French diplomat on Sunday 
said his government is keen to 
expand ties with Iran, and does 
not believe in isolating that 
country, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (1RNA) said. 

France is pleased with the 
policies of moderate Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami, who took office in 
August IRNA quoted the 
French official Bertrand 
Dufourcq, as saying. 

Ml Dufourcq, the Nd'2'dffi- 
dai in the French foreign- min- 
istry. arrived here Sunday for a 


two-day visit 

IRNA efid not elaborate on 
Me Dufourcq s comments, 
which he repeatedly made dur- 
ing a meeting with tbe deputy 
speaker of Iran's parliament 
Hassan Rowbani 
Iran’s main opposition in 
exile has criticized Mt 
Dufourcq's visit saying it will 
be trumpeted by flan’s ruling 
Islamic clergy “so they can 
continue the repression.” 
flan received a boost recently 
when 1 the United Sfofes agreed 


to ease U.S. restrictions on 


multinational companies doing 


business with Iran, inclu ding a 
consortium led by french oil 
giant Total. Total is partly- 
owned by the French govern- 
ment 

The consortium tad signed a 
$2 billion contract with Iran in 
September for the expansion of 
a southern gas field, despite a 
U.S. law, which calls far sanc- 
tions against companies that 
invest more than $20 million in 
Iran’s energy sector: 

France has often condemned 
Amenfchti^pthcy ’bf 1 isdafidg 
flan and tobbied-ftrthe U.Si to 
scrap the law. The U.S. accus- 


es Iran of sponsoring interna- 
tional terrorism and trying to 
build nuclear weapons. 

Iran’s relations with the 
European Union (EU) have 
been improving over the last 
couple of months, and earlier 
this month both sides agreed to 
resume formal official-level 
talks. 

The EU had broken off regu- 
lar discussions with flan last 
year after a German court 
accused nflaman •♦leadere^'of 
ordering ti» 1992 assassination 
of Kurdish dissidents in Berlin. 


Fighter jet sale 
to UAE could 
lead to cut in 
U.S. forces in 
Gulf — envoy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The sale of U.S.-built F-16 
fighter jets to tbe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
could lead to U.S. forces in 
the Gulf being scaled 
down, the U.S. ambassador 
to Abu Dhabi said. 

David Lirt, quoted by 
UAE newspapers on 
Sunday, also denied that 
the sale of 80 F-16s would 
trigger an arms race in the 
oil-rich region. 

“I think it will help pro- 
mote stability and security 
in the region and enhance 
the security of the UAE," 
which has a territorial dis- 
pute with Iran, its neigh- 
bour across the Gulf, Mr. 
Litt told reporters. 

“As a result we will 
reduce rather than augment 
our forces in the region to 
only the minimum required 

levels," the ambassador 
said. 

The UAE air force com- 
mander, Khaled Ben 
Abdullah Al Mazrui, said 
Friday that the order placed 
with manufacturers 

Lockheed Martin of the 
United States for the F- 1 6s 
wonld cost around $6 bil- 
lion. 

He said the first batch of 
planes . would arrive in 
2000, but the ambassador 
said deliveiy would start in 
three or four years. 

The- deal, which was 
announced on May 12 in 
Washington, also includes 
AMRAAM air-to-air mis- 
siles and -HARM ami-radar 
missiles, according to a 
U.S. defence department 
spokesman. 

Iran, whose foreign min- 
ister . Kamal Kharazi 
arrived Saturday for a visit 
to Abu Dhabi focused on a 
dispute over three islands 
in the southern Gulf, has 
warned that the deal could 
threaten regional peace and 
stability. 


New Indonesian president hints 
at ‘really democratic elections’ 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Indonesia's new president 
B.J. Habibie has hunted he 
might be ready to hold 
new elections, a leading 
Muslim politician Sunday 
quoted the president as 
saying. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation from the 
presidential palace. 

“He [Habibie] told me it 
would take at least six 
months to carry out 
reforms, including laws 
related to really democrat- 
ic elections and to estab- 
lish a very stable executive 
council," Amien Rais said 
on television. 

“If really pushed they 


[the election laws] could 
be ready in six months,” 
Mr. Rais, head of the 28- 
million strong 

Muhammadiya Islamic 
movement, quoted Mr. 
Habibie as telling him at a 
meeting on Saturday night. 

Mr. Rais also said he 
thought the president 
understood “the aspira- 
tions of the people” and 
that he appeared willing to 
carry out reforms. 

The Indonesian media, 
parliament and social 
groups should play a 
“watchdog" role in ensur- 
ing the reforms are carried 
out, said Mr. Rais who has 
been among the many 


politicians urging Mr. 
Habibie to serve only as a 
transitional president 

When former Indonesian 
President Suharto stunned 
the nation by stepping 
down .and appointing Mr. 
Habibie, then his vice 
president to replace him 
Thursday, he said the new 
president should serve out 
the rest of his five-year 
term, until 2003. 

Mr. Rais said the Habibie 
government bad to con- 
centrate on regaining pub- 
lic confidence, containing 
inflation, stabilising the 
rupiah and releasing polit- 
ical detainees. 


Dubai rolls out red carpet for first 
Planet Hollywood in Arab World 


DUBAI I AFT 5 ) — Movie star 
Bruce Willis is set to ring in 
Planet Hollywood's debut in 
the Arab World with a rock- 
and-roll gig here on Tuesday, 
as the battle of the restaurants 
heats up in buzzing Dubai. 

The battle in this Arabian 
desert emirate pits the 
celebrity restaurant chain 
against the Hart Rock Cafe 
and the Fashion Cafe. 

Dubai is rolling out a 200- 
metre red carpet for Mr. 
Willis, fellow Planet 
Hollywood International 
shareholder Sylvester 
Stallone, supermodel Cindy 
Crawford and film stars 
Patrick Swayze, Wesley 
Snipes and Tla Carrera. 

Fresh from the Cannes film 
festival. Mr. Willis will be 
lead singer of a 13-member 
band called the Accelerators 
for a grand opening night in 
this commercial hub in the 
Gulf. 

It is the first Planet 
Hollywood restaurant in the 
Arab Middle East two years 
after its regional launch in 
Israel. 

In an imitation of Oscars 
night the movie stars along 
with a Bollywood counter- 


part Amitabh Bachchan, will 
walk the red carpet to take the 
accolade from the crowd as 
the ceremony is filmed on 
satellite TV. 

But unlike in Los Angeles, 
camels and Arabian stallions 
will add the exotic touch out- 
side the giant blue globe- 
shaped restaurant which seats 
360 diners, organisers said 
The restaurant itself, split 
up into several themed 
rooms, is filled with memora- 
bilia from blockbuster films 
such as Titanic and Men in 
Black as well as from 
Lawrence of Arabia. 

The Titanic memorabilia 
includes cutlery, a life jacket 
and a blanket 
Only a hand-picked audi- 
ence of 500 including Emirafi 
sheikhs have been invited for 
a bash inside, but some of tbe 
life-sized cut-outs of movie 
stars that feature in the decor 
will come to life for the 
crowds outside. 

Mr. Willis and his band will 
perform on an outdoor stage, 
where the other stars are also 
due to make appearances. 

More than 80 Planet 
Hollywood outlets, many of 
them merchandise shops 


rather than restaurants, have 
been opened around the 
world since the initial launch 
in New York in October 
1991. 

But it has stiff competition 
in Dubai. 

Its rival Hard Rock Cafe 
opened earlier this year and 
Dubai is on tbe verge of hav- 
ing its own Fashion Cafe, 
owned by a bevy of super- 
models including Claudia 
Schiffer, who is to visit the 
Emirates on Monday for a 
polo event 

Planet Hollywood restau- 
rants are also coming to 
Beirut and Kuwait. 

Saudi billionaire Prince 
Walid Ben Abdul Aziz 
bought shares in Planet 
Hollywood-.lnternaiional last 
April and . plans to help 
launch 34 -new outlets across 
die Middle East and Europe. 

But with the novelty value 
perhaps wearing a little thin 
Planet Hollywood shares on 
the New York Stock 
Exchange have fallen from 
more than $13 at the- start of 
1998 to a current market 
value of below $9. - 
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RIO DE JANEIRO^j 
— Pop icon 
Jackson has plans; ©f 
an am usement park m L 
Brazilian city wfaose ma® 
attractions are 
carnival celebrations, 
officials said. “I would; 
to create in Rio* a 
park, which will be a 
international success 
will attract to Brazil 
lions of tourists 
around the world,” J: 
said in a letter to Rio' 
Governor Ms 

AJencar In the letter, 
singer added that he wtfs 
“ready to come to Rio _||r 
Janeiro very soon to meet 
with you and to sign a pqg, 
liminai y letter of mterip \ 
He added that he had 
special love for Rio and (<£. 
the people of Brazil ” V i 
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Bruce Lee museum 


to open in 
Hong Kong 




HONG KONG (AFP) 
museum devoted to 
endary Kung Fu film 
Bruce Lee is to open gj 
Hong Kong, it was ieparfeK 
ed Sunday. The museum; 
with more than 10,000 
items of memorabilia js 
expected to open in Ju$f. 
said fan club organise^ 
Jackson Ng. “Ahhougjj. 
there are various fan 
in many countries, such;: 
Japan and the Ui ' 
States, his fans prefer jcm£ 
ing ours because they know 
Hong Kong is tbe origin of 
Bruce Lee," Ng told the 
South China Morning Post 
Ng said Lee was “a great 
figure in Chinese history* 1 
as the first Chinese actor 
who caught international 
attention, . and. helped 
Chinese’ movies break into 
the world market 
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Martin Scorsese 
decorated with 
France’s Legion 
of Honour 
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CANNES (AP) — France 
decorated director Martin 
Scorsese with tbe 
Chevalier of the Legion of 
Honour at the Cannes Film 
Festival. Scorsese, presi- 
dent of tbe festival jury this 
year, “is among those who 
is capable of making us 
dream,” Culture Minis ter 
Catherine Trautmann said 
before pinning the medal to 
bis lapel. Trautmann also 
noted tbe American direc- 
tor's help “in safeguarding 
masterpieces of the past" 
by aiding in their restora- 
tion. ‘T most say I’m great- 
ly honoured to receive this 
decoration," Scorsese told 
the audience under a huge 
seaside tent “It means a 
great deal to me; I'ye. 
always in a way dreamed 
of it” “I really owe a great 
debt to French culture..- 
particularly French cine- 
ma," said the director. 
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Tommy Lee 
sentenced for 
assaulting ex-wife 


. F,u ‘- r “rdar 

-S\ ed "I killine . 
Jan u«y ‘ind Api 

' j si\fh v> 

: ,nfc nor ;ir 

1 1" , 

.-• lr Rc. .n. : ■ , , 

■--■4 • 

" oun[r 

jf!c 

* ul ‘. v pursue 


MALIBU (AFP) — 

Tommy Lee, estranged 
husband of actress Pamela 
Anderson, was sentenced 
to six months in jail for 
assaulting lus ex-Viofe and 
former “Baywatch" bomb* 
shell. Lee, 35, a drummer 
with the rock group Motley 
Crue. was arrested Feb. ,24 
after Anderson called fee 
police alleging he "bad 
physically abused hen On 
Jan. 12, Lee was ordered to 
undergo anger manage- 
ment counselling and per- 
form 200 hours of commu- 
nity service as part of bis 
sentence for battery stem- 
ming from a 1996 alterca- 
tion with a photographer- 
Lee married Anderson- id 
Cancun, Mexico, in 1995* 
From 1986 to 1994 he was 

married to another .starlet 

Locklear, known- 
role in the series 
Place. > 
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